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Just as this issue went to press came word
that America West Airlines had filed for reor-
ganization under Chapter 11 of the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Code. The airline had fallen behind on
lease payments for the 93 aircraft in its 115-

strong fleet it doesn't outright own. It was
therefore unable to pay nearly $6 million in
interest payments, due on 01 JUL, on a §$100

million bond issue. AWA is the ninth-largest
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airline and serves 55 destinations in the
U.8. and Western Canada from hubs at Las Vegas
and Phoenix. Chapter 11 protection gives the
airline 30 days grace to come up with a reor-
ganization plan before creditors may call in
the debts and put the airline in full bank-
ruptcy. (Photo of AWA 757 at Phoenix, AZ, by
Ronald €. Hill. This photo won the B&W print
category of the photo contest at AI88, Denver)

u.S.



THE FLIGHT EXCHANGE
The CAPTAIN'S LOG will publish members' wants, trades and
items for sale in the FLIGHT EXCHANGE section at no charge.
Send details to: Flight Exchange, CAPTAIN'S LOG, 3381 Apple
Tree Lane, ERLANGER, KY 4101B, USA. Please 1list these
details on a geperate sheet of paper. Do pot include this
material within a letter or on your membership/renewal form.
If material for the Flight Exchange are not =send on a
separate sheet of paper, there is no guarantee the reguest
will be published.

WORLD AIRLINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

ARE WELCOME
All members and other interested partlies who wish ¢to
contribute articles, pictures or other material of interest
to the members of the WAHS, are welcome teo do so. When
sending material, please send it to the Editor who handles
the subject concerned, or send it to the main Editorial
address. Be sure to jinclude your return address ., Al
material will be handled with the utmost care and will Yia
returned to the owner immediately after publication. 17pe
Editor welcomes ideas and suggestions for subjects tqo ba
featured in future issues of the CAPTAIN'S LOG.

Paul F. Collins
President & Membership director
3381 Apple Tree Lane
ERLANGER, KY 41018, USA
Ph. 606-342-9039
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Readers are reminded that the WAHS and
the CAPTAIN'S LOG are both non-profit,
all-volunteer organizations for which
a few give up much of their spare time
so that all will benefit. Your editors
(see inside front cover) welcome con-
tributions in the form of copy, infor-
mation and photographs for inclusion
in the CAPTAIN'S LOG. However, no pay-
ment can be made for contributions.

Opinions expressed and claims made in
signed articles and/or in advertise-
ments which appear 1in the CAPTAIN'S
LOG are strictly those of the authors
and/or advertisers and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of the WAHS
and/or the CAPTAIN'S LOG. The WAHS
and/or the CAPTAIN'S LOG are not res-
ponsible for claims arising from
statements made in signed articles
and/or advertising copy. It is the
responsibility of advertisers to check
the contents of their advertisements
upon receiving the magazine.

(® All contents of the CAPTAIN'S LOG
is strictly copyrighted. (©) Copyright
of all original material in the CAP-

TAIN'S LOG remains with the authors,
photographers, artists and/or other
originators cof such material. Repro-
duction of this material 1is strictly

prohibited without prior written per-

| mission by the copyright holder(s).
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Gone are the
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747-400.

by "CRTs", the cathcde ray tubes. In this issue of the

CAPTAIN'S LDS we conclude the histary of the 747, while
TAKEOFF TALK dicusses scme future developments that, if
proceeded with, will make the largest airliner in regqu-
lar commercial airline service today, even larger.
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TAKE=OFF TALK

Back in 1965 Boeing offered
the airlines an aircraft with
the unheard of capacity of 433
passend@rs in its largest size.
Following an airline-inspired
redesign (see the CAPTAIN'S
LOG, MAR 91, Vol.17 No.l), the
aircraft was launched as the
747 for 490 passengers in high-
density layout (Although few if
any operate with this many
seats.) But if you thought this
was big, "you haven't seen
anything yet!"

Would you believe Boeing Iis
now talking out loud about an
even bigger aircraft? One sea-
ting 650 to 700 people?

The impetus came from Uni-
ted Air Lines president Stephen
Wolf. He said earlier this year
UAL will need an aircraft lar-
ger than the 747-400 to fulfill
its ambition of becoming the
dominant force on the transat-
lantic and transpacific routes.
And he said he needs it before
the end of the century. That is
fewer than nine years away,

folks! )
Iin case you may think United

and Boeing are daydreaming,
think again. Airbus Industry
unveiled its own plans for a
mega-jumbo at the Paris Air
Show, in June. A model of its
four-engined A2000 shows a
double-deck fuselage with a
figure 8 cross-section and
seating capacity for 650
passengers.

Boeing 1is also thinking
about double-decking. Boeipg
vice-president Phil condit said
at the same Paris Air Show his
proposals jnclude a complete
double-decking of the fuselage,
or a partial upper-deck exten-—
sion together with a lower deck
behind the wing.

0f course a
aircraft is another
ity, Condit said.

Mind you, the 600-passenger
747 is not an entirely-new
idea. As you can read in this
issue of the CAPTAIN'S LOG,
Boeing already talked about
double decking the 747 in the
late 1970s. I am inclined now
to write off those plans as
"doodling" or "wishful think-
ing". This time, however, with
United backing them up, Boeing
appears to be serious.

completely new
possibil-

I have no doubt I will see
such an aircraft - by Boeing,
Airbus or someone else - fly in
my lifetime. And the airlines
will be able to sell enough

tickets to £ill them too. But
what will happen then? How many
airports will be able to handle
these monsters? What if all 700
passengers for one flight check
in at approximately the same
time? Where are all the ticket
counters going to be? And the
conveyor belts to take the bag-
gage to the aircraft? And the
security systems to check for
weapons?

Once these aircratft have
taken of, they must land some-
where. The British aviation
trade weekly FLIGHT INTERNATIO-
NAL in its issue of 26 JUN - 02
JUL rightly asks what will hap-
pen if two or three of these
aircraft arrive at approximate-
ly the same time, disgorging
1,400 or 2,100 passengers, all
of whom are anxious to get
their bags as fast as possi-
ble so they can go home? How
long will it take to get all
those people safely out of the
aircraft and through the arri-
vals facilities before the next
group of 2,000 arrives? There
are many modern and by no means

small international airports
today that cannot comfortably

handle the 1load when two or
three of today's 747s arrive at

the same time, says FLIGHT
INTERNATIONAL.

And where are we going to
park the cars of the friends

and relatives who come to the
airport to pick up those 2,000
travellers? Or the taxi cabs
and buses to take them down-

town?
1f you, like I, have ever
been at London Heathrow or

Paris Charles de Gaulle when
two or three 747s arrived at
the same time, or at New York
JFK or Los Angeles LAX, you
know what I am talking about.
Now picture those same facili-
ties with double or triple the
number of people you have seen.
It boggles the mind, doesn't
it?

Whatever happens, the gov-
ernments of the major countries
will follow with money and/or
permission for the construction
of these airports. There will
be a lot of crying about the
huge costs; people living near
these airports will protest and
environmentalists will denounce
the plans, but when all has
been said, everyone will give
in. Call me a cynic if you
wish, but the airports will be
built, residents of the area

(1

will reluctantly accept them
and the environmental lobby
will guiet down. It has always
happened like this and it will
happen like this again in the
future.

While mentioning the Paris
Air Show, there is other news
too on the civil airline front.

Have you ever in your wild-
est dreams imagined that Rus-
sian airliners will one day be
powered by hiqh—technolngy
Western big fan Jjet engines?
And with the blessing of the
Western governments too?

Well, it is about to happen
FLIGHT INTERNATIONAL says Roll;
Royce and Tupolev announced at
the show they have reached an
agreement over the installation
of the RB.211 in the TU-204
(the Tupolev answer to and vir-
tual look-alike of the 757).

Pratt & Whitney says it will
supply five PW2337 turbofan en-
gines of 37,000 1lbs thrust to
Ilyushin for its four-engined
IL-96M widebody. P&W may al
sell some of its PW4000 seriso
of gngines for a proposed twlif
eng;nedlversion of the IL-96

upolev is also t i i
?ritish Aerospace ab:itlngeg;tg
ing a partner in the design aﬁd
construction of a twin-engined
version of the BAel46, the NRra
(ne;_regional airliner), Ac-
cording to FLIGHT i
not be satisfied ;izﬁpoiev it

i
r?l?.‘lt wants overall resgng
sibility for designing the
totally new wing. The Company

has already signed

?f understanding witmegﬁgggggms
in Eufope to carry out work fgz
the wing if it is given overall
responsibility, says FLIGHT

I wonder what is
new 650-passenger double deck
7?? in Aeroflot colors? Air-
lines in the usa operating the
IL-96 or TU-204? Western air-
liners with Russian engines?

next? The

: Stay tuned, friends. Commer-
cial air transport 1is heading
for exciting times.

PRES ERVAT ION

Showing the results of a lot of TLC,

"HAWDON?”
the
unlikely
heroine

"Hawdon" is seen at Broome in

Western Australia during Australia's Bicentennial Air Race held in

SEP 8B following her restoration.

California 1942. The Douglas
plant at Long Beach is going at
full steam, pushing out air-
planes to satisfy wartime de-
mands. Amidst the bustle of the
banging and screaming of hand
tools, C-47 c/n 6021 receives
attention from workers. In all
outward appearances, she is in-
distinguishable from others in
the assembly line ... just an-
other of the many U.S. Army Air
Force C-47s destined for some
kind of war service.

Upon completion on 06 NOV 42
at a cost of U.S. $96,497, the
Cc-47 is assigned serial number
41-18660.

But destiny knows there are
greater greater things ahead
for #6021 than just serving the
military. And she is preserved
for that future career by the
service she sees in the next 20
months. Not for her the grubby
put more-glamorous work of par-
atrooping, freight hauling or
medical evacuation. Instead,
Cc-47 s/n 41-18660, is assigned
to the Fifth U.8. Air Force in
pustralia as a courier airplane
beginning in JAN 43.

During this time, the C-47
was known as "Shanghai Lil".
she made two crossings between
the U.S. and Australia, as well
as support flights between Dar-
win and Adelaide, right across
the Australian continent.

Shanghai Lil's courier duty
ljasted until 24 AUG 44, when
she was handed over to the Com-
monwealth Government and traded
in her serial number 41-18660

(Nancy Blitz photo)

a take-off accident at Mascot
Aerodrome, Sydney. She overran
the maneuvering area and struck
a ditch and its bank on the
airport boundary. Damage was

for the civil registration VH-
AES. She had 1,716 hrs 35 mins.
of flight time in her log book.

Before going into service
with ANA, the aircraft on 04

SEP 44, Unfortunately, no extensive.
photos are known to exist of During the post-accident in-
Shanghai Lil during her vestigation, the cause of the

military career mishap was pinned down to =a

gust lock cleat in the eleva-
It looked as if the £flying tors which was not removed
career of VH-AES was going to before takeoff.

be as uneventful as that of Despite the widespread dam-

41-18660 had been. But on 05 age, VH-AES was declared re-
NOV 44, during the last leg of pairable. These repairs were
the day, the aircraft suffered also seen as an opportunity to

02 SEF 46: "Hawdon" is welcomed at Sydney after flying the inagural flight
of the new Trans Australia Airlines. The fight originated at RAAF Base
Laverton near Melbourne. (Australian Airlines photo via Mancy Blitz)




convert her inte a passenger-

carrying DC-3.

When VH-AES emerged from the
hangar some time later, she
featured a regular passenger
door, instead of the military-
type cargo door. Based at
Archerfield (Brisbane), VH-AES
was now one of the many gleam-
ing ANA aircraft and her task
was a daily return service to

cairns (Queensland). Sometime
later she was transferred to
Essendon, the old Melbourne

airport (Victoria). The log
books on 25 MAY 46 showed the
aircraft had 6,793 hrs 37 mins.
of flying hours. By now She had
flown almost three times as
many hours in her commercial
career as in her military ca-
reer, and in about the §ame
length of time: 5,077 hrs. in 1
yr, 8 mos, 21 days as VH-AES
against 1,716 hrs as 41-18660
in 1 yr, 7 mos, 13 days.

on 25 MAY 46 VH-AES was com-
missioned, along with two other
DC-3s, by the Australian Nat-
ional Airlines Commission,
operating as Trans Austra}ia
Airlines (TAA). By this time
she had 7,237 hrs on her.

The new airline (TAA) adop-
ted the practice of naming her
airplanes after prominent Aus-
tralians, a policy which was
abandoned in 1986. VH-AES was
named "Hawdon" after Joseph
Hawdon, the first person to
take cattle from Sydney to Port
Phillip (now Melbourne) and the
first holder of a mail contra?t
between Sydney and Melbourne 1n

1938. Reports published else-

where that she was named "Har -

tog" later are incorrect.
Hawdon became the "unlikely

heroine" (Note 1) when she flew
TAA's inaugural flight on 09
SEP 46, thus flying into guﬁ—
tralian history. The fllght
left RAAF Base Laverton (Vic-
toria) for Sydney at 05:30 a.m.
with Captain J. Hepburn, Cap-
tain J. Nicholls and Stewardess
Veni Vernon. On board were 21
passendgers, consisting of air-
line management and VIPs. Mail,
which almost missed the flight
due to delivery delays, was
also carried.

This flight was the first
one anywhere in Australia with
a hot breakfast being served.
Hawdon took 3 hrs. 5 mins. to
reach Sydney and a small crowd
of politicians greeted her at
08:35 a.m. Departure from Mel-
bourne was an hour later. Regu-
lar operations commenced on 23
SEP 46, marking the start of
regular line service with TAA
for Hawdon. She flew scheduled
passenger runs all over Austra-
1ia until 26 JUN 59, when she

After withdrawal
from service in
1959. "Hawdon"
has been sprayed
with an anti-cor-—
rosive coating.

As VH-SBA in TAA
Sunbird colors at
Rabaul, New Gui-
nea in the 13960s.

(Both Australian
Airlines photos)
via Nancy Blitz)

was withdrawn from service and
offered for sale. By this time,
there were 37,822 hrs. in her
log book. But no one stepped
forward to buy Hawdon and in-
stead she was sent up to Lae in
New Guinea on 12 AUG 60 to be
part of TAA's Sunbird fleet.

In Lae she became VH-SBA
nyewak" (after a town in New
Guinea), in accordance with TARA
policy to register its New Gui-
nea aircraft as VH-8B-. On 08
DEC 60 she was renamed "Mores-
by" but reverted to the name
nWewak" on 10 SEP 71 (after the
anniversary flight - see be-
low). Now VH-S5BA had 28 seats,
a configuration retained since.
Until APR 66 she flew on sched-
uled services within New Gui-

nea. During overhaul in Bris-
bane, she was repainted £from
the Sunbird to the standard

mainland scheme of the time.

¢c/n 6021's second retirement
came in JUN 70. As VH-SBA she
arrived at Brisbane and for the
next 12 months she sat out in
the open at Eagle Farm while in
storage. By this time she had
flown 49,571 hrs.

A year later, in JUN 71, VH-
SBA went into a hangar at Eagle
Farm for preparation to re-
enact the first TAA flight on
the airline's 25th anniversary.
Her colors were changed back to
all-aluminum. On 19 AUG 71 she
flew Brisbane-Sydney-Melbourne
wearing 1946 colors but still
as VH-SBA. Thanks to a special
dispensation, VH-SBA was per-
mitted to revert to VH-AES from
08 SEP 71 to the end of the
next day. This special dispen-

(=1=]

sation was because

reguired,
the registration VH-AES was by
then carried by another air-
craft. The next day VH-AES flew
to RAAF Laverton to play the

starring role in re-enacting
the 1946 flight. In command was
Captain K. Fox with Captain T.
Harrison in the right seat.
Thirteen of the original 21
passengers were on board with
Mr. W.S8. Hawdon, a Sydney ar-
chitect and the grandnephew of
Joseph Hawdon, as special
guest. The flight took off at
08:35 a.m. and all on board
were served the original 1946
breakfast of scrambled eggs on
toast, bread and butter, tea or
coffee, but with the addition
of champagne. The stewardess,
Sylvia Folwell (chosen because
her birthday was closest to 09
SEP) had no need to rush during
the three-hour flight. Over
Sydney, VH-AES was welcomed by
DC-9 VH-TJT "Joseph Hawdon".

Following the flight and the
celebrations that followed,
VH-AES returned to Melbourne to
become VH-SBA again.

Rumors about the aircraft's
retirement and subsequent exhi-

bition were rife. But in spite
of all this, VH-SBA was flown
to Sydney and Brisbane, where

she was overhauled once more
and painted in TAA-Airlines of
New Guinea colors (the same as
the mainland colors, but with
the addition of the New Guinea
flag). She resumed New Guinea
passenger service on 07 JAN 72,
again named "Wewak".

Final retirement from TAA
line service came on 19 JUL 73,

when VH-SBA was withdrawn from
service and flown south to
storage. Her last flight was on
24 JUL 173, from Brisbane to
Melbourne via Tamworth and
Wagga. The log book now showed
51,182 hours since new.

For six 1long years VH-SBA
sat outside Melbourne's mainte-
nance base until a decision was
made on her future. That deci-
sion was to restore her to the
1946 colors and mount her in
the parking lot near the TAA

terminal at Tullamarine Air-
port, Melbourne, as a static
display. For six more months,

from JUL 79, VH-AES/SBA was in
a hangar being stripped of the
New Guinea colors and carefully
restored to 1946 splendor. Any
post-1946 additions were re-
moved and replaced by original
items. The restoration included
cleaning, airframe work, en-
gines,
electrical

painting and work on
instruments. The

iHawdon" being hung in the arch at
port, Melbourne, DEC 79, near the TAA terminal.

The ravages caused by birds
and time soon brought Hawdon to
the attention of management. By
1987 it was clear the aircraft
was deteriorating and would be
beyond repair if not taken down
soon. In the middle of that
year she was taken down and re-
turned to the maintenance base.

While Hawdon waited, a com-
mittee was formed to restore
her to airworthiness. This com-
mittee was headed by Captain
Dave Wiltshire, Australian Air-
lines chief pilot. (TAA had by
now been renamed Australian
Airlines.) The committee's aim
was to thoroughly restore Haw-
don to flying condition for use
on VIP/promotional flights and
for preservation as a histori-
cal aircraft. The restoration
was to be a total one, back to
1946 condition.

Hawdon Operations, Ltd.
(Hawdon's own department) was

Tullamarine Air-

(Australian AL wvia Nancy Blitz)

parking lot display was a tri-
bute both to the progress of
aviation and to Hawdon.

The display included the air-
craft mounted in a steel arch
of 45 ft (13.8 m) high, 16.5 ft
(5 m) above the ground, above
seven car parking spaces. Once
Hawdon was inside the arch,
cars could park underneath.

To assemble the display,
Hawdon was divested of her
wings, towed over to the park-
ing lot, re-assembled and 1if-
ted into the arch by three
large cranes on 13 DEC 79. At
night the display was floodlit.
It was during this time, when
Hawdon was suspended 1in the
arch, that I first met her
while going on or returning
from trips. Although the dis-
play was wellintentioned, many
people, including myself,
thought it was a waste of a
good airplane.

formed in JAN 88 and restora-
tion commenced shortly after by
the committee members.

Very soon the need for extra
help became apparent. An appeal
was placed through "Network",
the Australian Airlines staff
newspaper, and this brought me
into the project as the first
of three female volunteers of
the group. It was the most-en-
joyable and satisfying assign-
ment in my working career.

team stripped
Hawdon of several coats of
weather-proofing paint which
had protected her from the ele-
ments. Next the aircraft was
disassembled until only a fuse-
lage shell remained. Various
bits, such as control surfaces,
landing gear, props etc. were
taken away for overhaul and
restoration and Hawdon's de-
voted team would spend entire
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weekends on the job.

This team included airline
people from wvarious depart-
ments, retired employees and
aviation enthusiasts. They took
nine months (about 5,000 work-
ing hours) to restore Hawdon to
her real beauty and on 09 SEP
88 she took to the air again
after 15 flight-less years.
Many people at the Melbourne
airport that day were rewarded
with the sight of a beautiful,
highly-polished DC-3, seemingly
flying straight out of 1946
into the present day.

Hawdon now had a new role -
as a piece of 1living aviation
history. Two weeks after the
first flight, she was an en-
trant in the Bicentennial Air

Race around Australia, spon-
sored by Australian Airlines
and Pratt & Whitney, the maker

of her engines. While the air-
craft did not gain any
place in the

major

race, her hand-

"Hawdon" took to the air again on OB SEP B8 after 15
years of storage and outdoor public display.

(Australian AL via Nancy Blitz)

polished fuselage and wings
attracted a 1lot of attention
everywhere she went. The team
had a hectic but enjoyable time
flying the aircraft around the
country during the two weeks of
the race.

The Bicentennial Air Show
at RAAF Richmond (New South
Wales) was Hawdon's next com-
mitment after the air race. At
the Easter Air Show at Manga-
lore (Victoria) the air show's
organizers, the Sport Aircraft
Association, gave independent
recognition of the Hawdon
team's efforts by awarding them
with the Best Vintage Plane
trophy. It was a fitting acco-
lade to one of Australia's most
-historic aircraft.

Now Hawdon has a team of
devoted and dedicated wvolun-
teers who care for her and £fly
her on the Australian air show



09 SEP B8, one day after her first
seen at Melbourne. (Australian Airlines photo via Nancy Blitz)

circuit where she is often the
star attraction. Since the
aircraft is registered in the
private category, she cannot
carry fare-paying passengers.

As living aviation history,
Hawdon represents a foresighted
begquest of past managers who
were aware of her role in the
formation of TAA and who saved
her from the scrap yard. She is
also an outstanding example of
the durability of the DC-3.

It cannot be predicted how
long Hawdon will continue to
fly. This is dictated by the
availability of engine spares.
With the proper care, however,
the airframe has an indefinite
lifespan. It could therefore be
possible for Hawdon to outlast
her team ...

It is hoped Hawdon will re-
main free of "the surly bonds
of earth and dance the skies on
laughter silvered wings"(2) for
a long time.
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By JOOP GERRITSMA

In the DEC 90 issue, we pub-
lished a photo of a Continental
Airlines DC-3 at Oshkosh 1990,
taken by Jim (JET) Thompson.

Msn 2213 was built in Santa
Monica in 1940 as a DC-3-227B
for American Airlines. She was
delivered to AA on 0B MAY 40 as
NC25673 with AA fleet number 73
and was named "Big Springs". aa
sold her on 24 NOV 47 to Trans
Texas Airways of Houston, TXx.

TTA converted NC25673 to
DC-3A by installing Pratt
Whitney R-1830 engines of 1,32qq
hp, rereplacing the 1,000 hp
Wright GR-1820. TTA begap,
trading as Texas Internationgy
Airlines in NOV 68 (the napg
change became official on 01
APR 69) and NC25673 was sold tg
aircraft broker Tradewinds Ayv;_
ation, Inc. of San Antonio,
on 04 FEB 69 and it is unlikeqj
she ever had the new TXI Coloyg
and titles. She 1languished in
storage until 24 JAN 74 wher,
she was sold to Provincetoy,_
Boston Airline and becaye
N130PB (and N30PB in 1983).

PBA was sold to Bar Harpg,
Airlines in SEP 8B and N3OPB

was leased by the Cnntingntgl
Societ

Airlines Historical Society
‘STIF‘E]U’.
< s

Q‘ <"
% &
R1caL 0%
24 MAY 89 and was restored to
her original reg'm of NC25673
For more than a year socieé
volunteers worked to txansfgry
the gutted cabin back to 1t2
1540 new condition. Refurbishey
seats and hat racks, as well a
hardwood bulkheads, cockpit ang

galley doors, were installeqg
NC25673 made her first :

a

Post -~
restoration public appearanza
on 14 JUN 1990 at Portlanpg
Oregon and was at Oshkosh, Wis:

consin from 27 JUL to 02 AUG

The Continental Ai i
Historical Society was fziageg
in the spring, 1989 as a wh01§
-owned subsidiary of Contin
tal Airlines. But the soc1e2ﬁ
is operated on a volunteer E f
5is by current and retireq coaﬁ
tinental employees and othern
Continental DC-10 cCaptain J?;
Minor was the first chairman s
the board. The society may b;
contacted at: 8451 Travel Air
Hangar 6, Houston, TX 77061, !
With thanks to WAHS member Tin
J. Chaloner and the "CO Times".

WINCS & THINGS

by RICHARD KORAN

I must have had a premonition when I started
to write my column for the DEC 90 CAPTAIN'S LOG
("16/4), aided, of course, by the events under
way in the Middle East and the Gulf War looming
over the next sand dune. Saddam Hussein's dream
of the prophet Mohammed appearing before him did
in fact play into the hands of history.

In response to my "Help, Help" calls about
wings and logos and the like that needed a name
or interpretation, the request in the DEC 90
CAPTAIN'S LOG triggered a letter £rom Daniel
Martel of Geneva, Switzerland, about the symbol
of Iran Air, the Airline of the 1Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran.

He started his letter with a compliment. "As
a new member of WAHS I have finally found what I
had been looking for for years. The CAPTAIN'S
LOG is just great, Its only major drawback Iis
that it is published only four times a year!"

Then Daniel drew my attention to two of the
wings and their individual symbols with the fol-
lowing:

"The symbol of Iran Air stands for the Simorgh
which is a sort of flying god from the ancient
Persian legends. As you probably know (or at
least remember from college), the Persian Empire
is one o