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Label Time 
By Daniel Kusrow 
dkusrow@us.net 

Airlines Behind the Iron Curtain  
in Labels and Stickers 

 
For many years during the Cold War, it was very difficult 
for Western collectors of airline baggage labels and stick-
ers to get material from behind the Iron Curtain. There 
were several active collectors in Eastern Europe, who 
traded with their counterparts in the West, but it took a 
very long time via the Post.  Today, that is all a dim mem-
ory, and many of the labels and stickers of Eastern 
Europe airlines are reasonably available, especially 
online. 
 
Included in the article are some rare pre-World War II is-
sued labels that feature Western European and American 
aircraft.  Following the war, most Eastern European air-
lines flew a wide constellation of Soviet produced aircraft, 
ranging from props to early jets, which are reflected in the 
different airlines’ labels.  The only notable exception to 
this trend was JAT of Tito’s Yugoslavia.  By the early 
1990s, the airlines had started to return to the operating 
of Western aircraft. 
 
The volume and artistic quality of labels and stickers is-
sued by several of the Eastern European airlines between 
the 1950s and 1970s was quite impressive, including 
those of CSA of Czechoslovakia and LOT of Poland.  
They were certainly keeping pace with their Western 
counterparts. 
 
One sticker in particular, the last one, is a small tribute to 
the recently passed airline historian R.E.G. Davies.  Be-
fore Ron entered an academic career at the Smithsonian 
Institution’s Air & Space Museum, he was a market re-
searcher at Douglas Aircraft.  He often made many field 
sales calls to special clients, one of which was JAT of 
Yugoslavia.  In those days, Douglas personnel didn’t fly 
there but rode the Orient Express, and, during this trip, 
Ron helped to convert JAT’s wide body firm order from 
the Boeing 747 to the Douglas DC-10.  One of Ron’s mar-
ket research specialties was the airlines of Eastern 
Europe. 
 
I want to make special mention of one of our readers, 
Paul Roza, who is an avid collector of Soviet and Eastern 
European commercial aviation.  He graciously sent me 
many scans of labels and stickers from his collection that 
greatly enriched this article. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bunavad (Bulgaria) – Baggage Label, 1928, Rare 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TABSO (Bulgaria) – Baggage Label, early 1950s, Scarce 

Balkan Bulgarian Airlines – Baggage Sticker,  
early 1980s (Paul Roza Coll.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interflug (East Germany) – Baggage Label, 1960,  
Uncommon 
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Interflug (East Germany) –  
Baggage Label, 1960,  

Uncommon 

CSA (Czechoslovakia) –  
Baggage Label, 1938, Scarce 

CSA (Czechoslovakia) –  
Baggage Label, early 1950s,  
Uncommon (Paul Roza Coll.) 

CSA (Czechoslovakia) – Baggage Label,  
early 1960s,  Uncommon  

CSA (Czechoslovakia) –  
Baggage Label, late 1950s,  

Uncommon (Paul Roza Coll.) 

CSA (Czechoslovakia) – Baggage 
Label, early 1960s, Uncommon 

CSA (Czechoslovakia) – 
Baggage Sticker, late 1970s, 
Uncommon (Paul Roza Coll.) 

MALEV (Hungary) – Baggage Label, mid 
1950s, Uncommon 

MALEV (Hungary) – Baggage Label, early 
1980s, Uncommon (Paul Roza Coll.) 

LOT (Poland) – Baggage Label, 
1929, Scarce 
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LOT (Poland) – Baggage Sticker, 1989,  
Uncommon (Paul Roza Coll.) 

TAROM (Romania) – Baggage Label,  
mid 1960s (Paul Roza Coll.) 

Aeroput (Yugoslavia) – Baggage Label, 
1934, Extremely Rare 

JAT (Yugoslavia) – Baggage Label,  
mid 1950s, Uncommon 

JAT – Douglas Aircraft (Yugoslavia) –  
Baggage Sticker, 1972, Uncommon 

Aeroflot TU134 CCCP-65135 during the transition (1992), as you notice 
old Soviet flag is missing (Photo: Fernandez Imaging Slide Collection) 

Malev TU-134 HA-LBK November 1991  
(Photo: Fernandez Imaging Slide Collection) 
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Postcard Corner 
By Marvin G. Goldman 
marvilynn@gmail.com   

 
Eastern European  
Airline Postcards 

 
The theme of this Captain’s Log issue proved quite chal-
lenging.  What countries, old and new, should be cov-
ered?   What year to begin, and when to end?  I finally 
chose to start from the end of the Second World War 
(‘WWII’) in 1945, when most countries in Eastern Europe 
came under the control or influence of the Soviet Union 
(‘USSR’), and I also highlight the changes in airlines and 
aircraft, as reflected in postcards, that occurred about and 
after the 1991 breakup of the Soviet Union.  
 
The core countries in this saga are the six Eastern Euro-
pean countries that signed in 1957 an air transport coop-
erative agreement with the Soviet Union – East Germany 
(Interflug), Poland (LOT), Czechoslovakia (CSA), Hun-
gary (Malev), Romania (Tarom) and Bulgaria (TABSO/
Balkan).   This agreement became known as the ‘Six-
Pool’ as it integrated the routes, flights and fares of the six 
airlines, and served to further solidify their utilization of 
Russian-built aircraft. 
 
I also cover Yugoslavia and the results of its own breakup 
starting in the early 1990s, as well as new airlines that 
arose in Albania, and in the Baltic countries that gained 
independence from the Soviet Union at that time. 
 
WAHS member Paul Roza kindly submitted to me several 
scans of Eastern European airline postcards in his collec-
tion.  Paul has one of the finest collections of airline post-
cards showing Russian-built aircraft, and I am pleased to 
include some of his scans as noted in this article. 
 
East Germany (Interflug) 
 
East Germany started airline operations in February 1956 
from its base in East Berlin under the copied name 
“Deutsche Lufthansa” and became one of the ‘Six-Pool’ 
airlines.  It was renamed ‘Interflug’ on 1 September 1962.  
The airline survived the 1990 unification of West and East 
Germany, but ceased operations on 8 February 1991.  
During its existence it was a prolific issuer of airline post-
cards. 

Deutsche Lufthansa (later renamed Interflug) Antonov An-2 at Karl-Marx
-Stadt (now known as Chemnitz), East Germany. Airline issue (‘A/I’), no. 
F-1451, issued 1961. Black and White (‘B&W’). Historian John Stroud 
called the An-2 “unique” and “one of the world’s truly great biplanes”. It 
served as a durable workhorse aircraft with the USSR’s Aeroflot starting 
in 1949 and was operated by Deutsche Lufthansa/Interflug from 1957 to 
about 1964. 

Interflug Ilyushin IL-14, DM-SAD, at Dresden airport. A/I. B&W. (Paul 
Roza collection). The IL-14 (an improved version of the IL-12) first en-
tered service in November 1954 with Aeroflot and was the first aircraft 
operated by Deutsche Lufthansa/Interflug, starting in 1956. 

Interflug-issued card showing an Aeroflot Tupolev Tu-114 taking off from 
Berlin. (Paul Roza collection). As Paul comments, “If postcard subjects 
were a barometer of loyalty, then the East Germans were the Soviet 
Union’s most faithful followers, as Aeroflot aircraft were featured promi-
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nently on more Interflug and East German airport cards than on cards 
from any other country behind the Iron Curtain.” The Tu-114 long-range 
turboprop entered service in 1957, and it was the largest airliner in the 
world until the advent of the Boeing 747. All examples of the type were 
operated by Aeroflot (except for one operated jointly with Japan Air 
Lines on a Moscow-Tokyo route). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deutsche Lufthansa/Interflug map postcard showing Berlin-Prague route 
and an IL-14, map card no. 12, A/I, 1959. This D.L./Interflug route map 
set is one of my favorites -- I have 23 different, and others exist. Other 
sets of route map postcards were also issued by Malev and LOT during 
the Soviet years. 

Interflug Ilyushin IL-62M, DDR-SEO, acquired 1984, at Berlin-
Schönefeld airport. A/I. IL-62s joined Interflug’s fleet in 1970, furnishing 
its first long-haul jet service. This view shows how the IL-62 was inspired 
by Britain’s VC-10, with four back-mounted engines. 

 

Interflug Airbus A310. A/I, 1990. By the late 1980s, the USSR’s influ-
ence on Interflug’s operations started to wane, and Interflug introduced 
its first non-Russian built aircraft, the A310, in 1989. 

 
LOT Polish Airlines, formed in 1929, is one of the world’s 
oldest airlines still in operation. Following its decimation in 
WWII, it resumed service in 1945 with Lisunov Li-2s ac-
quired from the Soviets.  With a few small exceptions, 
from 1945 to 1989, LOT’s fleet was dominated by Rus-
sian-built aircraft.  Thereafter, it returned to a Western-
built fleet. 

LOT Polish Airlines Lisunov Li-2s at Warsaw’s Okecie airport as rebuilt 
following its destruction during WWII. B&W. (Paul Roza collection). Paul 
notes that the back of this card says “Rebuilding of Warsaw is the task 
of the entire nation” and that part of the proceeds from the sale of the 
postcard goes to the rebuilding fund. Published by (in translation) ‘Books 
and Knowledge’. LOT operated Li-2s from 1945 to the mid-1960s. This 
aircraft type, a variation of the DC-3 built under license in the USSR, 
formed the basis of many airlines in Eastern Europe operating under 
Soviet influence starting in 1945. According to Ron Davies, “Li-2s dif-
fered from DC-3s in having an extra window aft of the cockpit, modified 
engine nacelles and cowlings, and a right-hand passenger door.”   

LOT Polish Airlines Li-2 Label 
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LOT Antonov An-24 at Warsaw Okecie airport (since 2001 known as 
Frederic Chopin airport). A/I, about 1966, B&W. (Paul Roza collection). 
LOT operated this durable short-haul turboprop type from 1966 to 1991. 

LOT Tupolev TU-134A, SP-LHD, at Warsaw airport. A/I. The twin engine 
Tu-134 (and its longer variant the 134A) was the standard Soviet-built 
short-haul jet, and it became LOT’s first jet aircraft type, starting in 1968 
and serving until 1994. 

LOT Ilyushin IL-62. A/I. Here we see the full side view of the long-haul IL
-62 with its four rear-mounted jet engines. LOT operated IL-62s from 
1972 to 1991. 
 

LOT Boeing 767-200ER, SP-LOA. A/I. Part of a set of LOT postcards 
showing drawings of aircraft in its fleet. By acquiring this particular 767 
aircraft in 1989, LOT began its return to Western-built aircraft and was 
the first of the Eastern bloc countries to operate the type.  

 
CSA (Czechoslovakian State Airlines) was founded in 
1923.  Like LOT Polish Airlines, its service was disrupted 
during WWII.  After that war, under Soviet Union influ-
ence, CSA resumed operations, but mainly with Soviet-
built aircraft.  After the 1993 breakup of the Czechoslova-
kian federation into the Czech and Slovak republics, CSA 
was renamed in 1995 as Czech Airlines. 

CSA Avia-14 (an IL-14 license-built in Czechoslovakia), OK-MCI, at 
Prague Airport, with a CSA IL-18 in the background. Airport card by 
Orbis. B&W. (Paul Roza collection). As Paul notes, “What a relaxing way 
to spend an afternoon”. The Avia-14 type entered service in 1955, and 
the IL-18 started with CSA in 1960. 

CSA Label 
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CSA Avia-14 (IL-14) cockpit. Published by Orbis. B&W. (Paul Roza 
collection).  Paul comments that interior shots of Soviet aircraft during 
the paranoid Cold War era are rare, perhaps because technology se-
crets were closely guarded. He adds that this card is the only IL-14 
cockpit card in his collection from that era (other than preserved mu-
seum display aircraft). 
 

 
CSA Tupolev TU-104A, OK-LDA, in original colors. Published by Orbis. 
B&W. Note the two types of stairs, winding and straight. (Paul Roza 
collection). The TU-104 entered service in the Soviet Union in 1956. 
CSA was the only airline outside the USSR authorized to operate the 
type, and it started with this very aircraft, in the improved 104A version, 
at the end of 1957. 
 

CSA LET-L410 Turbolet, OK-ADN. A/I. This Czech-manufactured air-
craft, the smallest turboprop, entered CSA’s fleet in 1969. 

 
Malev Hungarian Airlines (Magyar Legikozlekedesi Valla-
lat) was founded in 1946 as the Hungarian Soviet Civil Air 
Transport Joint Stock Company, known as Maszovlet.  
When Hungary bought out the Soviet stock interest in 
1956, the airline became Malev.  The airline was privat-
ized in 2007 but renationalized in 2010, and continues in 
operation today. 

Malev Ilyushin IL-18 at Budapest Ferihegy Airport (now known as Lizst 
Ferenc airport). Airport-issued card. (Paul Roza collection). The IL-18 
was the Soviet equivalent of the Bristol Britannia and Lockheed Electra 
turboprops. It entered service in the USSR in 1959, and in 1960 Malev 
became the first country outside the USSR to operate the type. 

Malev Label 
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Malev Tupolev TU-154B-2, HA-LCE, at Budapest Ferihegy Airport. A/I. 
The TU-154 was a workhouse three-engine jet Soviet airliner. It entered 
service in the USSR in 1972 and with Malev in 1973. 

Malev Fokker F70. Part of set of airline-issued cards commemorating 
the 50th anniversary of Malev in 1996. In 1988 Malev started phasing in 
Western-built aircraft. The Fokker F70 joined its fleet in 1995. 
 

TAROM Romanian Air Transport, like Malev of Hungary, 
started operations just after WWII, in 1946, as a company 
jointly owned with the USSR. The original name, Trans-
porturi Aeriene Româno-Sovietice (‘TARS’) was changed 
to TAROM upon the Romanian government buying out 
the Soviet interest in 1954. The airline is presently 95%-
owned by the Romanian government. 

TAROM Lisunov Li-2, YR-TAN, at Baneasa airport in Bucharest, Roma-

nia. Airport-issued card. B&W. (Paul Roza collection). The Li-2 was the 
initial aircraft operated by TARS/TAROM in 1946, and YR-TAN was 
acquired in 1948. 

TAROM Ilyushin IL-18 in an unusual night shot at Bucharest Baneasa 
airport. A/I. B&W. (Paul Roza collection). 

TAROM 7-view card of TAROM aircraft at Bucharest Otopeni airport 
(since 2004 known as Henri Coanda airport). A/I. From the upper left, 
clockwise: IL-18, BAC-1-11 (TAROM introduced this Western-built air-
craft into its fleet as early as 1968), Li-2P YR-MIG, AN-24, TU-134 YR-
IRA, and IL-14. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The last of the ‘Six-Pool’ airlines under Soviet influence 
was Balkan Bulgarian Airlines. Like Malev in Hungary and 
TAROM in Romania, the Balkan government-owned air-
line was originally formed as a joint venture with the So-
viet Union soon after the end of WWII. In this case the 
joint company was founded in 1949 and known as Trans-
port-Aviation Bulgarian-Soviet Society (TABSO) and also 
called Bulgarian Air Transport. In 1954 the Bulgarian gov-
ernment bought out the Soviet ownership portion, but the 
original airline names persisted until 1968 when it was 
renamed Balkan Bulgarian Airlines. The airline continued 
to exist until 2002.  

TAROM  Label 
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Bulgarian Air Transport (TABSO) IL-18V, LZ-BEL, and another TABSO 
IL-18, at Varna, Bulgaria, airport in the mid or late 1960s. Pubr. Fotoiz-
dat of Bulgaria, no. AKL-2401. (Leonardo Pinzauti collection). 

Bulair (a charter subsidiary of Bulgarian Air Transport/TABSO) Antonov 
AN-12B, LZ-BAA. (Robert Stachyra collection, via Paul Roza). This 
aircraft operated with Bulair between 1968 and 1972. 

Balkan Bulgarian Airlines Yakolev Yak-40, LZ-DOK, at Burgas airport, 
Bulgaria. Pub’r: Septemvri, no. 28591. This mini jet airliner seats only 12 
persons. It entered service in the USSR in 1968 and soon after in Bul-
garia. 

Yugoslavia, unlike the ‘Six-Pool’ government-owned air-
lines covered above, adopted a course independent of 
the Soviet Union.  JAT Yugoslav Airlines was formed in 
1946 and essentially utilized Western-built aircraft. 
(Another airline jointly owned with the Soviets, JUSTA, 
lasted only between 1946 and 1948, when the Yugoslav 
Tito government completely broke with the Soviet Union). 
Following the 2000 breakup of Yugoslavia, JAT became 
owned by the government of Serbia starting in 2003. 

JAT Convair CV-400, YU-ADK. A/I. JAT started operating the type in 
1957. 

JAT Douglas DC-9-32, I-DIKY, at Belgrade airport, Yugoslavia. Pub’r: 
Turisticka Stamps, Belgrade, no. 3368. This aircraft, the first DC-9-32 in 
JAT’s fleet, was leased from Alitalia during 1969-79. 
 

The distintegration of Yugoslavia into several new coun-
tries has led to other airlines becoming the flag carriers of 
such countries. These include Adria Airways which was 
founded in 1961 and became the national airline of Slove-
nia in 2002, and Croatia Airlines which was founded in 
1989 and became the national airline of Croatia. 



44 

Adria Airways Airbus A320-200, S5-AAC. A/I. Adria operated this aircraft 
type from 1989 to 2010. 

Croatia Airlines Boeing 737-200, RC-CTB. A/I. The ‘RC’ registration was 
only used during three months in 1992, later becoming ‘9A’. 
 

Albania, another Balkan country, had no airline of its own 
for over 50 years, until Albanian Airlines was formed in 
1992. 

Albanian Airlines British Aerospace Bae-146-200, ZA-MAL. A/I. Pub’r 
B&R, Frankfurt. 
 

Finally, following the Soviet Union breakup, several Baltic 
countries established airlines, with varying degrees of 
success.  Here are postcards of two Baltic airlines that 
are continuing to operate well. 

Estonian Air Boeing 737-500, ES-ABC. A/I. Estonian Air was formed in 
1991 and acquired this aircraft in 1995. 

AirBaltic Bombardier Q400. A/I, winter 2010/11. AirBaltic was founded in 
1995, mainly owned by the Latvian government, and is probably the first 
national airline marketed as a low-cost airline. The Q400 is the latest 
addition to its fleet. 

 
Notes:  The original postcards of those shown are, ex-
cept as noted, in color, published in standard or continen-
tal size, and from the author’s collection.  I estimate their 
rarity as – Rare: the Interflug AN-2, IL-14 and TU-114 
cards, LOT Li-2, both CSA IL-14, Tarom Li-2 and IL-18, 
TABSO IL-18 and Bulair AN-12B cards; Uncommon: In-
terflug map, LOT AN-24 and IL-62, CSA IL-18 and TU-
104, Balkan Yak-40, and JAT Convair and DC-9 cards.  
The rest are fairly common. 
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