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New York Air Boeing MD-80 N780JA at New York LaGuardia, September 1984 
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Postcard Corner 
By Marvin G. Goldman 
mmgoldman@rcn.com   

New York on Airline Postcards 
 

The Statue of Liberty welcomes visitors to New York and 
to the World Airline Historical Society’s first Airliners Inter-
national show held in the New York/New Jersey metro-
politan area (see www.ai2010nyc.com).  Postcard issued 
in mid-2000s by Continental Airlines’ offices in Europe.  
Continental’s second largest hub is located at Newark 
Liberty International Airport in New Jersey, one of the 
three major airports in the area. 
 
The lead article in this issue of The Captain’s Log is de-
voted to the three main airports of the New York/New Jer-
sey metropolitan area -- Newark, LaGuardia and Kennedy 
-- and is illustrated with airport postcards from my collec-
tion.  My Postcard Corner article brings a different per-
spective – New York City from the air and in advertise-
ments, as recorded on airline postcards. 
 
Let’s start where it really began.  The first airport in New 
York City was Aeromarine Airways’ seaplane base at the 
Columbia Yacht Club at the Hudson River and 86th St., 
just above Manhattan’s current West 79th St. boat basin.  
From this location Aeromarine provided the first sched-
uled passenger service in the New York/New Jersey area.  
This pioneering operation continued from 1921 through 
1923. 
 
One of the early landplane operations in the region was 
Colonial Air Transport.  Starting in 1927 the airline flew 
scheduled passenger service between “New 
York” (actually Hadley Field, NJ and then Newark Airport 
upon its opening in 1928) to Boston via Hartford.  In 1930 
Colonial became part of American Airways, later known 
as American Airlines. 
 

Colonial Air Transport Ford Trimotor over the Hudson River.  
Manhattan looking south at about 125th St. is to the left of the 
river in this scene, and New Jersey is to the right.  B&W.  Un-
usual Photographs Reproduction Company, New York City.  
About 1928.  Formerly in the Allan Van Wickler collection.   

Eastern DC-2 over lower Manhattan.  New Jersey is in the up-
per left portion, and the New York City borough of Brooklyn is on 
the lower right.  Curt-Teich no. 6A-H1459.  1936.  Eastern was 
one of the major U.S. airlines in the NY/NJ area until it ceased 
operations in 1991. 
 

Aeromarine Airways Model 75 flying boat over lower Manhattan, 
1922.  Airline Issue (“A-I”).  Black & White (“B&W”).  Courtesy of 
Daniel Kusrow and his collection.  For a detailed history of 
Aeromarine see timetableimages.com, Aeromarine section. 
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The development of the Douglas DC-2 and DC-3, which 
entered service in 1934 and 1936 respectively, provided a 
big boost to airlines.  American, Eastern, TWA and United 
developed as major airlines with their eastern-U.S. termi-
nus at “New York” (first at Newark Airport, and then     
LaGuardia Airport upon its opening in October 1939). 

American Airlines DC-3 over lower Manhattan and New York 
Harbor.  B&W.  William Hoff, Official Photographer of LaGuardia 
Field, no. 58.  Back of card has date 2 May 1941 written on it.  
Today, American Airlines, as well as United Air Lines, maintain 
large operations at all of EWR, LGA and JFK. 

 
United Air Lines DC-3A, NC-16070, over the Empire State Build-
ing, Manhattan.  B&W.  A-I, card no. 7.  About 1937.  This air-
craft, restored and airworthy, is preserved at the Evergreen 
Aviation Museum in McMinnville, Oregon (also the home of the 
Spruce Goose).  It is the second oldest DC-3 still in existence. 
 
The Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor is, of course, 
one of the leading icons of the City, and it is featured on 
several airline postcards. 

Pan American Airways Boeing 314 and Statue of Liberty.  A. 
Mainzer, publisher.  PAA photo, no. 80.  B&W.  About 1939 or 
early 1940s.  Pan Am operated B314 seaplanes in New York 
initially from Port Washington, Long Island; and when LaGuardia 
Airport in New York City’s borough of Queens opened in Octo-
ber 1939, Pan Am  operated from LGA’s International Terminal 
(also known as the Marine Air Terminal). 

Scandinavian Airlines Douglas DC-4 over the Statue of Liberty.  
Enell no. 8.  B&W. (a similar card was issued by the airline it-
self).  Formerly in the collection of Shea Oakley.  SAS started 
flying to the U.S. with DC-4s in 1946, at first to LaGuardia and 
from 1948 to Idlewild (Kennedy-JFK).  Today, SAS’ New York 
flights operate at Newark Airport. 
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Here is a selection of additional postcards featuring air-
lines serving New York/New Jersey together with aspects 
of the Manhattan skyline: 

Colonial Airlines DC-4 over the East River separating Manhattan 
from Brooklyn.  Enell no. 23.  B&W.  Early 1950s.  Colonial was 
a Canadian airline (formerly known as Canadian Colonial     
Airlines) and was acquired by Eastern Air Lines in 1956. 

TWA Constellation over New York Harbor.  Enell no. 5A.  B&W.  
1950s.  TWA was a major presence in the New York area from 
the 1930s until 2001 when it was acquired by American Airlines.  

Panagra (Pan American-Grace Airways) DC-7B over New York 
Harbor.  A-I.  Panagra operated DC-7Bs starting in 1955.  It 
merged into Braniff in May 1967. 
 
 

LAI (Linee Aeree Italiane) DC-6 wing over lower Manhattan with 
the Manhattan and Brooklyn Bridges spanning the East River.  
A-I, published by Alterocca.  Part of a series of LAI destination 
postcards by the Italian artist Fiore.  LAI operated from 1946 to 
1957 when it was merged into Alitalia.  It started flights from Italy 
to New York in 1950 with DC-6s. 

TWA 727 at LaGuardia Airport with the Manhattan skyline in the 
background.  The proximity of LaGuardia to midtown Manhattan 
led to its rapid development upon opening in October 1939. 

Aer Lingus (Irish International Airlines) Boeing 707 over Manhat-
tan, in an artist card.  A/I.  Printed in Ireland.  Aer Lingus has 
operated from Shannon to JFK since 1958.  Its jet service 
started with Boeing 720s in December 1960, and it operated 
707s from 1964 to 1986.   
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South African Airways Boeing 747-200 over Manhattan.  A-I.  By 
artist Ed Davies, 1979.  South African Airways started flying to 
New York City in February 1969, and it operates to JFK. 

Ransome Airlines De Havilland Dash-7 over midtown Manhattan 
with New Jersey on the other side of the Hudson River. Pub-
lished by Aviation World for Ransome as no. Z-009, 80501-D.  
Ransome was a commuter airline, operating under its own 
name from 1967.  Pan Am acquired it in 1986 for use as a 
feeder airline to its “Worldport” global hub at JFK, renaming it 
Pan Am Express in 1987. 

British Airways Concorde over New York Harbor.  From a paint-
ing by artist Timothy O’Brien, 1993, and published by him in 
England.  British Airways has operated to New York City 
through its  predecessor BOAC from 1946-1972 and in its own 
name since BOAC was merged into it on 1 September 1972.  It 
presently flies to both JFK and EWR.  The famous BA Concorde 

operated to JFK from 22 November 1977 to 24 October 2003.  
One of the retired Concordes may be viewed at the Intrepid 
Sea, Air & Space Museum at 46th St. and 12th Ave. (Pier 86) in 
Manhattan. 

Continental Airlines Boeing 757-200 at Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport with the Manhattan skyline (prior to the 11 Septem-
ber 2001 Twin Towers terrorist disaster) in the background in a 
telephoto perspective.  A-I, by Continental’s office in Birming-
ham, U.K., about 1997.  Continental has the most flights of any 
airline at Newark Airport. 
 

Mexicana Boeing 757-200 over midtown Manhattan with the 
Queensborough 59th St. Bridge and the Borough of Queens in 
the background.  A-I and part of a destination series.  Mexicana 
is Mexico’s oldest airline, originating in the 1920s.  Its flights to 
the New York area operate to JFK. 
 
One of my favorite aspects of airline postcards are the 
advertising postcards issued by the airlines.  Many have 
beautiful graphics or photography and clever themes.  
Several feature New York City as a destination.  I hope 
you will like the following brief sampling. 
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Air France “Amerique du Nord” featuring a Constellation and 
symbols of New York City on the left and Paris on the right.  Air 
France Museum Collection no. A280, 1991.  Air France is fa-
mous for its wonderful and valuable posters, particularly those 
issued during the 1940s and 1950s.  Many of them were also 
issued by the airline as beautiful postcards.  There are also a 
couple series of reproductions, this one being from the Air 
France Museum series.  Air France has operated to New York 
since 1946 and currently flies to both Newark and JFK Airports. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Swissair poster, about 1948-50,  in postcard form, promoting 
service to New York.  Reproduction by Photoglob, Zurich, no. 
2030. 
 

EL AL Israel Airlines poster postcard by the Israeli artist Peri.  A-
I, part of a set of destination posters and postcards issued in the 
1960s.  Another version of this card is in Hebrew, and some of 
the cards in the set are also in French.  EL AL has flown to New 
York since 1950 and it currently operates nonstop flights be-
tween Tel Aviv and each of JFK and Newark Airports. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Virgin Atlantic Airways “To and From New York City”, part of a 
“classic poster” series of destination postcards issued generally 
in the 1990s.  Virgin Atlantic started operating to Newark in 1984 
and now serves both EWR and JFK Airports. 
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Delta Air Lines advertising card featuring the lower Manhattan 
skyline, East River and Brooklyn Bridge connecting Manhattan 
to Brooklyn.  Issued in Germany to promote Delta flights from 
Berlin and Frankfurt to New York/JFK.  A-I.  2005.  Delta oper-
ates out of all three major NY/NJ airports and has its major inter-
national hub at JFK. 

Singapore Airlines advertising card featuring one of the 
“Singapore Girls” flight attendants and the Empire State Build-
ing.  Issued by the airline to promote the first nonstop service 
between Singapore and New York – the longest nonstop airline 
flight in the world when launched in 2004 to Newark Airport.  
Singapore operates to both EWR and JFK Airports in the New 
York area. 
 
Notes:  Except as noted, the original postcards of the 
above are in color, published in standard or continental 
size, and from the author’s collection.  I estimate their 
availability as – Rare: the Aeromarine, Colonial Air Trans-
port, LAI and PanAm cards; Uncommon:  the Eastern, 
American, United, SAS, Colonial Airlines, both TWA, 
Panagra, Aer Lingus, British Concorde, and EL AL cards; 
Common: the balance of the cards. 
 
George Enell, whose photographs appear on several 
postcards associated with New York City and its airports, 
was a photographer and publisher of Aviation News and 
worked for the news media out of the press room at New 
York’s International Airport (IDL/JFK).  An article on “The 
Postcards of George V. Enell”, written by Tadd Kotick, 

a p p e a r s  a t  L a r r y  M y e r s ’  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.postcardpost.com/enellart.htm.  A checklist of     
Enell’s cards, prepared by Tadd and supplemented by 
Larry, appears at www. postcardpost.com/enell.htm. 
  
For additional reference materials relevant to the post-
cards appearing in this Postcard Corner article, see the 
references at the end of the lead article in this issue on 
Newark, LaGuardia and Kennedy Airports. 
 
The illustrated periodical of the Aviation Postcard Club, 
highly recommended to airline and airport postcard collec-
tors and other aviation enthusiasts, is being restructured, 
under the capable editorship of Doug Bastin of Chester, 
U.K., as an exclusively on-line publication.  The new ver-
sion will appear more often and have the scope for longer 
articles.  A subscription to receive the new and improved 
publication electronically is $10 (or £6) for a year, payable 
by PAYPAL to bastinw@aol.com (or by check or cash to 
Doug Bastin, Hampton House, Dee Banks, Chester CH3 
5UU, U.K). 
 
I hope you enjoyed this airline postcard visit to New York 
City.  I believe you will surely enjoy Airliners International 
2010 in New York/Newark on 12-14 August 2010 
(www.ai2010nyc.com) and, if you can make it, I look for-
ward to seeing you there.  Until then, Happy Collecting!   
 

MarvinMarvinMarvinMarvin    




























