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Postcard Corner 
By Marvin G. Goldman 
mmgoldman@rcn.com   

Floaters and Rotors on Postcards 
Floaters.  The world’s earliest recognized scheduled 
passenger air service started 1 January 1914 with 
seaplanes – operated by the St. Petersburg-Tampa 
Airboat Line.  Its route, across Tampa Bay, Florida, 
lasted several months.  (See the lead article on 
Floaters by Jay Prall in this issue).  Fortunately, 
this event and most other seaplane developments 
attracted wide public interest and were recorded on 
postcards.  

St. Petersburg-Tampa Airboat Line Benoist 14, with foun-
der and pilot Tony Jannus standing, wearing white pants, 
real photo postcard from the opening day of service, 1 
January 1914.  George N. Johnson, Jr. collection, as posted 
on timetable images.com.   
 

The first major seaplane operation in the U.S., and 
the first international scheduled passenger service 
in the U.S., started in 1920 with seaplanes operated 
by Aeromarine Airways.  The airline flew from points 
in Florida to the Bahamas and Cuba and also had 
routes in the Northeast U.S. including New York 
City, Cleveland and Detroit.  Operations continued 
until early 1924. 

Aeromarine Airways Model 75 flying boat ‘Ponce de 
Leon’, modified for civilian use from a U.S. Navy F5L 
flying boat by Aeromarine Plane and Motor Company 
of Keyport, New Jersey.  Airline issued (‘A/I’), 1922.  
Daniel Kusrow collection, as posted on timetable im-
ages.com. 
 
 
Meanwhile, floatplane and larger seaplane passen-
ger service started in Europe by several airlines us-
ing aircraft manufactured mainly in England, 
France, Germany and Italy.  Here are some repre-
sentative postcards of the early pioneers. 
 

 
Svenska Lufttrafik AB (‘SLA’) of Sweden, Junkers 
F13 modified as a floatplane, S-AGAA, at Helsing-
borg, Sweden, about 1920.  SLA was formed in 1919 
and was one of the founding airlines of IATA, the In-
ternational Air Traffic Association.  Published by 
Meisenbach Riffarth & Co., Leipzig, no. 100524. 

 
Aéronavale (one of the predecessors of Air France), 
Lioré et Olivier H.13, F-AGAD and F-AHAD, in service 
starting in 1924, at Antibes, France, operating on 
route to Ajaccio, Corsica.  Published by Levy & Neur-
dein, Paris.  Obtained from Dave Prins. 
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Societa Adria Aero Lloyd (formed in 1925, based in Albania 
and jointly owned by Italian and German interests, and 
one of the predecessors of Ala Littoria), Savoia Marchetti S-
59bis, I-ACCO.  A/I, printed by Squarci, Rome.  Late 
1920s.  Postcard mailed from Albania, and back indicates 
the airline’s route Brindisi, Italy to Valona (Vlorë), Albania.  
(I found this card in a stamp store in Venice in 2000; ‘you 
never know’ what you’ll find).   

Imperial Airways Short S.8 Calcutta, G-EBVH, ‘City of Alex-
andria’, introduced in 1928.  Publisher: Raphael Tuck & 
Sons, London.  Seaplanes played a large role for England’s 
Imperial Airways in expanding their service to the Middle 
East and Africa. 

Ala Littoria Savoia Marchetti S66 twin-hull seaplane.  Card 
postmarked 27 October 1936.  A/I.  (caution: close repro-
ductions of this card exist). 

Lufthansa Dornier Do J II Wal, G-AGAT ‘Boreas’, in service 
from 1934.  A/I.  In the 1930s both Lufthansa and Air 
France competed on pioneering seaplane service between 
Europe and South America.  This card shows the aircraft 
being launched by catapault in the South Atlantic Ocean.  
The Dornier Wal was produced in the greatest numbers 
and deployed to the most locations of any seaplane during 
the 1920s and 1930s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Air France Bleriot 5190 ‘Santos Dumont’, in service 1935-
37.  A/I in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil office.  Card postmarked 
in Rio on 21 December 1935.  Printed by Pimenta de Mello, 
Rio. 
 
In the U.S., following the demise of Aeromarine in 
1924, new expansion of flying boat service was pio-
neered in 1929-30 by Ralph O’Neill’s New York, Rio 
and Buenos Aires Line (NYRBA).  Juan Trippe’s Pan 
American then acquired NYRBA and further ex-
panded seaplane service with successive newer air-
craft types.  Here is a selection of U.S. airline sea-
plane cards from the 1930s: 
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New York, Rio and Buenos Aires Line (NYRBA) Con-
solidated Commodore ‘City of Buenos Aires’, 855M, 
construction no. 1, 1929-1930.  After Pan Am ac-
quired NYRBA in September 1930, this aircraft be-
came PP-PAJ registered to Pan Am’s subsidiary 
Panair do Brasil.  Published by Leonar, Buenos Ai-
res, no. 4576.  Formerly in Allan Van Wickler collec-
tion. 

 
Inter-Island Airways (which became Hawaiian Air-
lines) Sikorsky S-38, in service starting 1929.  Card 
issued by Hawaiian Airlines in 1974.  Johns-Byrne 
Co., Chicago IL. (The S-38 was a successful small 
amphibian aircraft.  Its main operators were Pan Am 
and its subsidiaries who deployed it in the Carib-
bean and South America). 

(Previous Column) Pan Am Sikorsky S-42, NC-
16736, received by Pan Am in 1937 and named ‘Pan 
American Clipper III’, being pulled onto ramp at Din-
ner Key, Miami, with numerous spectators.  Real 
photo card no. 40.  In the background is an earlier 
Pan Am Sikorsky S-40, one of only three built. 

Pan Am Martin M-130, NC-14716 ‘China Clipper’. in 
service starting 1935.  A/I. 

Pan Am Boeing 314, NC-18604 ‘Atlantic Clipper’ in service 
starting 1939.  Published by Stanley A. Piltz Co., San Fran-
cisco CA. 
 
The Boeing 314 marked the high point of U.S. large 
seaplane development.  Its equivalent from abroad 
consisted of large seaplanes developed by England’s 
Short Bros. 
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(Previous Page) Imperial Airways Short S23, G-ADUU 
‘Cavalier’, introduced in 1936.  Published by Walter Ruth-
erford and A.J. Gorham, Bermuda. 

 
Tasman Empire Airways Limited (‘TEAL’) (a forerunner of 
Air New Zealand) Short S30 (a modification of the S23), ZK-
AMA ‘Aotearoa’, introduced in 1940.  Published by Whites 
Aviation, Auckland NZ, card no. W.A.329.  Obtained from 
Doug Bastin. 
 
The advent of the second world war in 1939, and 
improved landplanes and airfields, signaled the be-
ginning of the end of the reign of flying boats in in-
ternational over-water service.  After the end of the 
war in 1945, large seaplanes continued only in lim-
ited roles and then phased out.  Meanwhile, smaller 
seaplanes and floatplanes developed to fill a niche 
in passenger commuter routes over water and in 
areas less accessible by landplanes.  Here are some 
examples: 

 
Chalk’s Flying Service, Grumman G-21A Goose aircraft, 
introduced to the fleet in the 1940s.  A/I.  Published by 
Ray Kelly, Dania FL, no. 471.  Chalk’s was one of the earli-
est airlines, established in 1919, with its first route being 
between Miami FL and Bimini, the Bahamas.   

Avalon Air Transport Sikorsky VS-44, N-41881, at Avalon, 
Catalina Island, California, operated by AAT from the late 
1950s to 1967.  Published by Golden West, Long Beach 
CA, card GW (G. Watson) 83.  AAT operated ;from 1953 to 
1968, changing its name to Catalina Airlines in 1963.  This 
was the only VS-44 it operated, and only three were built.  
Since 1988 this aircraft, now restored, has been at the New 
England Air Museum, Windsor Locks, CT. 

 
Harbour Air DeHavilland (Canadian) DHC-6 Series 1 Twin 
Otters C-FPAT and C-FOEQ over the Gulf Islands, British 
Columbia, Canada.  A/I.  Printed by Keeper Kard.  These 
aircraft are representative of the popular floatplanes in use 
today. 
  
Rotors. 
 
One of the earliest operational rotors was the auto-
giro developed by Spanish engineer Juan de la    
Cierva in 1923.  Unlike a helicopter, the autogiro’s 
rotor was  unpowered, and it autorotated as the 
autogiro was pulled through the air by a separate 
powered propeller.  Kellett, a U.S. aviation company, 
started manufacturing them in the U.S. under li-
cense, starting in 1929.  During 1939-40, Eastern 
Air Lines operated an autogiro from the roof of the 
main Philadelphia post office to Central Airport near 
Camden, New Jersey, about six miles away. 
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Eastern Air Lines Kellett Autogiro flying U.S. mail from the 
roof of the Philadelphia Post Office, 1939.  A/I. 
 
Perhaps the earliest significant U.S. manufacturer 
of helicopters, starting in 1935, was Bell Helicopter, 
now a part of Textron.  SABENA of Belgium became 
one of the first airlines operating helicopter service, 
starting with the Bell 47D in 1950. 

 
SABENA Bell 47D at Ostend.  Color.  Ed. John Prévot, card 
no. 13, printed in Italy. 

Chicago Helicopter Airways Sikorsky S-55B, N875, used 
for scheduled passenger service between Midway and 
O’Hare airports and downtown Chicago.  A/I.  The airline 
operated from 1956 to 1965. 
 

Sikorsky Aircraft, originally noted for their sea-
planes, started emphasizing helicopter development 
in the 1940s, and eventually became probably the 
largest supplier of helicopter types for airlines.  

KLM ERA Helicopters Sikorsky S-61N, PH-NZI.  Typically used, 
starting in the 1970s, for flights to North Sea oil rigs. A/I.  Henk 
Heiden collection.   

China Southern Zhuhai Helicopters Sikorsky S76C, leased 
to HeliHongKong, January 2000.  A/I. 

San Francisco and Oakland Helicopter Airlines, Sikorsky   
S-62 ‘jet-powered’ amphibious helicopter, above San Fran-
cisco and Bay Bridge, operating between airports and heli-
ports in San Francisco, Oakland, Berkeley and Palo Alto, 
starting in 1961.  A/I.  Published by E. F. Clements, San 
Francisco, no. C9528A. 
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Another U.S. helicopter manufacturer was Piasecki 
Helicopter Corporation which became Vertol in 1956 
and since 1960 operates as Boeing Vertol. 
 

New York Airways Vertol 44B over Manhattan.  A/I, about 
1958.  Card no. 22659-B. 
  
The Soviet Union developed several helicopter types.   
Aeroflot inaugurated scheduled passenger helicop-
ter service in the Soviet Union in 1958 with the 
model Mi-4P. 

 

Aeroflot Mil Mi-4P, CCCP-31420.  A/I. 
 
We close our brief review of rotors on postcards with 
two current popular sightseeing models: 

 
Pacifique Hélicoptére-service, Papeete, Tahiti, Aerospatiale 
AS 355.  A/I.  Printed by CTS/R-Suresnes, France, no.      
H-503-85. 

Notes:  The original postcards of the above are all 
published in standard or continental size and, ex-
cept as noted, are from the author’s collection.  All 
the seaplane cards are in black and white except 
the Air France card and the last three, whereas all 
the rotor cards are in color except the autogiro card 
and the Chicago Helicopters card.  I estimate their 
availability as – Seaplane cards: All shown are Rare 
except: Uncommon—Inter-Island/Hawaiian S38, 
Pan Am M130; Common—Harbour Air DHC-6.  Ro-
tor cards: Rare: Eastern autogiro; Uncommon: SA-
BENA Bell 47, Chicago Helicopter S55, KLM ERA S-
61N, SF and Oakland S62, New York Airways Vertol 
44B, Aeroflot Mi-4, and Pacifique Hélicoptére 
AS355; Common: China Southern Zhuhai Sikorsky 
S76C and Papillon Bell 206L.   
 
References:  Ian Marshall, Flying Boats: The J-Class 
Yachts of Aviation (Howell Press, 2002); David 
Oliver, Wings Over Water (Chartwell, 1999); Smith 
Jr., Myron J., The Airline Encyclopedia: 1909-2000, 
3 vols. (Scarecrow Press, 2002); books by R. E. G. 
Davies on British Airways, Lufthansa and Pan Am; 
Websites: helicopterpostcards.czweb.org; time-
tableimages.com; numerous websites covering air-
craft manufacturers, registrations and particular 
aircraft types, all accessible through search engines. 
 
I hope you enjoyed this journey on floaters and ro-
tors, and if you ever have suggestions or other com-
ments on our postcard articles, please let me know.  
Until next time, Happy Collecting!  Marvin. 
 

Papillon Grand Canyon Helicopters Bell 206L.  A/I.  Pub-
lished by Mostly Postcards, Inc., Scottsdale AZ, no. 9032. 
























