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Postcard Corner 
By Marvin Goldman 
mmgoldman@rcn.com   

Boeing 707 Postcards 
Prior to delivery of the first 707s to commercial air-
lines, Boeing built a 707 prototype, the 367-80 
(“Dash Eighty”; first flown on 15 July 1954), and 
three production aircraft used in certification trials 
and destined for Pan Am, the earliest of which was 
first flown on 20 December 1957.  Several postcards 
depict these aircraft in Boeing markings.   

One of the first three Boeing 707-120 production 
models flown in certification trials and later delivered 
to PanAm, passing Mt. Rainier, Washington. Colour-
picture Publishers P27861, distributed by Smith’s, 
Tacoma. 1958. 
 
The Boeing 707 has a special place in my heart, as 
my very first flight was on a brand new Continental 
707 “Golden Jet”.  Lifting off on Continental flight 
14 from LAX on the bright crisp morning of 17    

December 1959, bound for Chicago with Coach 
John Wooden and the UCLA basketball team, I 
could only think, “this sure beats any ride I’ve been 
on at Disneyland”.  Each seat pocket had a folder 
about the aircraft and a Continental postcard.  The 
left column shows mine that I saved from the flight. 
 
The next airline on which I enjoyed 707 service was 
TWA, returning from Bombay to Los Angeles in Au-
gust 1960.  My flight to India on TWA two months 
prior had been on a Super Constellation, but Air 
India had already introduced 707 service from Bom-
bay to London, and TWA quickly adapted to meet 
the competition. 

TWA 707-331 at Genoa, Italy, in second livery 
(double globe introduced about 1964), printed by 
SAIGA on behalf of the Genoa Chamber of Commerce.  
Courtesy of Leonardo Pinzauti and his collection. 
 

Pan American Airways was the first airline to oper-
ate the 707, with its initial flight on 26 October 
1958, from New York Idlewild to Paris.  I picked up 
the following card in 1976 off a postcard rack in a 
pharmacy in Panama City.  Not yet being an avid air 
postcard collector, I only purchased two cards al-
though several were on the rack.  Later I traded one 
to Allan Van Wickler.  I haven’t seen another copy of 

Pan American 707 at Tocumen, Panama, Dexter 
Press DT-55309-C, 1969. 

Continental 707-124 Golden Jet over State of Wash-
ington, Airline Issue (“A-I”) no. 9C-K892, Curteich-
color. 1959.  



37 

the card since.  When I was next in Panama in 2007 

I went to the same pharmacy location (just 

maybe...maybe...they might still have some?).  The 

pharmacy was gone. 
 

Some of the other major U.S. airlines operating the 

707 were American, Braniff and Western. 

American Airlines 707 N7549A at Detroit in first livery.  
Delivered to American on 9 June 1961.  Colourpicture Pub-
lishers P45373, Hiawatha Card of Detroit.   

American Airlines “707B Luxury Jet” showing refurbished 
interior with larger overhead bins, introduced in 1972.  A/I.  
Oversize.  Courtesy of Bill Demarest.  

Braniff 707-227,  N7077, delivered 22 March 1961.  The 
back of the card says “El Dorado Super Jet.  Finest in the 
Air to the 1964-65 New York World’s Fair”.  A/I, Dallas. 

Western Airlines 707 with Wally Bird, “The Only Way 
to Fly”.  Back allows the passenger to fill in and mail 
their departure and arrival flight details.  A/I no. TA-
95. 
 
Over 100 other airlines have operated the 707, and 

the number of different 707 postcards likely exceeds 

1000.  Here is a selection, proceeding west to east 

around the world: 

BWIA 707 “Sunjet”.  A/I no. R28121. Dukane Press, 
Hollywood FL. 

VARIG 707, delivered 7 June 1960 and registered PP
-VJA.  A/I.  Gráficos Brunner, São Paulo. 
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BOAC 707-400 G-APFE, delivered 13 May 1960.  
Published by GM, Milano, Italy, no. 3. 

Britannia Airways 707-300C, G-AYEX, at Luton Air-
port, U.K.  Operated by Britannia from October 1971 
to March 1973.  Photo Precision Limited, St. Ives, 
Huntingdon, no. PT14663. 

 
Air France 707-300, F-BHSC, “Chateau de Fontain-
bleu”, at Bastia-Poretta Airport on the island of Cor-
sica.  Delivered to Air France on 22 December 1959 
and operated until 1977.  Published by A. Rion, Nice, 
no. 94/346. 

SABENA 707 with Belgian postage stamp affixed 
and cancelled on first day of issue, 1 December 
1959.  SABENA was the first European airline to op-
erate the 707, on 19 January 1960.  A/I.  Black & 
White. 

Transavia Holland 707-365C, PH-TRW, “Prinsess 
Irene”.  Painting by noted Dutch artist Thijs Postma.  
Skyliner Graphics no. 6.  Transavia operated this air-
craft only from April to June 1970. 
 

Lufthansa 707 Cockpit.  A/I.  No. 452 60 2757. 



39 

Lufthansa meal service in coach on a 707.  A/I.  No. 
452 60 2756. 

Aeropa 707-331, I-SAVA. According to Leonardo Pin-
zauti of Florence, Italy, in whose collection this card 
resides, this was the only 707 ever entered in the 
Italian registry.  The airline carried freight and had 
some passenger charter flights, operating from 1969 
to 1975.  Published by Stampagraf, Rome. 

TAROM Romanian Air Transport 707 in an art card 
with the year “82” on the front. A/I. 
 

 
EL AL 707-458, 4X-ATA, in first livery.  A/I.  EL AL 
operated this aircraft from April 1961 until March 
1984. Its cockpit is preserved at the Cradle of Avia-
tion Museum in Uniondale, Long Island, New York. 
 

 
TAAG Angola 707-300C, D2-TOM.  A/I.  Operated by 
TAAG from August 1980 to October 1988. 
 

 
South African Airways 707 Air Cargo aircraft over 
Paris, by artist Ed Davies who signed with the year 
“79”.  A/I. 
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Malaysia-Singapore Airlines 707-320B, 9V-BBA.     
A/I.  MSA later became Singapore Airlines.  MSA/
Singapore operated this aircraft from May 1968 to 
September 1979. 

 
QANTAS 707 in first livery. A/I. QANTAS of Australia 
was the first non-U.S. airline to operate 707s, start-
ing 29 July 1959.   
 

 
ANSETT Air Freight (Australia) 707 cargo aircraft.   
A/I.  Courtesy of Bill Demarest and his collection. 
 

Notes:  Except as noted, the original postcards of 
the above are in color, published in standard or 
continental size, and from the author’s collection.  I 
estimate their availability as -- Rare: the TWA, 
PanAm and Aeropa cards; Uncommon: the Boeing, 
both American, Western, BWIA, VARIG, Britannia, 
Air France, SABENA, both Lufthansa, TAAG, MSA 
and Ansett cards.  The rest are fairly common. 
 
References:  Cearley, George W., Jr., “Boeing 707 & 
720: A Pictorial History”,  100 pages, self-published, 
Dallas TX (1993); Cearley, George W., Jr., “Boeing 
707/720: Development and Early History to 1963, 
in The Captain’s Log, vol. 13, no. 4, pp. 3-37 (Dec. 
1987); Demarest, William, “World of Airline Post-
cards”, “Boeing 707” tab, in website 
www.williamdemarest.com; Demarest, William M. 
(ed.), “The International Airline Postcard Catalog, 
Volume Two: Boeing 707/720”, 96 pages, self-
published (May 1999); Demarest, William, “Post 
Card Corner”, in The Captain’s Log, vol. 13, no. 4, 
pp. 38-39 (Dec. 1987); Hurturk, Kivanc N., 
“Individual Aircraft History of the Boeing 707”, BU-
CHair (USA) Inc. (1998). 
 
If you ever have suggestions or other comments on 
our postcard articles, please let me know.  Until 
next time, Happy Collecting!   Marvin. 
 

Editor’s Additions 
The Boeing 707 is my all time favorite aircraft so I 
can’t resist adding more cards to Marvin’s article. 
Bill Demarest 
 
 
 

Top ~ Air Viet Nam 707, airline issue 
Bottom ~ American Eagle 707 (1981), airline issue 






























