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Postcard Corner! 
By Marvin Goldman 
mmgoldman@rcn.com   

Regional Airline Postcards 
Hundreds of regional airlines, past and present 
worldwide, are featured on postcards.  Here is a 
sampling, selected for diversity and each with a dif-
ferent type aircraft. 
 
In the United States, under close regulation by the 
Civil Aeronautics Board, a category of “Local Ser-
vice” or regional airlines gained official recognition 
starting in 1955.  By the early 1960s, about 13 air-
lines became dominant regional carriers in various 
parts of the U.S.  Eventually all of these regionals 
ended up being acquired by different major U.S. air-
lines of today.  After airline deregulation in the U.S. 
in 1978, many new local airlines were formed, and 
the leading ones today typically serve as feeders or 
connectors to the major airlines under affiliation 
agreements. 
 
The first two cards feature airlines that eventually 
ended up as part of Northwest Airlines.  Let’s start 
with Wisconsin Central Airlines, formed in 1944,  
which changed its name to North Central Airlines in 
1952.  It served several Upper Midwest states.  In 
1979 North Central merged with Southern to be-
come Republic Airlines which in turn later merged 
into Northwest.   

Wisconsin Central Airlines Lockheed 10A Electra.  The famous 
“Herman” mallard flying duck logo, introduced in 1948 and seen 
on the side of the aircraft, continued in use during the airline’s 
North Central and Republic incarnations.  B&W.  Airline issue 
(“A/I”), about 1948-51. 
 
[Following Column]  Southern Airways DC-9-15, first flown by 
Southern in 1967.  A/I.  Southern operated in several southeast-
ern states from 1949 to 1979, when it was merged with North 
Central to form Republic Airlines. 
 

Ozark Air Lines, based in Missouri, operated in the upper cen-
tral portion of the U.S., briefly in 1945 and then from 1950 
until 1986 when it was acquired by TWA. 

Ozark Air Lines Fokker FH-227B, N4216.  The type served in its 
fleet from 1966 to 1980.  A/I. 
 
In the Rocky Mountain area of the Western U.S., the 
original Frontier Airlines operated from 1950 until 
acquired in turn by People Express in 1985 and 
Texas Air Corporation in 1986, and eventually inte-
grated into Continental Airlines in 1987.   
 

Frontier Airlines Convair 580, N73127, operated by it starting in 
1964.  A/I.   
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The next group of cards features regional airlines 
that eventually ended up as part of today’s USAir-
ways. 
 
Let’s start with Lake Central Airlines.  My first and 
only DC-3 flight was on Lake Central in December 
1959 from Lafayette, Indiana to Chicago Midway 
Airport -- during a snowstorm no less.  I was on this 
flight with the UCLA basketball team and Coach 
John Wooden, for whom I was the team equipment 
manager, following a game with Purdue University 
at Lafayette.  Lake Central served several states 
mainly bordering on the Great Lakes.  It merged 
into Allegheny in 1968.  Allegheny changed its name 
to USAir in 1979, and USAir changed its name to 
USAirways in 1996. 

Lake Central Airlines DC-3, N18667.  A/I.  Postmarked June 
1960.  The back of the card claims that Lake Central is “the 
world’s only employee-owned airline” at the time.  

 
Mohawk Airlines BAC-1-11, A/I, 1965.  Originally founded as 
Robinson Airlines in 1948, Mohawk operated in New York and 
nearby states.  It merged into Allegheny in 1972. 
 
 
[Next Column]  Empire Airlines Fokker F.28-4000 at Oneida 
County Airport, Utica-Rome, New York, about 1984.  Margo Stu-
dio, Rome, NY, card no. 164801.  Empire operated in New York 
and nearby states from 1979 until 1986 when it merged into 
Piedmont Airlines, which in turn merged into USAir in 1988. 
 
 

Pacific Southwest Airlines (PSA) Boeing 727-200 with “smiley 
face” at San Jose, California.  Published by R. and C. Hakanson, 
San Pablo CA, #C28328.  PSA started in 1949 as a wholly-
intrastate carrier in California, and was a pioneer in low-cost, no-
frills service.  It later expanded to other states and northern Mex-
ico, and was ultimately acquired by USAir in 1987. 

 
Allegheny Commuter (Fischer Brothers Aviation) DeHavilland 
Dove Heron DH-114, N14FB and N3FB, about late 1970s.  Card 
issued by Fischer Brothers, published by Photorama, Galion, 
Ohio, and printed by Dexter Press no. 27185-D.  Allegheny Air-
lines operated from 1953-1979 in the Mid-Atlantic states and 
surrounding region.  In a pioneering move, it began the Allegheny 
Commuter concept in 1977, affiliating with smaller local airlines, 
starting with Henson  In 1979 Allegheny changed its name to 
USAir and launched its move from regional to national status.   
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Piedmont Commuter British Aerospace Jetstream 31, N161PC.  
Issued by British Aerospace, about 1986.  Piedmont Airlines was 
another significant regional airline, operating mainly in the mid-
Atlantic states and southward. Like Allegheny, it started operat-
ing local commuter services through acquisitions or affiliations 
involving commuter airlines.  In 1988 Piedmont merged into 
USAir. 
  
 
Today in the U.S., regional airlines operate in many 
different forms, with the more significant having 
some kind of affiliation or partnership with a major 
airline.  Here are some examples: 
 
 

 
 
Cape Air (Nantucket Airlines/Continental Connection) Cessna 
402C II, N6875D.  A/I.  Based in Hyannis, Massachusetts, Cape 
Air flies to several northeastern states and also operates in Flor-
ida, the Caribbean and Micronesia.  Flights in Florida and Micro-
nesia are operated as Continental Connection through a code 
share partnership with Continental Airlines. 
   
[Next Column]  Mesa Airlines Beechcraft 1900D.  A/I.  The Mesa 
Air Group operates three regional airline subsidiaries – Mesa 
Airlines, Freedom Airlines and Air Midwest.  Flights are operated 
under the Mesa Airlines and go! brands or under contract and 
code share agreements as Delta Connection, United Express and 
US Airways Express. 

American Eagle Embraer 120 Brasilia N124AM of Air Midwest at 
Wichita, Kansas, August 1986.  BUCHairCARD 8736.  American 
Eagle started as a brand name grouping of several regional air-
lines, but now it is an airline of its own, serving as the principal 
feeder and connector for American Airlines, with both American 
Eagle and American being owned by AMR Corp.  American Eagle 
claims that its network is presently the largest regional airline 
system in the world. 

United Express Bombardier CRJ200.  Operated by Atlantic Coast 
Airlines, A/I. Courtesy of Allan Van Wickler and his collection.  
Seven regional airlines presently operate feeder flights for United 
Airlines under the United Express brand.  These include Chau-
tauqua, Colgan, GoJet, Mesa, Shuttle America, SkyWest and 
Trans States.  The CRJ200 type is presently operated by Mesa 
and SkyWest under the United Express name.  
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Turning to other countries, here is a brief selection 
of regional airlines: 

 
Aurigny Air Services Britten-Norman Trilander G-JOEY.  A/I.  
Aurigny, based in Guernsey, Channel Islands, has served the 
islands for 40 years, connecting them internally and also with 
western France and England.   

Lufthansa Regional Bombardier CRJ900, D-ACKC.  A/I, 2007.  
Flights under the Lufthansa Regional name are operated by part-
ner airlines Air Dolomiti, Augsburg, Contact Air, Eurowings and 
Lufthansa CityLine. 

Air Sicilia ATR-42, F-OHFH.  A/I.  Courtesy of Leonardo Pinzauti 
and his collection.  This very rare card was issued by the airline 
with distribution believed to be limited to some travel agents in 
Sicily.  Based in Palermo, Italy, Air Sicilia operated scheduled 
flights from 1994 to 2003, and placed the ATR-42 in service in 
1995. 

Arkia DeHavilland DHC-7, 4X-AHA, at Eilat, Israel, June 1992.  
BUCHairCARD 9331.  Arkia, founded in 1949, is the largest local 
carrier operating flights within Israel.  It also operates charter 
and some scheduled flights to Europe and other locations. 

Japan Air Commuter (JAC) SAAB 340B and Cockpit.  A/I.  JAC 
connects several cities within Japan and serves as a feeder to its 
affiliate Japan Airlines.  At the time this card was issued, JAC 
was affiliated with Japan Air System (JAS), but JAS later 
merged into Japan Airlines.  
 
 
Notes:  Original postcards of the above are in color 
and from the author’s collection, except as noted.  I 
estimate the availability of these cards as -- Rare: 
the Wisconsin Central, Allegheny Commuter and Air 
Sicilia cards; Uncommon: the Frontier, Lake Cen-
tral, Mohawk, PSA and United Express cards.  The 
rest are fairly common. 
 
References:  Davies, R.E.G., Airlines of the United 
States since 1914, Smithsonian Institution Press 
(1972); Smith Jr., Myron J., The Airline Encyclope-
dia: 1909-2000, 3 vols. (Scarecrow Press, 2002); 
Wikipedia.com entries on the airlines noted. 
 
Until next time, Happy Collecting!  
 

 Marvin 




























