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TAKE=OFF TALK

Our major feature in this
issue is a report on Chicago
Midway Airport, which observed
its 60th anniversary of sched-
uled services 1last December.
But for several years before
that there already was some
modest aviation actity at the
field.

Midway was for many Yyears
the busliest commercial alrport
in the world. Our story was
written by Bob Soraparu of
Chicago at the reguest of our
regular airports editor, JET
Thompson.

Besides this and the colums
of most of our regular edi-
tors, this issue of the LOG
also contains gqguite a bit of
pC-2 and DC-3 material. It is
the balance of the informa-
tion, copy and photos about
these two types I had received
in the past couple of years
from several members.

wWith this out of the way,
we will turn to other subjects
in the next issues. Several
histories of alrlines and air-
craft from WAHS members are
already in hand and others are
being prepared ... stay tuned!

Returning for a moment to
the DC-3, the old gal is full
of surprises. Everytime Yyou
think the f£inal chapter in her
history has been written, an-
other plan surfaces to prolong
the life of this, the world's
most versatile airliner ever.
See page 20 for the story on

the DC-3/2000.

Recently I received a let-
ter from WAHS member Roger
Braatz of Owatonna, Mn.

Roger says Scot F. Kirk, a
distributor of various avia-
tion magazines, declared bank-
ruptcy in February. Roger en-
closed a copy of an attorney's
statement with his letter.
Filed in Bankruptcy Court for
the Middle District of Penn-
sylvania by Robert F. Kpupp,
attorney for Kirk, the state-

= meant lists 19 creditors, in-

uding indlviduals and com-
panies. Amounts owing by Kirk
ranged from a low of $15.95 to
a high of $161.80.

HELP. NEEDED
Some time ago Mike Adkins

of Tucson, AZ, sent me a manu-
script and photos re Go Air/
Royal American. I had hoped to
publish this material about
four or five issues ago. How-

ever, attempts by Mike to con-
tact company owner Ron Clark
and get updated information,
have failed. Mike's copy stops
in JAN 83. Go Air has since
then suspended services, but
there was talk of starting up
again.

Does anyone of you know of
the activities or otherwise of
this airline after JAN 832 If
you do, please drop me a line.

The company was unigue in
operating, or at least owning,
a large Vickers viscount fleet
at a time when the type had
all but disappeared from North
Amer ican skies.

We continue to. experience
difficulties with the printer
transposing pictures. In the
previous issue, 14/1, the two
Kansas City airport postcards
on page 24 are 1in the wrong
place. The top picture shows
MCI and should have gone at
the bottom. The picture at the
bottom shows KCK and should
have gone at the top.

Again, the easiest way to
solve it is to make a Xerox
copy of the page, cut out the
two captions, and paste them
under the right photos.

I do apologize to our
readers for the error, and to
author Terry Anderson.

Another WAHS member - whom
I shall not name here - sent
me a letter to complain about
us running the article on Hans
Mulder's stewardess uniform
collection in 14/1. He sald
this collectlion is not nearly
the largest in the world (I

Condor DC-10-30
in 1/200 scale,
by Walt Fink.
It is published
here because
there was no
space in the
Airline Model
pages (p.37).
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never sald it 1is!). He said
there are at least two collec-
tions in the USA which are
lazger and which also cover a
greater range of time: both
include pre-World War 2 ynpj-
forms.

That is true, of co
and I will respond to theuizii
ter directly to the sender
However, the point I want t.
make here is that Mr. Huldeo
sent me a pile of lnformatlor
about his collection, ang thn
other two people did Nor, 5
cannot publish informa
do not have. Fion 1

The lesson is that if
of you has a collectijop ny
something related to the of
line industry which is yn i~
for one reason or anothernlque
even if you have only 5 . °F
pieces which are remarkaz few
interesting, don't p le or
hoard it 1de

. 8end us an art

or raw information for icle:
cast into words, us  tq

gladly publish it, and we'lj

me
before the conventlonn?zrsgép'
n-.

ver in June. 1 p
. ope to
:zny told frienas there ook
Pe to make many new ones and

Happy landings, ang

then. 3ee youy

REPORT FROM THE FIELD

CHICAGO'S MIDWAY AIRPORT
THE BIRTHPLACE OF
MODERN MUNICIPAL AVIATION

Chicago's Midway  Airport
celebrated its 60th anniver-
sary of scheduled services on
08 DEC 87. This popularity
during all those year has been
in part due to location: Jjust
10 miles southwest of Chica-
go's 'Loop' and much closer
than O'Hare. From 1932 through
1960, MDW held the title 'The
World's Busiest Air Terminal.'

The field was originally
known as Chicago Air Park and
was dedicated by the City
Aeronautical Bureau on 01 OCT
22. The following year, using
an unclaimed army surplus can-
vas hangar purchased for use
by the U.S. Mail Service, the
James Levy Aircraft Company
began operations on the field.
The company sold airplanes
the Canadian version of the
American Curtiss Jenny - to
sportsmen and adventurers.
Customers who bought the air-
planes also learned to fly
there. Many hoped they could
make money by flying passen-
gers on sightseeing trips.

In 1924 another early pio-
neer, Philip G. Kemp, began an

airborne sightseeing and
civilian flight instruction
business at the £field. He

built a brick and steel hangar
at the Cicero Avenue end of
the main northwest/southeast
runway for his operations.

Instrumental to the success
of the airport was the signing
by President Calvin Coolidge
on 02 FEB 25 of the Kelly Act.
This turned air mail carriage
over from the U.S. Post Office
to private contractors on a
low-bid basis. This act basic-
ally created the modern air-
lines in the USA.

on 01 APR 25 Chicago city
council unanimously approved
an ordinance, introduced by
Alderman Dorsey Crowe, to
authorize the city to sign a
25-year lease with the Board
of Education for the new
airport at 63rd Street and

'The hub of American aviation.
Municipal Airport, from which 84 scheduled airplanes departed
daily when this photo was taken in 1929. 63rd Street is in the
foregound and Cicero Avenue in at the top of the photo. The two
alrcraft at the left are Ford Trimotors of Stout Air Services

(NC9688) and Northwest Airways

A northeastward view of Chicago

(C7739). Also on the £field are

an unidentified Ryan and (in center of photo) two Northwest

Airways Hamilton Metalplanes.

(Chicago Aerial Survey photo
via Bob Soraparu)

MIDWAY is 60

Cicero Avenue. This original
lease was for 300 acres,
approximately one-half of a
sgquare-mile section bisected
by east/west railroad tracks
running across the field.

At the outset only about
120 acres were developed with
improved runways, although the
western half of the leased
land was intended for use as a
turf landing field during dry
weather.

The Chicago Municipal Air-
port, at 59th Street and
Cicero Avenue, was officially
opened on 08 MAY 26. It boast-
ed two cinder-lined runways,
1,200 ft (366 m) and 1,500 £t
(458 m) long and both 90 ft
(27.5 m) wide. The first air-
plane, a Curtiss Carriex
Pigeon of National Air Trans-
port (NAT), touched down and
taxied toward a group of
smiling people who had gath-
ered to greet it after its
short f£light from neighboring
Maywood Field. It was truly an
historic occasion as the vi-
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brating exhaust pipes stopped
spitting flames and the wooden
propeller jerked to a halt.

However, all the fanfare
was for nothing as the airport
returned to the near-deserted
state which had characterized
it since 1922.

But that changed on 08 DEC
27, when Boeing Air Transport
landed the first airmail zrun
into the new airport from
Omaha, Nebraska. The pilot of
the airplane, Ira 0. Biffle,
is said to have taught Charles
Lindberg to fly.

This first airmail £1light
signalled the transfer of all
scheduled operations from May-
wood Field to Municipal. Four
days later, 12 DEC 27, the
airport was officially dedica-
ted by Mayor William Hale
Thompson.

The year also saw John A.
Casey become superintendent
(airport manager - a title he
held until 1958).

During the late 1920s, air



travel remained a precarious
adventure, reserved for the
wealthy elite. At the end of
1928, the first full year of
operations, seven air carriers
were transporting mail and
passengers on 16 daily flights
and Municipal had become the
busiest airport in the nation.
That year, 14,498 passengers
used the airport and airplane
operations numbered 41,660. It
is obvious from these numbers
that the bulk of +the payload
in those days consisted of air
mail.

The seven carriers using
the field that year were Embry
-Riddle, NAT, Northwest,
Stout, Universal, Interstate
and Boeing Air Transport.

Lights were added to the
airport in 1928 and a traffic
controller with a £flag was
added the following year. His
duties were to view flying
regulations and add new ones
if necessary, and he was to
-station himself at the takeoff
end of the runway-in-use to
;give the all-clear to pilots
when it was all right to take
off.

Chicago's first scheduled
,commuter service began in the
summer of 1929. Curtiss Flying
Service of the Middle West
provided service between the
Chicago Loop, at 8th Street on
Lake Michigan, and Municipal.
They used eight- and four-pas-
senger Sikorsky S-38 and Ire-
land N-2-B amphibians. Braniff
began service from Municipal
to Kansas City on 25 FEB 31.

A new terminal building at
62nd Street and Cicero Avenue
was officially dedicated by
Mayor Anton J. Cermak on 15
DEC 31. This first terminal,
built at a cost of $150,000,
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stood on the site of the can- <,
vas hangar erected in 1923 by no MINNEAPOLIS ST. PAUL GREEN BAY
the James Levy Aircraft Co.

Through this terminal would 3 APPLETON
pass more passengers, and from () LA CROSSE
it would depart more regularly
-scheduled passenger and air
mail aircraft than at any
other airport in the world.

pDuring Chicago's Century of
Progress Exposition in 1933-
34, passengers flew into the
airport on such great air-
planes as the l4-seat Douglas
DC-2, the Curtiss Condor 32,
Ford 5-AT Trimotor, Stinson
SM-6000, Lockheed 10 Electra
and Boeing 247, the world's /
first modern airliner when it  L._._ i
entered service in MAR 33.

Eastern Air Lines began
mail and express service from i | e
Municipal to Indianapolis on I !

12 JUL 34. iU | | OPTsgungy,

By 1932 Municipal had be- i | L.
comeythe busiest alirport in ! }f%ﬂf““' et
the world. That year it hand- &ETf“---_h‘_
led 100,847 passengers on - *—-—‘-J@ﬁp_

60,947 flights. An airway =
control tower, station WGEI, |
was added to the terminal in
1934. At the same time the
ground flagmen were replaced
by a system of stop and go
lights atop the terminal
building to control traffic.
The 14-inch, 500-watt 1lights
were in operation 24 hours a
day and could be seen by !
pilots both during the day and
the night. With this new sys-
tem, devised by airport super-
intendent John A. Casey, air-
planes would wait for a green
flash before taxiing or taking
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off. A red signal was an order
to stand by and flashing red all
and green lights meant the
airplane was to return to the

The first terminal and administration p
ipal, completed in 1931, and the expan
1943. Expansion was designed by archit
Its $12,000 cost was paid for by Unitegq TW.
lines and.was considered by the city to’b A and American 2
of pre-paid rent. The space they va € equal tq five dui s
was taken over by Braniff, Northwest a term¥::Ts
I

. Chi
chor's8hedt eeos o
o0 Unitea . 07t In
nes.

(Chicago Times photo y;e SoUthern.
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As the Great Depression of
the 1930s took hold, the city
moved to lease additional land

'from the Board of Education to

enlarge the airport to its
present size of one sqguare
mile. A $450,000 bond issue
was floated to pay for paving
and lengthening the east-west
runway to 4,900 £t (1,495 m),
long enough to accommodate the
larger aircraft then being
built. As a result, the 1930s
saw Municipal grow and rise to
prominence. TWA started non-
stop New York City service in
FEB 35. The £flight by DC-2

‘took just over four hours.

Between 1935 and 1939
runways were extended from the
northeast corner to the south-

west corner and from the
southeast corner to the north-
west corner. This was done

without regard for the fact a

‘big percentage of the nation's

transcontinental rail freight
east’ to west. ~ The runway
however, was
carried out with an eye to the
future, when the Chicago Belt

Railway tracks would be
removed. The runway expansion
project called for an

expenditure of $2,138,000 for
grading, 1lighting, drainage,
surfacing and enlarging of
runways, as well as general
landscaping.

when the Chicago Meadows
Golf course on the adjacent
northern half of the airport
went out of buslness, the city
guickly acted to unite the two
halves of the field. Removal
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and relocation of the railway
tracks was started on 15 JUN
38 and completed on 29 JUN 41.
The cost of this project alone
was more than $1 million.

Another airline, Pennsyl-
vania Central, began service
to Grand Rapids on 15 June 38
with Boeing 247Ds.

On 30 JUN 41 Chicago Muni-
cipal Airport's complete new
facilities were rededicated in
ceremonies which included an
air show. With the exception
of 20 acres in the southwest
corner, occupied by the Hale
Elementary School, the airport
expansion of one square mile
had ended. There were now
eight sets of parallel runways
ranging in length from 5,275
£t to 7,438 £t (1,600 to 2,270
m). This allowed simultaneous
operations from each set of
runways.

Oon 28 MAY 45, ground was
broken for the construction of
a new airport terminal build-
ing with 15 gates centered on
the west side of 57th Street
and Cicero Avenue. Plans
called for a building 1,300 ft
(396 m) long with a restau-
rant, coffee shop and indivi-

5

dual airline waiting rooms.
There was also a large auto-
mobile parking 1lot on the
adjacent east side of the
planned terminal. The build-
ing cost $1.8 million.

In 1945 the Civil Aeronau-
tics Board allowed American
Overseas, TWA and Pan American
to begin foreign operations
from Municipal to Europe and
on 19 NOV 45 mayor Edward J.
Kelly boarded the first flight
to London on an American Over-
seas DC-4. It was his intent-
ion, by making the trip, to
promote Chicago as the ideal
site for the new United Na-
tions organization.

Delta Air Lines began oper-
ations from Chicago Municipal
to Cincinnati on 01 DEC 45 and
Trans-Canada Air Lines started
Candian services with DC-3s on
01 JUL 46.

The new terminal building,
started 1in 1945, officially
opened to the public on 09 JAN
48. Marshall Field's famous
Cloud Room Restaurant opened
on the second floor, offering
diners a panoramic view of the
airport and all its activi-
ties. A coffee shop and west-
ern Union telegraph office
were also opened on the first
floor. All control tower oper-
ations were transfered to the
new tower, located atop the
terminal building. The follow-
ing month, on 24 FEB 48, Wis-
consin Central began service
to the airport. Nonstop Los
Angeles service (LAX) also

Front cover of the menu wused
on the first scheduled over-
seas flight out of Chicago Mu-
nicipal - by American Overseas
Airlines to London, 19 NOV 45.

(via Bob Soraparu)
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Stratocruiser of
Northwest Airlines and DC-4 of Chicago & Southern Air

Lines date this Freeman Studios postcard in 1949-1951.
(via Bob Soraparu)

Chicago Municipal Airport. Boeing

began in the late 1940s. korsky S-51. The

: The original administration
‘and passenger terminal was

airline
applied with the CAB in JUL 46
for authority to operate

had

Eive

i icipal to Chi-
converted and enlarged into an routes from Municipa _
international arrivals build- cago suburbs and other commu
ing was and renamed the South nities in the area. However,
+terminal. The U.S. Customs the MAY 47 trials show?d oper-
:Service and U.8. Weather ating costs were too high and

offices here and

‘Bureau had
restaurant and

there were a

the experiment was halted.
But 20 AUG 49, another com-
pany, Helicopter Air Services,

ili i t coun-
Eum:rous e i started shuttle services be-
erIﬁ 1947 Chicago was the tween Municipal and main

second U.S. city (after Phila-
delphia in 1939) to recgive
rotary wing airline service.
In May United Airlines carried
out demonstration flights from

-seat Bell 47D
Chicago was

Municipal with a four-seat Si- Angeles was first
(Below) Chicago Helicopter Airways put Sikorsky
8-55 in service from Midway Alrport on 12 NOV 56.
(Right) Chicago Helicopter layout map of the air-
lines in the North Terminal at Midway in 1959,

(map via Bob Soraparu)

only the

U.S. city with scheduled
line helicopter services.
1947.)

Chicago post office with three
helicopters.
second

air-
(Los

HAS had authority from the CAP
?o serve 54 area post offices
in a 50-mile (80 km) radius'
from Municipal. By the end of
1949, three routes were opera-
ted on a scheduled basis

On 12 DEC 49 >

cit i
cyanged the name Chiﬁaqﬁogﬂc%l
cxpalihirport to Chicago le_
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flights, the already crowded
field became even more conges-
ted. It became apparent to the
city that another airport was
needed.

After much debate, Ameri-
can, Delta, Northwest, TWA and
United reluctantly transferred
a small percentage of their
flights to O'Hare Field.

In JUN 57 CHA placed the
12-seat S-58 in service, and
none too soon. The transfer of
airline services was a boon to
CHA. Demand for fast transpor-
tation between the two air-
ports was big during the many
months it took the airlines to
transfer their operations, and
CHA doubled its traffic twice
in two years.

But once the transfer was
completed, traffic dropped as

fast as it had risen. Intro-
duction of the 28-seat S-61L
turbine-powered helicopter

failed to save CHA, and it
halted all services in DEC 65.
Hale Elementary School was
demolished in NOV 55 and the
final 20 acres of land were
added to the airport. It com-
pleted the expansion to the
present square mile.
Continental Airlines began
service into MDW on 28 APR 57,
even before they could get a

proper ticket counter. Until
one was built, they wused a
temporary counter on rollers.

Unable as well to get gate
space at the main terminal for
their aircraft, Continental
used buses, painted in their
distinctive colors, to trans-
port their passengers to a
parking apron at the South
Terminal.

Another carrier,

forelign

Mexicana, began nonstop DC-7C
service to Mexico City 15
OCT 57

By 1959, 19 airlines oper-
ated into MDW. They carried
10,040,353 pasengers on
431,400 flights that year. MDW
had hit its peak - a level
never again reached the
airport. Almost xright after,
with the advent of the early
jets, MDW began a rapid de-
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operations had transferred
ORD. Things were

up

By mid-1960 all foreign

By 09 MAY 62

not

to
looking

only United,

Braniff and Delta provided
service into the airport.
United soon became the last
carrier discontinue its
service here. Its last flight,
operated to Toledo, departed
MDW on 09 JUL 62. It marked

the completion of the transfer

of all airline

ORD.

North Terminal shot of the crowded parking lot in the
mid-1950s. Back of this Cameo Greetings postcard says
Midway "has one of the best automobile parking facili-
(Via Bob Soraparu)

ties in the country).
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During the next two
only non-sched,
airlines operated from the
South Terminal to provide
service from MDW. Outside of
occasional rent-a-car busi-
ness, the North terminal had
become a ghost town. Not sur-
prisingly, as the airways over
the airport became uncrowded,
general aviation traffic in-
creased.

years,
supplemental

FIRST SCHEDULED JET SERVICE

Since United had been the
last scheduled airline to
leave MDW, it was only fitting
they would be the first to
return. Flying new Boeing 727
jets on flights to LaGuardia,
United resumed MDW operations
on 05 JUL 64. It was the first
scheduled jet service in MDW's
history.

To prepare £for this in-
crease in air traffic, the
city spent more than $10 mil-
lion in 1967 to completely
rehabilitate the North Termi-
nal. Three new concourses were
built, providing a total of 28

gates, each with its own
departure lounge and three new
ticket counter areas were

built. Each concourse had 1its
own baggage claim area. Mayor
Richard J. Daley presided at
the rededication ceremony of
the airport on 15 DEC 67.

The revival of the airport
really took off in early 1968,
when American, Delta, Eastern,
Northwest, Ozark and TWA
followed United's 1lead and
returned to MDW. By the end of
the year, 1,663,074 passengers
had wused the airport on
275,062 flights. In contrast,
only 659,649 passengers on
107,788 flights wused MDW 1in
1962.

With the easing of route
expansion control over the
local service carriers, the
Civil Aeronautics Board
awarded numerous routes into
MDW between 1969 and 1971.
Among the new carriers were
Northeast, Piedmont, Frontier,
Southern and Mohawk. Allegheny
and North Central also began
service during this time.

Mayor Daley played an
active role in promoting the
airport in 1971. He was a
staunch supporter of airline
service into MDW and he pro-
claimed August as 'Midway
Month'. The festivities cen-
tering on the airport culmi-
nated on 04 SEP when 500,000
visitors attended "Midway
Day'. People could board and
inspect numerous commercial
and military Jjet aircraft.
Among the aircraft on display



was a United DC-8%-61, espe-
cially brought in for the day.
It was the largest aircraft
ever to have flown into MDW
until then. Sight-seeing trips
were offered to the public by
the airlines at the airport.
The festivties also marked the
cpening of Shipwreck Kelly's
Restaurant in the teminal.

MASSIVE FINANCIAL LOSSES
Passenger traffic held at
more than one million a year
through 1973. But a fuel
crisis at the end of the year
brought on an economic depres-
sion which severely curtailed
airline operations at MDW once
more. Massive financial losses
by the airlines in their MDW
operations, estimated at more
than $35 million during the
three years then ending, added
to the decline. American alone
lost $5 million at MDW, and
their average boarding figure
in 1973 was only 28.1 passen-—
gers.
Some of the blame for these
losses rested with the
airlines. Much of their MDW
service was strictly token,
operated only to appease the
demands of the mayor .
Passengers were not attracted
to such low freguencies of
service. Ironically, in 1974 a
new air traffic control tower
was completed at a cost of $1
million. It was built over the
eastern end of the B-concourse
and went into operation on 13

DEC 74.

In 1975 every airline ex-
cept one was Dback at ORD.
Delta provided the only ser-
vice with two daily flights to
st. Louis (STL). Late that
year, however, the Chicago
department of Aviation told
the airlines the city wanted
232 flights a day shifted from
ORD to MDW. The airlines pro-
tested. Determined to avoid
another money-losing opera-
tion, they told the city they
did not want to return to MDW.
However, under heavy pressure
from the mayor, they agreed to
meet to discuss the matter.
The untimely death of Mayor
Daley on 20 DEC 76 proved the
end for any return of MDW
service soon. MDW had again
become a ghost town. The State
of Illinois even cosidered
building a prison on the site.

MDW's luck began to change
on 01 NOV 79 when the £irst
airline created after Deregu-
lation, Midway Airlines, began
service. It seemed almost an

immediate shot in the arm, ac
other airlines hegan to take

notice. With ML's intrusion
into their market, Northwest
rezcumed service at MDW to Min-
neapolis-5t.Paul (MSP) on 23
JUN 80.

On 12 MAY 81 Mayor Jane M.
Byrne announced a $200-million
'Midway Development Program'.
This masterplan called for
improvements in three major
areas: dgeneral aviation facil-
ities, domestic airline pas-
senger facilities and airfield
development. Growing corporate
needs would be met through the
construction of 12 new hangars
and scattered aircraft apron
areas. A new passenger termi-
nal with up to 50 gates, would
be built Jjust east of the
present terminal. Airfield
development, planned to sepa-
rate general aviation aircraft
from the larger airliners,
would include the construction
of a new replacement runway
and three new taxiways. Remo-
val of numerous obstructions
was also included in the plan.
These obstructions tended to
limit the effective length of
the two main runways. This re-
sulted in weight restrictions
for the aircraft for takeoff,
limiting their nonstop range
out of MDW.

To carry out the plan, the
city on 28 FEB 82 bought the
acreage of the square-mile
airport from the Board of
Education for $16 million. The
purchase ensured the long-term
existence of the airport and
set the masterplan into
motion.

Seeing the potential for
service at MDW, two airlines
unsuccessfully attempted to

M?dwag Airlines was the first post-deregulation
line in the U.S. Taking off from its MDW base is

start operations. Air cChi

had planned to begin Bogig;
727-100 service on 01 oCT 81
The plans failed because oé
inadequate funding. Another
proposed MDW-based carrier
Jet Express (YP) had plans t'
operate Boeing 727-200s to tho
West Coast. They had :
accepted a proposal to buy
new Boeing 757-200s with
help of Rolls-Royce.
inadequate financing can
the plans.

A number of smaller ai
lines had operated and faiir—
at MDW. Among them were A?d
Illinois, Air Great Lakes A}r
Lincoln, Air Midwest, A13.%
ance, American Central, =
lington Air, Chicago A
Liberty and Swift Air. Most
these carriers ran into fin BF
cial problems as a result g
light passenger loads b4
ceased operating. 2R

Among the larger
which were trying to
niche at MDW were Air F1
American International
Northeastern Internationa)
these three, only Air Flo'-of
was resurrected after rlga
failed in bankruptcy. Se b
officially resumed, |.11—u:'le:_-rV1ce
Midway Express name, on 15
84, after they had been b 26T
by Midway. TughE
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However, as the word s

the travelling public EEEESWEO
uncrowded concourses and th:
convenience of close-in park-
ing, MDW popularity increased
Established carriers again dc:

air-
one

of its red & white liveried DC-9-30s.

(Midway Airlines photo)

FAMOUS
CHICAGO
ATTRACTIONS

This undated postcard by Aero

Distributing paints a

light-hearted view of the way future future tourists

might arrive at MDW. But then,

who knows? How many

people believed Orville and Wilbur were really going

to fly?

cided a presence at MDW was
not only feasible, but desira-
ble, and the airport regained
some of the prominence which
once was its sole preserve.

Two more airlines began
service into MDW in 1986.
America West started nonstop
service to Phoenix (PHX) on 15
JUL 86 with Boeing 737-300 and
Continental, after an absence
of 25 years, resumed MDW oper-
ations on 20 NOV 86 with non-
stop flights to Denver (DEN).

In 1987 two other major
carriers came back to MDW.
United returned in a big way
on 05 APR 87 with 12 flights
per day - three each to Dulles
International (IAD) at Wash-
ington, DC., Denver (DEN), Los
Angeles (LAX), and San Fran-
cisco (SFO). TWA resumed MDW
service, to their hub in St.
Louis (STL) on 14 SEP 87.

Us Air had nearly started
MDW service in 1984 as a re-
sponse to American Interna-
tional's invasion of their
Pittsburgh (PIT) hub. When AIA
went bankrupt, the plans were
scrapped. But on on 01 JUN 88
US Air began nonstop £flights
from MDW to PIT, Jjoining their
Allegheny Commuter affiliate
Air Kentucky at MDW. Air Ken-
tucky had started MDW service
to Indianapolis (IND) on 15
MAR 88.

MDW's rebirth as a major
airport can be attributed to
the emergence of ML as a major
force in Chicago. of a total
of nearly six million passen-
gers at MDW in 187, ML carried
close to 3.5 million, nearly
60%. In that year, growth at
MDW was 38.7%, second only to
that of IAD. Aircraft opera-

(via Bob Soraparu)

tions rose to 251,253 in 1987,
the highest since 1968. These
passenger totals were the
highest since 1960 and MDW is
well on its way to re-estab-
lish 1itself as one of the
busiest airports in the United
States.

Coinciding with the
resurgence of traffic at MDW,
ground was broken on 18 APR 88
for a $50 million development
at 66th Street and Cicero Ave-
nue. The first phase includes
construction of a four-storey,
137-room Hampten 1Inn, to be
ready by late 1988. The second
phase calls for a six-storey,
200-unit all-suite hotel for
completion by the spring of
1989. This development, only
three blocks south of MDW, is
the first in many years to be
initiated near the airport.

At present ML operates more
than 40 jets to 28 cities in
the U.S., Bahamas and the Vir-
gin islands from its MDW-based
hub. Its Midway Commuter pro-
vides services in more than 14
short-haul, regional markets
with a fleet of turboprop
Dornier 228s. Many more
services are planned for 1988.

In 1987 ML ordered 12,
133-passenger MD-87s from
McDonnell Douglas. The air-
craft, powered by Pratt &
Whitney JT8D-219 engines, will
offer exceptional performance
for operations out of MDW. Tt
will be the first time a jet-
liner with maximum payload is
able to operate from MDW non-
stop to any major city within
the continental United States.

Today MDW can accommodate
most of the small and medium-
sized jet airliners on its two
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main runways, 13R-31L at 6,519
ft (1,588 m) and 4R-22L at
6,102 £t (1,860 m). Two shor-
ter parallel runways, 13L-31R
at 5,078 £t (1,549 m) and 4L -
22R at 5,509 ft (1,680 m) are
used mainly for general avia-
tion. All four are 150 ft (46
m) wide. A new, narrower NE/SW
general aviation runway built
in 1985, is not operational.
It was built as part of the
airport's master plan, but was
found to be too close to the
main runway, 13L-31R.

ATRLINES AND ATRCRAFT AT MDW
Ten airlines now operate

out of MDW: five majors -
Continental, Northwest, TWA,
Us Air and United, ; two

nationals = Midway and
Southwest, and three commuters
- Air Kentucky (an Allegheny
commuter), Iowa Airways (Mid-
way Commuter) and Midstate.
Midway alone operates more
than 70% of all services at
MDW.

Airliners operating from MDW
include all series of the
Boeing 727, 737 and McDonnel
Douglas DC-9, and the EMB-110
Bandeirante and Swearingen
Metro. The airport is also
home to a number of fixed-base
operators (FBOs), including
Aero Services Int'l., Aviation
Red Carpet Services, Butler
Aviation and Monarch Air Ser-
vices. They provide fuel,
ground handling and aircraft
maintence, mainly for corpo-
rate and business aircraft,
but some services are provided
for the scheduled carriers.

MDW has been on offcial
U.S. Port of Entry since 19054.
A U.S. Customs Office 1is in
operation nearby to clear 1in-
bound cargo shipments at the
airport.

MDW is an important link in
the Chicago Airport system.
Not only was it the «clty's
first alrport, but also, for
more than 30 years, il was the
world's busiest. A recent
study of the airport by the
city concluded MDW can safely
handle 223,000 aircraft oper-

ations per year.This level
would be sufficient to serve,
once again, more than 10
million passengers a year.

In connection with the
overall development of the

airport, the city has embarked
on a $496 million rapid tran
sit project wih will link MDW
with downtown Chicago.

Midway Airport is truly
'The Birthplace of Modezxrn
Municipal Aviation'.

The future has taken off
today.




In January and February,
1987, my wife and I travelled
to sunny Mexico for a vacation
from the snow in Holland. Be-
side seeing the sights, I in-
tended to give myself another
treat: a flight on a DC-3.

Once plentiful in Holland
and elsewhere in Europe, the
DC-3 now is a very rare bird
indeed on the continent.

After a 13 1/2-hour £flight
on a Cubana IL-62M from Brus-
sels through Zurich and Gan-
der, we landed at Havana's
Jose Marti International Ailr-
port. Highlight of the flight,
but not listed on Cubana's in-
flight entertainment schedule,
was an intercept over France
by a French Air Fozce Mirage
fighter.

Following a nightstop in
Havana, we continued to Mexico
City on a Cubana TU-154B2.
From there we would travel to
our ultimate destination, Gua-
temala and Belize, with some
airport stops on the way.

Approximately 300 mi (500
km) southeast of Mexico City
we visited the district capi-
tal Oaxaca. This town, with a
large 1Indian population, Iis
famous for its colorful mar-
kets and 1lies in the warm
Oaxaca Valley at an altitude
of 7,287 £t (1,546 m). The
town has a modern airport,
well-known for its DC-3 oper-
ations. We requested and re-

DC 3 operations,

-------------------- Mexican style

By JAN KOPPEN &
MARGRIET HOOGEWERF

FLYING ON A SCHEDULED DC-3 PASSENGER SERVIC
TREAT IN MOST PARTS OF THE WORLD. SO RARE, SOME ﬁ%ﬂp§§°°"ﬂ A RARE
PREPARED TO TRAVEL THOUSANDS OF MILES FOR A CHANCE TG Do =
KOPPEN AND HIS WIFE DID JUST THAT: IN EARLY 1987, THEY g, oo 2N
MEXICO AND FOUND THAT NOT ONLY IS THE DC-3 STILL IN PAsSmonr =P
SERVICE THERE, BUT ALSO THAT FORMALITIES ARE MUCH MORE Rpp oiX
AND INFORMAL THAN AT THE WORLD'S MAJOR AIRPORTS. RhrED
HERE IS THEIR REPORT.
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Next was XA-ION (c/n 4225),
its engines missing, carrying
the name 'Ciudad de Oaxaca'.
This former Sapnish Air Force
C-47 was delivered to Lineas
Aereas Oaxaguenas S.A. at
Oaxaca a few years ago. The
airline, wunfortunately, had
ceased operations some time
before our visit.

Another DC-3 receiving
ovarhaul was XA-JIH (c/n
99p04) 'Mitla'. This aircraft
was operated by Aerovias
ODaxaquenas S.A. and once was
PH-TBP of KLM and PJ-ALT of
KLM (West Indies). It had
arrived 1in Oaxaca sometime
after JAN 80 via the U.S.,
where it was known to be with
Basler Flight S8ervices of
Oshkosh, Wisconsin in the late
1970s.

Both her engines had been
removed and were resting near-
by on old aircraft tires. The
oil-splattered ramp looked
like a deserted junk yard, but
the local Aerovias Oaxaquenas
duty officer assured us the
aircraft would be ready for
flying duty the next. We had
our doubts about this ...!

Aerovlas Oaxaqguenas was
founded in NOV 79 by a group
of businessmen who wanted to
make ''big money''. It oper-
ated two 28-passenger Dakotas
for daily scheduled services
to Puerto Escondido and Salina
Cruz.

Puerto Escondido, also
called !''the next Acapulco'',
is a tourist =xesort on a
beautiful bay on the Pacific
coast. It can be reached by
road from Oaxaca. But this |is
a gruelling 13-hour Jjourney,
partly along dirt roads and
air transport is recommended.

The other port of call,
Salina Cruz, ils a boomimg and
evil-smelling port city with a
naval base, extensive oil
storage installations and an
oil refinery. Normally only
oll workers and businessmen
travel on the RAerovias flights
from Oaxaca. The airline's
time table lists the following

services:

We wanted to depart from
Oaxaca in 'grand style' and we
decided to sample the service
on one of the early-morning
flights to Salina Cruz. We ar-
rived at the airport at the
crack of dawn and confirmed
our flight at the RAerovias
check-in desk in the modern
terminal building. I intro-
duced nyself to the desk clerk
as the £lying reporter from
Holland who would «ride the
Mexican DC-3.

A few minutes later I met
Captain Jose Manuel Galicia
Galan, 33, who had started
flying when he was 17 and had
been a C€C-47 pilot with the
Mexican Air Force. He had
amassed 6,800 hours on a num-
ber of transport aircraft, but
he had never mastered the Eng-
lish language. He 1insisted 1I
stay in the cockpit during the
flight.

Co-pilot, Gustano Ortega
Berdoso, with 3.000 hours on
the DC-3, had one advantage

over his captain ... he did
speak some English, but
'"'yves'' and ''no'' were the

only words I understood.
Happily my Spanish lessons
were paying off and communi-
cating was no problem.

However, when EDT ('Esti-
mated Time of Departure!')
came, the DC-3 was not yet
ready. She was still taking on
fuel from a bright yellow fuel
truck and nobody seemed to be
in a hurry.

Half and hour later the
alrcraft was ready to board
her eight passengers, who had
been wailting patiently.

This DC-3, XA-JII (c/n
20416) was delivered to the
USAF in 1944 and was converted
by Remmert Werner of Florida
in 1963 for executive use. It
made its way to Mexico some-
time in the 1970s.

The cabin still had the
luxurious interior of her cor-
porate flying days in the USA.
Pairs of comfortable seats
with green upholstery lined
the cabin. The cloakroom at
the rear of the cabin featured
gold-colored handgrips and the
side- and ceiling panels of
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the cabin were stylishly deco-
rated. The interior 1lighting
created a special atmosphere.
It was hard to believe this
was a vintage airliner which
had seen wartime service.

While my wife enjoyed the
view from the cabin through
one of the 1large, panoramic
windows, my ride in the cock-
pit was somewhat less comfort-
able, but no 1less enjoyable.
There was no jump seat for me
to sit on during take-off and
I was told just to lean on the
counter in the very spacious
pantry area right behind the
cockpit, with no wall separat-
ing the two.

At 9:15 a.m., 45 minutes
behind schedule, XA-JII thun-
dered down the runway and
lifted off into the clear and
hot morning air to climb slow-
ly to her assigned altitude of
8,000 £t (2,500 m).

Somehat unnerving was that
Capt. Galan and his co-pilot
were more interested in the
aviation magazines I had taken
along than in the close prox-
imity of the peaks of the
gierra Madre del Sur mountain
range which were passing by
the cockpit windows every few
minutes. They really could not
understand why anybody was in-
terested in prop aviation, let
alone in the faithful DC-3!

Cruising along at 160 knots
(290 km/h) we reached galina
Cruz after about 50 minutes
and XA-JII started its descent
with a wide left turn out over
the Pacific for a straight-in
approach to the single runway,
low over the city's centre.
After exactly 55 minutes £ly-
ing time and with a firm thud,
capt. Galan set his DC-3 down
on one of the most-neglected
airstrips in all Mexico. With
steady braking, XA-JII stopped
in time for a seemingly unper-
turbed herd of weary looking
goats crossing the runway .-
not unusual for every day life
in Mexico.

parked on the ramp a few
minutes later we Jumped out
... into vegetation so thick,
it reminded me of a botanic
garden. I wondered how the
crew had managed to taxi the
aircraft through it all.

After thanking Capt. Galan
and co-pilot Berdeso for their
hospitality and the enjoyable
trip, we walked to a public
road where we were soon picked
up by the most-dilapidated,
prehistoric bus I have ever
seen. It was missing a lot of
essential parts, such as back
rests for the seats. Highly
unpleasant for long trips. We
soon wished we wexre back in
the DC-3.




One of the two derelict DC-3s
seen at Santa Elena Airport,
Flores, Guatemala. Can any
reader tell us what the title
FYDEP means, or what the ini-
tials stand for?

Aero Express operated its DC-3, N49454, >
c/n 10177 on ad-hoc freight charters with-
in Guatemala. The former Brazilean Air
Force livery was still basically intact,
the BrAF type designation C-47 was still
on the fin and number '45' (from FAB 2045)
was on the nose, but no other titles or
names were visible.

This C-47 had been converted to a DC-3C
-S4C4G on 06 SEP 83 somewhere in Florida,
USA, according to the c/n plate which I
checked inside. She was seen at Miami sev-
eral times in 1986 and she was La Aurora
Airport, Guatemala on 28, 29 & 30 JAN and
on 01 and 02 FEB 87 when I saw her there.
She still had

g B ) fss - B We spotted the following
_ﬁ?” . S . = Dakotas on our trip to Mexico

and Guatemala:

At OAXACA Alrport:

XA-JIH, DC-3C, c/n 9904 &
XA-JII, DC-3C, c/n 20416, both
active with Aerovias Oaxaqu-

enas S.A. Faded Aviateca colors still (TG-TAG), DC-3, c/n 2250,
small plastic e XA-JOI, DC-3A, c/n 4992, visible. Both alrcraft are in preserved in reasonable condi-
inserts in Pl ls ShO'I‘ down b H d stored, Aerolineas de Monte a children's playground on the tion, used as focal point in
some side ane y on U ras Alban. In very good condition. west side of the airport. front of a restaurant, all-red
Yﬁgﬁzziio:nshe Toronto Aircraft impounded by airport (0961), C-47, Guatemalan color. Located close to the

i Globe & authorities for airline's Alr Force. Preserved wings airport, on Plaza Berlin, Zona
may have been gtsoclalediftecs Mail, ;2?.\,5,!3?: or whether there were der between Honduras and Nicara- failu:e to pay landing fees and engines only, as r’nonumegt 14.pNo :':eglstration visible.
or was to be TEGUCIGALPA 11 MAR 87 It said ihe plane was shot down at gua because U.S.-supported Nicara- and other charges. in memory of her crew, killed
used as a gun- An unidentified plane was shot 11:30 p.m. on Monday, about 150 guan rebels, or contras, operate XB-DPN, active, owner un- in crash on 27 OCT 51. At Chetumel Naval Base, Mexico
ship at some down by the Honduran Air Force kil'ometz;‘esl st of 5{; u I from bases in southern Honduras. known. Aircraft named 'Usila'. 550, Cc-47, c/n 26286, N18944, DC-3A, <c/n 2017,
time during after it entered Honduran airspace St ol legucigalpa. . Flies cement £for C.A.P.C.E. stored without engines, Fuerza stored in very good condition,
he:npait' appzla_r:emly from neighboring rgica gé%ég‘;r:rzsngggrrlttgllgﬁeme Alperaly SO\flr:ce ;Vgghttlx;gtoln. B s hopagon -l ARESS onemela eolors: il i e W Ll

uring our < 3 . al e plane was * y o = = -
visit togLa ragua, the armed forces said yester- “The crew of the plane did not ©°f ours, and lhel?e’s no &sdicg(t)ilo?lni? XA-ION, DC-3C, c/n 4225, 520 & 525, C-47 of F.A.G., (N61723), C-47, c/n 26536,

Aurora Airport [day.
a new factory-

identify -itself,” the Honduran state-
ment said. ‘‘Because of that, with

Was a plane cperating in support of
the contras.” £ & Ppe

stored in reasonably good con-

dition without engines, blue

both active.

blue cheatline, N-registration
not visible.

In Washington, U.S. Government ‘cheatline. Ex-Lineas Aereas At La Aurora Ailrport, Ciudad Unidentified DC-3, stored
type conveyor sources said the plane may have all peaceful procedures exhausted, “It supposedly was monitored Oaxaguenas S.A., named 'Ciudad de Guatemala, Guatemala: in reasonable condition,
belt, to dis- been involved in drug smuggling. the air force carried out warning €0ming out of Nicaragua.” another de Oaxaca'. N49454, DC-3C, c/n 10177, orange cheatline, beige top,
Ch?zgi “hv oa- |The Pentagon said no U.S. military shots and then shot down the Source said, gt AL RN erY  TRpress yat v B e B0 o i, g
Eﬁdiopgmg, P27 laircraft were operating in the area.  plane.” _Pentagon spokesman  Robert At Flores - Santa Elena Air- Eime of our visit;: La:er shot panoramic windows.

) i i i . ; port, Guatemala: own - see seperate story.
was being in- In Managua, an official at the offﬁéﬂg‘f;1e“g‘}g!:§és§uﬁg?iz, d:lref.tor th?iesald he was not familiar with Two DC-3s, identities 510, C-47,PF.A.G., e All three DC-3s at Chetumel
stalled. Local |peaqquarters of the Nicaraguan Air Cffice. satl tha Iang lcrl'-e?da! O - it kPOI't. but added: *“The U.S., to unknown, derelict  fuselages 530, 540, 555 (c/n 33499), were at the Federal Police
mechanics were |p,.c. saijd no Nicaraguan planes d 'f th p hene HP“‘ milit Nowledge, had no planes, no only. Both painted all-red and 560 & 575, all cC-47, all ramp. All had been {&mpounded
not too co-op- had been shot down. Nicaraguan uras from the southeast, passing ol ary planes, involved in any wearing large FYDEP titles. active with F.A.G. for drug smuggling.
aEREAVE L& Drfemce Ministry officials were out over El Paraiso province bordering Ootdown or crash.

answering my
questions
about why and
for whom they
were install-
ing the equip-
ment.

The reason became clear
later, when this DC-3 was shot

comment.

of the capital and not available for

The Honduran statement did not
say how many people were aboard

Nicaragua and over an area south
of Tegucigalpa. It was shot down in
.Copan province near the Guatema-
lan border.

Tensions are high along the bor-

UnﬁsuS:|u;ce said it would not be
used b or such an aircraft to be
Suspicl, drug runners. *‘We have Our
imml(:lons that this might have

Ved a drug operation,” he said.

For years DC-3s have been
under threat of being grounded
permanently for lack of parts
for thelr 1200 hp Pratt &
Whitney R-1830 Twin Wasps.

Propjets to extend the 1life
of the DC-3 have proved too
expensive for commercial use.

DC-3/2000

of Peterborough, Ontario first

The Polish engine is the
only large radial piston air-
craft engine manufactured any-
where in the world today.

Its PZIL AW-2 four-bladed
propeller has been modified by
PZL to give full feathering

nine-cyl. i .
down over Honduras on 10 MAR A Canadlan alroraft modlifl- giirs: g;EORZz—:;EE engines? cap;ﬁéli§§2—62lR engines are
87 when the crew did not res- cation firm believes it can This DC-3 0, C-GIDM, ¢/n ratad - @t 1,000 b, Aagainst
pond to questions by Honduran prolong the 1lives of the bc-3/2000, 4 ’ 4

ATC. All on board were killed.
(See the Associated Press re-

approximately 1,000 Dakotas

still in civil and military

20721, operated with the Span-
ish Air Force as T3-34 until

1,200 hp for the Twin Wasps
they replace. But Airtech says

withdrawn after an accident on they provide greater static

ptl)r; gy e ngonzg Bez;;cgsisnghg?wgﬁgéch canada 21 DECSIGS LE was Sald bo Aves thrust, resulting in approxi-

Globe & Mail newspape -3G) High, Britain as G-BLFK until mately egual cruise and climb
MAR 87 reproduced here DC-3/2000 with Polish x sold to Airtech in JAN 87. performance.

gllgnenglines: Airtech has specialized

Two pc-3s, unknown ldenti-
ties but probably ex-Aviateca,
derelict at Santa Elena Air-
port, Flores, Guatemala, in
late JAN/early FEB 87. See
next page.
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since 1980 in retrofitting DHC
Beavers and Otters with Polish
PZL radials. Both conversions
of the Canadian bush aircraft
fly under Canadian and U.S.
certification.

Interestingly, the Polish
engine is a Soviet development
of the Wright R-1820 Cyclone,
another of the engines which
powered the DC-3. 8S8everal wvar-
iants of the Cyclone clone
were built by the Soviets for
many years before production
was transferred to Poland in
1959. Since then Polish pro-
duction has exceeded 20,000.



POST CARD CORNER

by WILLTAM DEMAREST

20 Emirates A310-304, A6-EKA
21 Gamair 707-348C, JY-AEB
22 Hispania 737-3Z9, EC-EBX
23 Intercargo Service

Vanguard 953, F-GEJF
24 Kar-Air A-300-B4-203 OH-LAB
25 Linhas Aereas de Macambique

IL-62M, C-9-BAE

26 Orion AW A300-B4-203 G-BMZK
27 Talair DHC-8-102

4.Editions RIL:
484 - Royal Jordanian
747-2D3B, JY-AFS

‘g. U.s,ﬁhblicgtions

95 Sun Coast AL 727-027 N803SC
96 Continental Express
BAel46-200 N406XV

97 Sunworld International

DC-9-15 N2892Q

98 SAETA 727-95 HC-BJL

99 pDelta AL MD-88 N902DL
100 Lufthansa 707-458 D-ABOC

101

102
103

105
106
107

Hercules AL Bristol 170
ZK-EPD
RFG ATR-42 F-0DSG
Manx AL SF-340 G-HOPP
Northwest 757-287 N601RC
Delta AL DC-10-10 NSOBWA
MNorcanair F-28-100 C-GTUU
Republique Populaire du
Congo 727-2M7 TN-AEB

108 United AL 737-322 N301lUA
109 Chaperal Charters DC-3C
C-FTAS

Before too long, the Air-
liners International Conven-
tion '88 will be wupon us in
penver. This year, for the
first time, you'll be able to
display your postcard collec-
tion in a contest. Contact the
convention planners for more
information.

In a later issue I will at-
tempt to discuss various ways
of storing and displaying your
postcard collections, varlous
means of finding additions to
you collection, and 'oddball'
or unique aicraft which have
appeared on postcards.

487 - Royal Jordanian - o
A310-300, F-0DVp <

488 Classic Air DC-3, HB-IsC /__A £ s : See you in Denver!
Dan-Air London A300-B4-230, ) iii DT |

G-BMNB 3
490 Air Portugal L-1011-500, E

Air Jamai = 5 CS-T . FT:
maica A300, 6Y-JMJ (model) Airline issue 493 Air France/Europe Air ED . EgETBoggzgpgggergggoéQOde1)
r

Once again its is time to

Kuwait AW BRAe 125,

SF-340, F-GELG
494 Aeroflot TU-134 CCCP-65923

Aerosucre C-46A-60-CK, HK-1322
RIGHT: Polynesian 727-200 (model)

‘bring forth another exciting 9K-AGA & AGB i
gr/fr 499 Tunis Air 727-200 -
array of new and not so new LTE 757 if/fr 505 TAT Metroliner, F:GggEJHR SR e i
postcards. Despite the eco- Polynesian 727-200, 503 ATI DC-9-31, I-DIKS
nomic woes which plague many VH-RMN ml/if/£1 v o w

,airlines, new postcards con-
tinue to appear at a rapid
pace.

One exciting aspect of the
airline industry is 1its con-

Safair L-100/707

combi picture card
Southwest (Japan) 737-200

20th annivers. card if/f1
Southwest (Japan) 737-200

5.Flite-Line Fotocards:
FLF-079 Western DC-6B N93117

6.Len Wallis photo:
LWP-1 Tempus Air Metroliner,

el
e i LY THE BLUEBIRDS

stant state of change. 014 20th annivers. card gr/ho C-GIZIG
airlines disappear and new LWP-2 Nordair Metro SE/it L
ones emerge. The same for col- 2.APC Publications: CV-580, C-GNMQ i ) B
gr I ” =
.......... AERBLRRET R TR ARRRRRanE & l‘___,_' ’

or schemes. For us it means
plenty of new postcards for
our collections.

I must apologize in advance
for the lack of a comprehen-
sive listing of the issues by
the various private publish-
ers. Since April I have been
living in Chicago and working
on the east coast, which has
taken away 1lots of my free
time.

I think you'll enjoy this
latest offering.

Codes:

ab - airbrush

fr, £1 - facing right, left
gr - on the ground

ho - head-on

APC-A69 Quebecair BAe 748-276,
C-FAGI
APC-A70 JAT ATR-42, YU-ALK

3.Avimage France:

18 Air France 707-328B, F-BHSY
latest colors

19 Air Inter Viscount 708,

F-BGNU
! (k3

-

if - in flight
ml - model
1.Airline issues: Southwest
Air Jamaica A.300 if/fr/ml (dapan)
Air Nippon 737-200 gr/f1 {37200
DLT Fokker 50 i£/fr/ml nixline
DLT DHC-8 gr/fr e
DLT EMB-120, D-CEMB if/f1
El1 Al 757 if/fl/ab
Germania 727, 737-300
Indian AL A.310 if/f1
Kuwait AW 727-200 9K-AFA if/frx
Kuwait AW 747-200 9K-ADA if/fr

14

I.Mercator (Brazil):
Cruzeiro 737-200 PP-CJN at

Navegantes

8.8kyliner Cards:
013 Aero Virgin Islands DC-3

N25651
014 Aerosucre C-46 HK-1322
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STICKER CHATTER by DON THOUAS

FOKKER 100

Southwest Says

Stuff my

nol
Sl‘OCkmg. Amsterdam

Airport Schiphol

GoingTo Europe
This Summer
On Pan Am.

The Miami mini-convention in
March was a success, as was
the Atlanta one in May. Now
comes another, held by the Tri
-State Airline Historical So-
ciety at the Newark Vista
Int'l Hotel. It is not until
09 & 10 SEP, so you have plen-

ty of notice. Display tables
are $15. We can hope this is a
prelude to a national Airlin- BAGGAGE IDENTIRCATION LABEL
ers convention in that city. NAME:
_ Now on to the new sticker 19 ADDRESS:
issues. |
i 3 B . CITY:
) Bill Gawchik of Pan Am sent 7~ ™\ 10
in a_big_one - six inches (153 ) ] COUNTRY: ZIP CODE
mm) in diameter (#1). It says: s @ Y
"America's Going To Europe lr ‘
This Summer on Pan Am." How- . 12
ever, with the decline of the

“ SeyChelleS The label is light green and

t i i red, similar to the previous

.hattﬁPKGPe is coming to Amer- one showing Pilgrim's F-27B

=Ea 1s summer. : turboprop. Len Wallis of
From Lee Bachar we received G makmg dreams come true ) Canac'lg sint in this one.

sSome new Southwest Airlines N - 11

hearts with cute sayings on
them (#2a & b). Two are green,
two red and two silver. He
also sent a BIL from Skyworld
Airlines of Denver (#3), a BIL
from Time Air, Alberta, Canada
(#4)and two new Northwest Air-
lines BILs (#5a & b).

dollar it 1looks more 1likely

TAP, Portugal (#6). "Girassol"
stands for sunflower in Portu- - 14
guese. Henk also sent in the
new KLM "Fokker 100" label
(#7) and one from Schiphol
Alrport, Amsterdam (#8).

Pilgrim Air is a new Ital-
ian charter airline which is-
sued labels #9 & 10. The Air
Seychelles label (#11) is in
blue, red and green on white.
Also new are the Bahamas Air-
ways BIL (#12) and the "Delta
to the U.g.A." label (#13).

Thanks, Henk. Hope to see
you again at the convention
this year.

The former Pilgrim Airlines
of Connecticut had an F-28 la-
bel (#14). Pilgrim was pur-
3 2121 VALENTIASTREET « DENVEFR, COLORADO 80220 Tl ol (el 1elephone cthased by and integrated into
Business Express in MAR 86.

5
3
:
4

o

SIANITYIV
1SAMHLHON

From member Henk Heiden of
The Netherlands came some new
labels: a beautiful one from 5b

BAGGAGE Il D. TAG
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The label of Wings Airways
of Blue Bell, Pennsylvania
(#15) was sent in by Frank
Blumenthal, editor of the Air-
post Journal. Used at Dulles
Airport, Washington, D.C.

From Al Van Wickler we
received a nice Dornier 228
label (#16), and similar ones
for Eastern Express and North-
west Orient Air Line. Al also
sent in three new labels from
Tarom, the Rumanian airline
(#17a, b & c).

At the Miami show I picked
up a new Delta sticker which
says "Delta is the official
airline of the U.S. Ski Team"
(#18). It comes in rolls.

Don't miss these mini-con-

ventions: you never know what
you will find. How about seven
new Airbus labels? Most unusu-
al 1is the Garuda Indonesia
A300 with blue border instead
of the usual silver (#19), and
most surprising is one for the
American Airlines A300-600 on
a red background instead of
white (#20). Also new ones for
the Air France A320, Air Port-
ugal A310, Korean Air A300-
600, Hapag-Lloyd Flug A310-200
and Airbus Industrie A320. A
colorful lot of stickers.
{ There are now Lufthansa
labels for the A300, the A310
and also one marked only "Air-
bus Industrie." According to
the New York Times, Lufthansa
will buy the Airbus A340, not
yet in production. Airbus In-
dustrie needs orders from £ve
airlines to start the A340
pProject .

Ol Gl

L IRIEONAEC Siwd

BEND BACK TO PEEL

Mﬁxmwe
WINGS FIELD

15 BLUE BELL, PA 18422
(215) 646-1800

Name

Address

Phone

TtTar-orxn

BE=COEER ROMANMIAN AR TRANSPOAT|
A WORLD OF TRADITION |

J

U l‘l".liga L) .q'aﬂ.qﬂ'{?.q.o.ﬂesia 'IIOIICOIIIUD.

Gi/1\s10)0)

WITH THE
COMPLIMENTS
OF

tar-oxmmm
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ROMANIAN AIR TRANSPORT

FRANKFURT @ LONDON @ VANCOUVER @ LOS ANGELES
@ DALLAS @ HAWAII @ TAHITI @ FlJI @ SANMOA®
TONGA @ COOK ISLANDS @ NEUKALEDONIEN

dir NEW ZEalLanp

PERTH@HOBART @ MELBOURNE @ SYDNEY ® BRISBANE
@ TOKYO ® HONG KONG @ SINGAPORE @ NORFOLK @
AUCKLAND @ WELLINGTON @ CHRISTCHURCH

Air New Zealand isn't bash-
ful about listing its destina-
tions - see their new sticker
(#21). Eastern Airlines uses a
cardboard-type BIL for its El
Inter Americano service (#22).

Kent Kistler sent a strange
Boeing label from CAAC, the
Red Chinese airline (#23) and
CAAC's new BIL, green on white
(#24).

Besides the £fine aviation
books featured in BOOKCASE in
the previous Captain's Log and
again in this 1issue, I can
highly recommend another new
book, because I am the author.
Called "LINDBERGH and COMMER-
CIAL AVIATION", it should be
in print in June and 1 hope
you will receive flyers about
it by then, if I get them in
time.

This book will be similar
to "NOSTALGIA PANAMERICANA",
size 9 x 12 in, 40 pages 1in
original color, with a minimum
of descriptive text. It will
cover Col. Lindberg's associa-
tion with TAT, TAT-Maddux, TWA
and Pan American Airways as
technical adviser. Lindbergh
was invaluable to those air-
lines in that capacity. Sel-
dom-published photographs will
be featured, plus many £light
covers originally carried on
survey flights with these
airlines. There are also col-
orful early baggage labels and
other memorabilia. The price
is $17, postpaid in the U.S.
and Canada; %19 overseas and
$23 overseas by air mail, from
Don Thomas, 1801 0ak Creek
Drive, Dunedin, FLA 34698,
USA.

I have 3just received a
great book, and I mean great.
Called "Great Airports MIAMI",
this pictorial history is
reviewed in BOOKCASE in this
issue of the LOG.

Available: a big box of
more than 40 Travel Guides
published by Pan American Air-
ways, 1963-73, including nine
New Horizon World Guides, 1963
-72, and other guides to the
USA, Caribbean, Latin America,
Asia, Europe and individual
areas. Also guides to 1living
abroad, maps, etc. Contact
Clayton Keehn, 2117 Barcelona
Drive, Clearwater, FLA 34624,
USA. Phone (813) 531-4807.

CAAC
Y
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BE-EANER

#1. 153 mm dia.; red, white & blue
borders, from outside in; white center,
hat in U.S. flag colors & design; text
in black; Pan Am timetables light blue;
suit jacket deep purple, nearly black;
vest red with white ruffles.

#2. 51 x 42 mm; (a) red text on sil-
ver; (b) white text on green.

#3. 230 x 32 mm; white on blue (left
half) & blue on white (right).

#4. 63 x 121 mm; all printing red on
white.

#5. (a) 91 x 51 mm, (b) 149 x 48 mm;
both burgundy red on white.

#6. 90 mm dia.; white border, white
airline name; brown & yellow sunflower
colors; "Girassol" in red, orange, yel-
low, white & blue (from top of letters
down); all on a dark blue-gray center.

$#7. 143 x 112 mm; white text; deep
blue sky;, F.100 in two-tone KLM blue.

#8. 111 x 79 mm; black text on white
in top half; white text on deep blue
bottom half, separated by airport build-
ings silhouetted in black; black air-
plane; orange sun.

#9. B85 mm dia. circle inside 100 x
100 mm white square; Circle: white &
black border, light blue sky, dark blue
"fuselage" & orange "wings" all bordered
in white, in logo; white airline name;
lion's uniform & cap blue; lion's head
with brown manes, orange face, brown-
gray nose, pink tongue; white cheeks and
beard.

#10. 89 x 69 mm; white background;
blue "fuselage" and red "wings" in logo;
white text.

#11. 101 x 44 mm; white background;
logo red (top) & green (bottom); blue
text.

#12. 89 x 49 mm; all printing 1light
blue on white, except for orange of bot-
tom half of triangle.

#13. 51 mm dia.; white background;
black text; blue & red Delta logo; red,
white & blue U.S. flag.

#14. 127 x 76 mm; narrow orange bor-
der; alrcraft outline in green; Pilgrim
green; Alrlines orange (same for name on
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forward fuselage); tail 1logo green,
orange, yellow from front to rear.

Bl5. 82 x 59 mm; all printing blue on
white, except for red bar through air-
line name.

#16. 193 x 67 mm; deep blue back-
ground; white & red aircraft with black
& orange cheat line; black text.

#17a. 63 mm dia.; white background,
blue clouds & girl's dress; orange semi—
circle at botton & text + logo on air-
plane; black text in "Transports" line;
white text in bottom semi-circle.

pl7b. 45 x 65 mm; white background;
black text & sguare in top part; bur-
gundy red print on bottom two-thizds._
© Bl7c. 100 x 50 mm; "tarom"”, "Romanian
Air Transport" line & large logo on left
in burgundy red; rest of printing black.

#18. 83 x 92 mm;  white background;
blue L-1011 & text; red bars at bottom.

#19. 229 x 89 mm; light blue border;
black airplane outline on wite center;
dark blue airline name vertical tail;
feathers in airline 1logo fading from
light blue to 1light green front to
rear; black text at top & bottom.

#20. 229 x 89 mm; silver border
around red center; airplane in silver
with standard red, white & blue AR 1liv-
ery; white engines; black text top &
bottom.

#21. 146 x 58 mm; dark blue text;
green dots separating the place names;
green horizontal 1line across label,
sweeping up into front part of tail
logo; rear part of tail logo in blue
with white bird.

#22. 133 x 32 mm; El Inter Americano
text red on dark beige background; East-
ern name & logo in light yellow; xright
half of tag light yellow; American con-=
tinent in alternating horizontal pink &
yellow lines. Reverse: red text & lines
on white.

#23. 102 mm di.; white background;
rainbow in blue, yellow, red from out-
side in; rest of printing black.

#24. 91 x 70 mm; green on white, ex-
cept for red stars in airline logo.




\"\V |l N (B S & —II_ IH II N 'B S by RICHARD KORAN

THERE'S MORE TO CREATING

A WING OR BADGE THAN PULLING | Y i P
IT OUT OF A HAT A N ‘
A FEDERAL EXPRESS PILOT ,f.:// ' .. | Federal Express pilot wing worn in the mid- These Federal Express pilot wings are based
TELLS HOW IT IS DONE 877 \\ \ 1970s and, in my opinion, one of the most- on the air force air crew wing. They had a
_ /! " \& X beautiful wings in my collection. The shoul- different centre. The center button has the
- - 1 oy \ ders are polished silver and the wings are letters 'FE' vertically joined. FedEx crews
i N R satin finished. The center has dark blue/ had no input in this wing design and were not
.// N / \ ‘{ purple enamel at the top with a silver 'F! impressed with its quality.
/,ﬁ( R ! ‘ and the bottom is polished silver with a red
enamel 'E'. This style wing was the first one
worn by John Whitehead (see article). Federal Express pilot wing as recently selec-
| ted by their pilots for wear. The corporate
1 . logo in the center has the dark purple at the
i ‘ first display case was the ma- top and polished silver below. 'Federal' |is
\ /A ! jority winner. in silver and 'Express' in red. The wing has
. ’ | ;IttVES t:En a mzttir of polished shoulders and satin finish below. 2
\ ‘ . contacting e manufacturers coating of gold color on the lower ortion
Artist's drawing of possible [ ! \ ; Gumpis Pederai BEwpress e which I felt produced a higher was tested but rejected in favor of a?l—sil—
Federall Evoreis it BAdaE . \\.Eﬁ r- 5 badge submitted by Halfod:r FaL *qu:lltwaigg and askhthem fo; ver. The blgck marks at the top of. the wing
shows the movement "streaks" Y 7 connigeration by FEhe crews. EEZ eﬁ: fa ';ui waz ? o;;n an v 2re reflections from my camera eguipment.
rate 1logo. This 1illustrates » LA American continent only, but dale togethes to r;\eet with
e, gl S E S Sy .- it was decided to use a global Balfour representatives during
eventually turned down. As s design instead. This hat badge 2 :
John Whitehead said, this is did . the day. I explained I wanted
not have any polished sur- them to beqi ith th USAir
the one Balfour ot "close g1 Wl &
g faces except for the FedEx emplem in mind, but to expand
on. Federal Express hat badge ac- logo at the bottom. the idea from Ehere. I hoped
cepted by FedEx crew members this would produce a wing The only difference in the that the logo was to appear in
7 - shows thg global design and which met the parameters wing itself was a test coating orbit with just a few streaks
From time to time I have the USAir-like wreath which pilots elected to represent desired by the pilot group, of gold color on the satin showing movement ... they got
offgzed WAHS members an oppor- lived through all changes. The our group as a whole to man- while creating a new emplem, finish part. close."
tunity to contribute to this wreath and the background of agement and within the indus- unique to Federal Express. "It looked so good it was
colum by submitting interest- the world have a satin finish. try. The FAB was aware of my "A major goal was met by given every consideration," As an aside to his article,
ing wing-related articles, The continents and FedEx logo collection of wings. placing the corporate logo of John said, "but the gold would John also said that "all pi-
comments and photographs, in have polished surfaces. Top of "] contacted most of the Federal Express in the center have caused a change in the lots have yet to be issued the
the hope of becoming a sort of the logo is purple with silver major manufacturers and re- in color. The remainder of the color of stripes on our uni- new emblems and until this is
'clearinghouse' of information "Federal" and the "Express" is quested that their artists wing is silver - both polished forms, the hats would all have completed, there are no extra
useful to the airline memora- red on the polished white sur- create some drawings from and satin finish. The hat to be changed because of the wings available from the FedEx
bilia collector. face below. which the 1line pilots could badge incorporates a globe to color of the scrambled eggs, Flight Department." Wing col-
John Whitehead, Federal Ex- select a style. I took a glass‘ depict the 'international’ and the uniform buttons would lectors, take note!
press captain and fellow wing showcase in our crew lounge status now enjoyed by Federal have to be changed as well. We
collector, has submitted an and displayed wings and hat Express, as well as the com- decided to go with the silver Thanks John, for taking the
article outlining his personal style and vendor were selec- badges from my collection so! pany logo. The result is a all over." time to put together this fine
involvement with the creation ted. At that time a new wing the pilots could familarize much higher quality set of article. It is obvious from
of FedEx's new wings and hat and hat badge were introduced themselves with what was being, emblems which make it readily In March of this year John your efforts that one doesn't
badge. John's efforts are most also. The pilot group wasn't worn in the industry and to apparent which carrier they sent another letter with some pull a wing and hat badge
appreciated and are an exten- consulted. These new items see the different 1levels of: represent. And they are unique more details about his efforts design out of a hat. A lot of
sion of his own feelings about just showed up one day. guality available. In another! in style, rather than a copy for FedEx. work is involved indeed!
flight insignia and his career "This wing/hat badge combi- showcase I displayed the draw-: of someone else's emblem with "One item I failed to men-
with Federal Express. nation remained in wuse until ings (quite numerous) I had a logo plug. tion regarding that hat badge Recognition must go to
"1 began working as a co- the most-recent issue of OCT received from the manufac— "Most wing collectors will ... although it was initially Frank Woldorf for his efforts
pilot for Federal Express in 87. Those of you who have seen turers. i agree this is a welcome change fashioned after the USAir to educate students and adults
1975 on the Dassault Falcon. this previous issue, know it "A ballot was taken to see. which has been a long time in badge, the only part of the alike w1t§ his regent displays
At that time I was issued two was of poor quality. It was which style was the favorite, coming." USAir style that lived through of a portion of his own wings,
uniforms which consisted of a created from the standard Air choice. Those of you who £ly design changes was the wreath. smplofs mad gther Eransporta-
jump suit wused while flying Force air crew wing with the for airlines know it is almost In his letter which accom- I personally wanted the globe tion memorabilia at Loggers
the U.8. Mail contract flights eagle replaced by an 'FE' impossible to get any two panied the article, John said in the centre, a la TWA and a Run Middle ?chool west of Boca
(an experience I am trying to which was barely discernible. pilots to agree on anything. he has an example of a 'proto- few other international car- Rekery Slopiii. Qne nevmspspen
forget), and our standard air- Besides my personal dislike There was the typical loud tope' new FedEx hat badge. riers. I drew up a couple of reported "A dazzling array of
line uniform. The wing issued for the wing in general, I was faction who didn't want a This original badge £rom hat badge designs and sent his gold airline pilots' cap
for the standard uniform was a disappointed it was impossible change at all (another pilot's Balfour did not have a globe them to Balfour. Their artist emblems, gpaulets and wings
Balfour of silver metal with to distinguish which airline trait) and the silent group showing the world, but instead took my drawings and sent back f£ill two display cases in the
enameled 'FE' in the center. A it represented. who came to me one on one and shows only the North American professional color drawings." hall outside the media center
cloth wing was issued for the "In late 1986 I was said how happy they were a continent, and off-scale at at (the school). Inside the
jump suit. It looked exactly approached by the FedEx Flight change was finally coming. that. The modified version One of my photographs shows media center are airplane
like the metal wing. Advisory Board (FAB) with the "In the end, the ballots (with the globe showing the this drawing -RK. models and photographs of air-
?In 1979 we found we were request to look into getting produced a surprise...a write world) is the one eventually craf?." :
having trouble with the uni- new emblems for our pilots. -in vote for a wing similar in issued. Except for the logo, John also said, "The top Nice job, Frank ... a pity
form vendor and a new uniform "The FAB is a board of style to the USAir wing in the the test hat badge wasn't design (in the photo) isn't some of the news photographs
20 polished. exactly as per my drawings in weren't guite up to par!
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I also must compliment
George Cearley, Jr. on the
mini-conention at the Holiday
Inn just south of D/FW Inter-
national Airport in February.
This was one of 