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Label Time 
By Daniel Kusrow 
dkusrow@us.net 
www.airlinebaggagelabels.com 

Florida’s Airlines 
in Labels & Stickers 

 
Commercial aviation’s history runs deep in the state 
of Florida.  The world’s first scheduled airline, St. 
Petersburg-Tampa Airboat Line, commenced opera-
tions in early 1914.  Unfortunately, this firm did not 
issue any baggage labels, but many later airlines 
either based in Florida or which operated in and out 
of the state did.  This article presents a cross sec-
tion of these baggage labels and stickers. 

Aeromarine Airways inaugurated the first U.S. in-
ternational passenger and airmail service on No-
vember 1, 1920 flying from Key West to Havana 
with Aeromarine Model 75 flying boats.  By early 
1921, flights were being flown from Miami and Palm 
Beach to Bimini and Nassau.   During the next sev-
eral Winter Seasons, Aeromarine continued opera-
tions in Florida, with the last flights being made in 
late 1923.  Harry Bruno, the firm’s Publicity Direc-
tor, designed the colorful label while imbibing at 
Sloppy Joe’s Bar Havana.  This Extremely Rare bag-
gage label dates to 1921. 
 
Pan American Airways made its first flight from 
Key West to Havana using a Fokker F.VIIa/3m in 
late 1927.  This is the only known example of the 
airline’s first baggage label.  Pan American’s opera-
tions in the state soon moved to Miami’s 36th Street 
Airport terminal.  Later, PAA flying boats winged 
their way to Latin America from the Dinner Key 
Base on Biscayne Bay.  The airline had a constant 
operating and maintenance presence in South Flor-
ida.  This Extremely Rare baggage label dates to 
1928. (Reuben Martinez Collection) 

Curtiss Flying Service Beginning in the late 1920s, 
the Wright Aeronautical Corporation of Paterson, NJ 
started a series of fixed base and local air service 
operations nationwide, which included a division at 
Miami Municipal Airport. A Ford Trimotor was 
based there for south Florida regional sightseeing 
and scheduled flights during the Winter Seasons.  
The division was closed by 1933.  This Scarce bag-
gage label dates to 1930. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NYRBA – New York, Rio & Buenos Aires Line was 
founded in 1929 and established the first seaplane 
base at Dinner Key in Miami from where it flew Con-
solidated Commodore Flying Boats across the    

Pan American Airways 
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Caribbean and down the East Coast of South Amer-
ica.  Pan American, not NYRBA, was awarded the 
U.S. Air Mail contract, forcing NYRBA to merge with 
its smaller rival.  This Rare baggage label dates to 
1930. 

Eastern Air Transport picked up the airmail con-
tract for Atlanta to Miami from Pitcairn Aviation 
(emblem is on the EAT label), who had acquired it in 
1928 following the demise of Florida Airways in 
1926.  By early 1931 EAT was flying to Miami (with 
intermediate Florida East Coast and West Coast 
stops) using Curtiss Condors and Kingbirds.  This 
Rare baggage label dates to 1931. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eastern Air Lines by the mid 1930, under the firm 
hand of Eddie Rickenbacker, became profitable with 
the use of Douglas DC-2s and DC-3s on the New 
York to Miami run.  This small label advertised one 
of the airline’s different named flights, there was 
another called the “Miami Flyer.”  At this time, the 
airline was the largest employer of aviation person-
nel in the state of Florida.  This Uncommon baggage 
label dates to 1936. 
 
National Air Lines, founded in 1934, was head-
quartered initially in St. Petersburg, followed by 
Jacksonville and ultimately Miami.  By the late 
1930s, it was operating Lockheed Electras on a 
route that traversed most of Florida.  The Buccaneer 
moniker was in commemoration of what Eastern’s 
Eddie Rickenbacker called National’s Ted Baker 

when National entered the Jacksonville market.  By 
1980 National merged with another Florida institu-
tion, Pan Am. This Uncommon baggage label dates 
to 1939. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TACA Airways System was established in Hondu-
ras in 1931, and during the 1930s using a wide mix 
of planes developed an extensive cargo and passen-
ger network in Central America threatening the op-
erations of Chosen Instrument Pan American Air-
ways.  By 1943 a sales office was opened in Miami, 
and soon after the airline was flying Belize City to 
Miami via Havana.  This Uncommon freight label 
dates to 1947. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Florida Airways was founded in 1943 under the 
name of Orlando Airways as a small charter opera-
tion, but was renamed after it received approval for 
scheduled passenger service in 1946.  Beech 18s 
were used from 1947-1949 for the transport of pas-
sengers and air express on a route from Tallahassee 
to Jacksonville via Orlando.  This Uncommon bag-
gage label dates to 1947. 

National Air Lines 
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North American Food Carriers was an air freight 
line that operated Curtiss-Wright C-46 Freighters 
from Miami International Airport and specialized in 
cargo food shipments.  This Uncommon freight label 
dates to 1950. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AAXICO – American Air Export & Import Com-
pany was founded in 1945 at Miami as an irregular 
carrier to conduct all-cargo operations throughout 
south Florida, the Caribbean, and Central America 
with Douglas DC-3s and DC-6s, and Curtiss C-46 
Freighters.  It also conducted non-scheduled pas-
senger operations. This Uncommon freight label 
dates to 1950. (Marvin Goldman Collection) 
 
AVIANCA was founded in 1940 as the Colombian 
national carrier, and replaced the German-operated 
SCADTA that dated back to 1919.  In January of 
1947 a Douglas DC-4 inaugurated direct Colombia 
to Miami International Airport service, which was 
the first airliner from a South American west coast 
country to do so.   By 1949, this route had been ex-
tended to New York City.  This Scarce baggage label 
dates to 1950. 
 

Delta Air Lines was established in 1929, and by 
late 1945 the airline started operating a new route 
from Chicago to Miami via Atlanta and Jacksonville 
using Douglas DC-3s, that were soon replaced by 
DC-4s.  The label depicts sun bathers at Miami 
Beach, and was issued just before the airline 
merged with Chicago and Southern.  This Uncom-
mon baggage label dates to 1952. (Marvin Goldman 
Collection) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mackey Air Transport was incorporated in 1946 
and started operating scheduled passenger service 
in 1953 from St. Petersburg, Tampa, Fort Lauder-
dale, and West Palm Beach to Nassau using Doug-
las DC-3s and DC-4s.  This Scarce baggage label 
dates to 1953. (Henk Heiden Collection) 
 
Riddle Airlines was established in 1945 at Coral 
Gables to run passenger and cargo flights to and 
from Florida, with Puerto Rico being an early desti-
nation.  By the mid 1950s, the airline was granted 

AVIANCA 



22 

authority to operate scheduled cargo services using 
Curtiss-Wright C-46Fs to Florida from New York, 
Boston, Detroit, and Chicago; such as carrying Flor-
ida fashions to the Midwest.  This Uncommon 
freight label dates to 1955. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Northeast Airlines was launched in 1940 as the re-
branded Boston-Maine/Central Vermont Airways.  
By early 1956 the airline was granted authority to 
begin flights from Boston via New York to Miami us-
ing Douglas DC-6s in direct competition with East-
ern Air Lines and National Airlines.  This Uncom-
mon baggage label dates to 1957. 
 
Cubana is the pre-Revolution airline that started 
service in 1929, and from 1932 to 1945 it was a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Pan American Airways.  
In 1946 it launched its first international service 
from Havana to Miami with the Douglas DC-3.   By 
August 1957, it was operating the British Vickers 
Viscount turboprop airliner, as well as the Lockheed 
Constellation.  This Scarce baggage label dates to 
1957. 
 

Capital Airlines was launched in 1948 as the re-
branded Pennsylvania-Central Airlines.  By 1955 it 
became the first major American airline to place the 
British Vickers Viscount turboprop air transport 
into passenger service, and three years later it was 
granted authority to begin flying to Miami from its 
East Coast and Midwest route cities.  This Common 
baggage label dates to 1958. 

Riddle Airlines 

Cubana 

TWA Trans World Airlines 
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TWA – Trans World Airlines flew extensive Ameri-

can transcontinental and European and Asian in-

ternational route networks with Lockheed Constel-

lations throughout the 1950s and Boeing 707s and 

Convair 880s in the 1960s.  Miami was a relative 

late destination for the airline with a new route be-

ing flown from St. Louis to Miami via Nashville us-

ing Boeing 727s.  This Uncommon baggage label 

dates to 1968. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Air Florida was a Miami based airline that started 

intrastate scheduled passenger operations in 1971.  

In 1980 it inaugurated DC-10 flights to a number of 

European cities from Miami, as well as service to 

Caribbean and Central American destinations.  

Flights to Chicago followed soon after.  This Com-

mon baggage sticker dates to 1981. (Marvin Gold-

man Collection) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Florida Express was launched in 1983 and based 

at Orlando International Airport.  It used BAC 1-

11’s to run discount flights to a number of intra-

state, Southeast, East Coast, and Midwest destina-

tions.  It was acquired by Braniff in 1988 and ended 

operations the following year when Braniff entered 

bankruptcy.  This Common baggage identification 

sticker dates to 1985. (Marvin Goldman Collection) 

Chalk’s International Air Lines was a flying boat 

service based in Miami.  It was founded in 1919 by 

“Pappy” Chalk and specialized during the post 

World War II years in operating Grumman Amphibi-

ans (Gooses, Widgeons, Mallards and Albatrosses) 

on scheduled passenger flights from Miami to Key 

West and a number of destinations in the Bahamas.  

This Uncommon baggage sticker dates to 1987. 

(Marvin Goldman Collection) 

Virgin Atlantic was founded in 1982 with Richard 

Branson at the helm, and by 1984 commenced 

trans-Atlantic operations between London Gatwick 

and Newark using a single Boeing 747-200.  In 

1987 Miami was added as the 2nd North American 

destination, which led to a dramatic increase in 

business for the young discount airline, and Or-

lando soon followed.  This Uncommon baggage 

sticker dates to 1987 (Henk Heiden Collection) 

 

Icelandair was founded in 1940 as Flugfelag Is-

lands.  By 1979, it merged with competitor Icelandic 

Airlines to form a single national carrier.  In the late 

1980s a twice-weekly flight was inaugurated from 

Glasgow to Orlando International Airport for the 

heavy U.K. tourist traffic using Douglas DC-8s.  

This Uncommon baggage sticker dates to 1988. 
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AirTran is a U.S. low cost domestic airline that is 
headquartered at Orlando International Airport, 
with its principal operating hub at Atlanta Interna-
tional Airport, and serves the East Coast and the 
Midwest.  The company was founded in 1993, and 
merged with ValuJet in 1997.  It is the largest op-
erator of the Boeing 717, and serves all of Florida’s 
principal cities. This Uncommon baggage sticker 
dates to 1998. 
 
Notes: 
 
All labels, stickers, decals and tags are from the col-
lection of the author, unless otherwise indicated, 
and all are airline issued. 
 
Sources: 
 
Arend, Geoffrey, Great Airports: Miami Interna-
tional, Air Cargo News, 1986. 
Smith, Myron J., Jr., The Airline Encyclopedia, 
1909-2000, The Scarecrow Press (2002). 
Thomas, Don, Nostalgia Panamericana, Self-
Published (1987). 
Thomas, Don, Nostalgia North Americana, Self-
Published (1990). 
Thomas, Don (ed.), Air Transport Label Catalog, 
A&ALCC & AFA (1991 & 1993). 
Thomas, Don, Airline Artistry, Self-Published 
(1992). 

Icelandair 

Back Issues of 
The Captain’s Log 
Available For Sale 

 
26-1   TWA – Trans World Airlines 

 SOLD OUT! 
26-2   US Airways Memorabilia 
26-3   Latin American Airlines 
26-4   Commuter & Regional Airlines 
27-1 Airlines of Canada 
27-2 European Charter Airlines 
27-3 The Convair Twins 
27-4 Airlines of Africa 
28-1 South Pacific Adventure 
28-2 Airlines of Scandinavia 
28-3 Eastern Air Lines 
28-4 Douglas DC-7 
29-1 Airlines of California 
29-2 Airlines of the Middle East 
29-3 The Boeing 727 
29-4 Airlines of Alaska 
30-1  Milwaukee and Upper Midwest 
 Airlines 
30-2 Meet The Fokkers! 
30-3 The Airlines of Hawaii 
30-4 A Capital Experience 
31-1 British Airways 
31-2 Airlines of Japan 
31-3 India and her Airlines 
31-4 The Lockheed Constellation 
32-1 EL AL Israel Airlines 
32-2 The Mighty DC-10 
32-3   United Airlines 
32-4   Skies Over Texas 
33-1 Air of Luxury 
33-2 World of Cargo Airlines 
33-3 Regional & Commuter Airlines 
 

Update your collection by adding copies of 
The Captain’s Log to your library! Single 
issues are available for: 
 

$5.00 USD - Domestic US First Class 
$7.50 USD - Canada, Air Mail 
$10.00 USD - Worldwide, Air Mail 
  

Send your check or money order to: 
  

World Airline Historical Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 489 

Ocoee, FL 34761 USA 
 

Payments accepted via PayPal.com 
by using: 

membership@WAHSOnline.com 
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Postcard Corner! 
By Marvin Goldman 
mmgoldman@rcn.com   

Airlines of Florida 
 in Postcards 

 
Florida has a special prominence in airline history, 
so it’s a real treat to write about this fascinating 
subject as reflected on postcards. 
 
We begin where the first scheduled airline took off -- 
St. Petersburg, Florida.  On 1 January 1914 the St. 
Petersburg-Tampa Airboat Line initiated regular ser-
vice between those cities across Tampa Bay.  The 
airline continued until April of that year. 

St. Petersburg-Tampa Airboat Line Benoist Type XIV, 
aloft on the world’s first regularly scheduled air 
route, 1914.  Black & White (“B&W”), George N. 
Johnson, Jr. Collection. 
 
The pioneering Aeromarine Airways started the next 
regularly scheduled airline service in Florida on 1 
November 1920, from Key West to Havana, Cuba, 
followed by service from Miami to Nassau, Bahamas 
in early 1921.  The airline continued scheduled op-
erations until Septermber 1923. 
 
In early 1926 Eddie Rickenbacker and others organ-
ized Florida Airways which operated for about nine 
months between Miami and Atlanta.  This airline is 
considered one of the earliest predecessors of East-
ern Air Lines. 
 
Pan American Airways started operations in 1927, 
with its first route being Key West to Havana.  In 
January 1929 Pan American initiated landplane 
service from the new 36th St. Airport at Hialeah, Mi-
ami, the predecessor airport to today’s Miami Inter-

national, and in the early 1930s it established a 
base for its seaplanes at Dinner Key, just south of 
Miami. 
 

Pan American Ford Trimotor 5-AT at Miami, about 
1932.  A/I.  Sepia. 
 

Aeromarine West Indies Airways Curtiss Type 75 
flying-boat Balboa, about 1921.  Airline Issue (“A/I”).  
B&W, Daniel Kusrow Collection. 

Florida Airways Stout 2-AT, “Miss Tampa”, flying 
over coast between Fort Myers and Tampa.  Painting 
by Keith Ferris.  #28465.  My card has a handwritten 
message on back written 1  November 1977. 
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Pan American Sikorsky S-40 “American Clipper” (the 
first to carry the “Clipper” name), reg’n NC-80V, at 
Dinner Key FL, about 1935.  Gerecke photo 6.   B&W. 
 
Eastern Air Lines, one of the four original trunk op-
erators in the U.S., inaugurated service to Florida in 
1934 and continued flights until the airline’s demise 
in 1991. 

Eastern DC-2 at Vero Beach.  Tichnor, Boston, 
#69354; pub. by Eli Witt Tobacco, Fort Pierce FL.   

 
Eastern Super-C Constellation over Miami Beach.  A/
I no. P-172.  Although this is one of the most common 
airline postcards, it’s still a favorite, evoking the 
pleasures of vacation air travel to warm southern 
Florida. 

One of the earliest foreign airlines to fly to Florida 
was Aerovías Q of Cuba, from 1947 to 1961, prior to 
the suspension of U.S.-Cuba aviation links.  Today, 
numerous airlines from other countries bring vaca-
tioners and businessmen to Florida through inter-
national airports such as Miami and Orlando. 
 

Aerovias Q C46, reg’n CU-T583, probably at Key 
West FL.  Hannau Color Productions, Miami Beach 
FL, #14623.  Back advertises 3 flights daily from Key 
West to Havana, $10 each way plus tax. 
 
Resort Airlines, which operated from 1945-1961, 
developed the concept of inclusive air tours, the 
forerunner of today’s package tours.  Miami served 
as a base for expansion of service to the Caribbean 
and Central America. 
 

Resort Airlines map postcard, showing routes from 
Miami base.  Early 1950s.  A/I.  Published by MWM, 
Aurora, Missouri. 
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Several airlines have operated mainly as Florida 

specialties.  Here are some examples from the 1960s 

and 1970s: 

Naples Airlines, affiliated with Provincetown Boston 
Airline, over Naples FL shoreline with Naples Munici-
pal Airport in background.  N35PB.  Curteichcolor 
5DK-634 [1965].  Collier Card Co. N.60, Naples FL  
(previously in Allan Van Wickler collection).  Naples 
Airlines operated from 1957-1988 and was acquired 
by PEOPLExpress in 1986. 

Mackey Airlines DC-6 over Southern Florida.  A-I.  
Colourpicture, Boston, P15247.  Mackey was ac-
quired by Eastern Air Lines in 1967. 

Air Sunshine DC3. Humm Publ’g Co., Miami, #P1839.  
Back of card advertises that it flies from Key West, 

Marathon, Miami and Tampa.  This airline operated 
from 1971 until 1978 when it was acquired by Air 
Florida. 

Chalk’s Flying Service, Inc., Grumman G-111 Alba-
tross. Summerland Photo Service, Miami.  Chalk’s 
was one of the world’s first airlines, established by 
Capt. A. B. Chalk in 1919.  It operated until 2007. 
 
Cargo operations have always played an important 

role at Florida airports.  Southern Air Transport was 

an early cargo carrier with a base in Miami, operat-

ing from 1946 to 1998. 

Southern Air Transport DC-7CF.  A/I.  Oversize.  Pub-
lished by Kurt Waldmann, Miami FL, and printed by 
Dexter Press, #23560-C. 
 
Delta Air Lines started service to Florida in 1945 

with a route to Miami, and it continues to be one of 

the leading airlines in Florida skies. 
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[Previous Page]  Delta DC-8 at McCoy AFB Civilian 
Passenger Terminal, Orlando.  McCoy was the prede-
cessor airport to today’s Orlando International Air-
port.  Curteichcolor 7DK-1130 [1967].  Orange News 
Co., Orlando. 
 
Several other airlines with close ties to Florida no 
longer exist, having been merged into other carriers 
or liquidated.  Here are some examples: 

Northeast 727 in the famous “Yellowbird” color 
scheme, over Miami Beach FL.  A/I.  Northeast oper-
ated from 1940 until 1972 when it merged into Delta. 

National Airlines 747 in Sun King livery.  This is one 
of a series of unusual puzzle postcards issued in the 
1970s by Mail-A-Puzzle.  National was based in Mi-
ami, operating from 1934 until its merger into PanAm 
in 1980. 

Florida Express BAC 1-11, reg’n N1545.  AeroGem.  
This airline utilized Orlando as a hub, linking it with 
eight other cities.  It flew from 1984 until acquired by 
Braniff in 1988. 

Air Florida 737-200, reg’n N37AF, 5 x 7 (13 x 18cm).  
There are at least two different backs, one with a 
Miami/Ft. Lauderdale to and from Key West sched-
ule, and the second highlighting nonstop Orlando-
Freeport service. Air Florida operated from 1971 to 
1984. 

Northeastern 727,  N356-PR, at its base in Ft. 
Lauderdale FL.  pub’r: Executive Aircraft Historians.  
Printed by Midland Printing, Shrewsbury, England.  
This airline operated from 1980-1986. 
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[Previous Page]  Carnival Air Lines A-300B4.  A/I, 
published about 1994.  Oversize. Carnival, affiliated 
with the cruise ship line, operated from 1989 to 
1997. 

Miami Air 727-200.  A/I.  Oversize.  Miami Air is a 
charter airline formed in 1990 which is still currently 
operating. 

Air Tran Boeing 717.  A/I, dated 2002.  Based in  
Orlando, Air Tran is now one of the main airlines  
operating to and from Florida. 
 
We will conclude our visit to Florida’s skies with a 
card featuring perhaps the leading airline in Florida 
today, American Airlines, which has developed Mi-
ami as a major hub for its operations to the Carib-
bean and Central and South America. 
 
Notes:  Except as noted, the original postcards of 
the above are in color, published in standard or 
continental size, and from the author’s collection.  I 
estimate the availability of these cards as -- Rare: 
the St. Petersburg-Tampa Air Boat Line, 
Aeromarine, PanAm, Eastern DC-2, Resort, and 
Naples cards; Uncommon: the Florida Airways, 
Aerovias Q, Mackey, Southern Air Transport, North-
east 727, Delta DC-8, National 747, and Air Sun-
shine cards.  The rest are fairly common. 

References:  Arend, Geoffrey, Great Airports—Miami 
International, Air Cargo News, Inc. (1986); Davies, 
R.E.G., Airlines of the United States since 1914, 
Smithsonian Institution Press (1972); Smith Jr., 
Myron J., The Airline Encyclopedia: 1909-2000, 3 
vols., Scarecrow Press (2002); Wikipedia.com entries 
on the airlines noted. 
 
The Airliners International 2009 show, being held in 
Orlando, 23-25 July 2009, is featuring an airline 
postcard contest and display.  I encourage you to 
prepare one or more display boards of your favorite 
airline postcards for this show.  It’s easy to do and 
fun!  Please see the contest rules at the following 
page of the ai2009.com website: www.ai2009.com/
Postcard%20Contest.htm 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at AI2009 in Orlando, 
and until next time, Happy Collecting!   Marvin. 

American Airlines 767-300, a frequent visitor to   
Florida’s skies.  A/I (published in Europe). 

Editor’s Addition 

This Air Florida airline-issued Boeing 707 interior 
shot postcard is truly unique! Thank goodness cloth-
ing styles have changed over the years.  
- Bill Demarest 
































