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From The Flight Deck 
Welcome Aboard! 
 
Another successful convention is now history!  Tony Trapp and Craig Morris, thanks for a fabulous time in 
Texas. Your hard work and attention to detail was on display the entire time. Great treasures for our collec-
tions, a backyard style BBQ under the wing of an AA DC-3, and a formal Banquet with two eloquent guest 
speakers were perfect! Of course, the most important feature (in my opinion), was seeing old friends again. 
 
Now the wait for AI 2009 in Orlando Florida begins and it is already shaping up to be a Grand Slam. It will 
be held at the Wyndham Orlando Resort on July 23-25, 2009. The promoters of AI 2009 are open for busi-
ness at www.ai2009.com!  You can make your hotel reservation, register for the convention, see activities 
planned and even see the ballroom table layout. If you have never been to Orlando, make certain this is the 
year you attend. For airplane fans, the official Orlando airport website www.orlandoairports.net shows 49 
different airlines operating with NON-STOP service to 79 US and 16 International destinations. Walt Disney 
World and Universal Studios are also just a short drive away. I could go on and on, but I think you get the 
picture. The hotel is honoring the $89 rate July 19-29, 2009 to make it easier on your wallet! Start making 
your plans today! 
 
We are moving forward with forming a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Airline Industry Museum Foun-
dation Inc. We have many common goals, and perhaps over time, the Society will finally have a place to 
display artifacts and educate the public.  When you have time, check it out at www.airlinemuseum.org.  
Hopefully this is the beginning of a fruitful and rewarding relationship. 
 
The Captain's Log now has a new label editor. Please join me in welcoming Mr. Daniel Kusrow to our world 
class staff of editors. Also please remember that all of your editors donate their valuable time and money to 
bring you this fine publication. 
 
The future of WAHS continues to be a major concern to me. We continue to lose a few  members each year. 
Every year less members are willing to help the Society prosper.  Our tax deductible donations are down. 
To top it off, we still do not have a location for our AI convention in 2010.  We need your help in turning 
this around. 
 
Some members say “let the Board do the next AI”. I do not think that is the answer. The officers and board 
members already donate time and money to keep the society going . However, I think the most important 
issue is that having the Board organize the AI would remove the uniqueness that each different host com-
mittee brings to our yearly conventions. I also suspect that future promoters would be less interested in 
submitting proposals. One thing that I have learned from promoting both regional and AI shows, is that it 
takes an enormous amount of time, planning, and a drive to succeed to make a convention a success. The 
key to a successful AI is not that you have to be or hire a professional meeting planner, but careful plan-
ning, attention to details, asking for advice from other AI or regional show hosts, and having very few 
“chiefs” on the committee are very important ingredients. Any member can plan and execute a successful 
AI. 
 
Please continue to talk up the Society, our future depends on it! 

 

Duane L. YoungDuane L. YoungDuane L. YoungDuane L. Young    

Flying Ahead….With The Log 
Issue 33-3 ~ Regional Airlines 
Issue 33-4 ~ Florida’s Airlines 
Issue 34-1 ~ The Boeing 707 

Issue 34-2 ~ The World of Pan Am 
Issue 34-3 ~ Unusual Aircraft & Unusual Airlines 

Duane Young, President., President@WAHSOnline.com, P.O. Box 101, Covington, LA 70434 



4 

Airliners International 2008 - Dallas/Ft. Worth 
See us in action! 

 

All Photographs kindly supplied by Joe Wolf, Tom Livesey, George W. Cearley, Jr. and Tony Trapp. 

Special AI 2008 guest aviation authors and historians  
Robert Sterling and R.E.G. Davies.  

WAHS Treasurer Jay Prall with his wife Cathy along with WAHS 
President Duane Young enjoying the banquet dinner. 

Long time WAHS members George W. Cearley Jr.  
and Phil Brooks.  

WAHS guest speaker and author Capt. William Ippolito 
 and AI 2008 co-chairman Tony Trapp at the cocktail reception. 

WAHS Editor and wing collector Stan Baumwald. Dealers displaying some of the many model aircraft available. 



5 

Texas BBQ dinner under the wings of an American Airlines DC-3 at the C.R. Smith Museum. What more could you ask for? 

Chris Slimmer and David Keller checking out the items for sale. Patti Ryan with her flight attendant memorabilia. 

A small sampling the of many items on the display hall floor. George W. Cearley, Jr., Bill Demarest, Jim “JET” Thompson 
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Airliners International 2009 
Photo & Slide Contest Winners 

Contest Coordinator: Wally Wilson 
 
There were two categories in this year’s AI2008 pho-
tography contest. 
- Ground: Photographs depicting aircraft prior to 
nose-gear rotation or tail-wheel lift off and 
- Air: Photographs depicting aircraft after nose-gear 
rotation or tail wheel lift off. 
 
Ground 
1st Place (Displayed on inside back cover) 
Stephen Griffin 
Palos Verdes Estates, California 
DC-3 parked at an airport north of Anchorage 
Alaska 
 
2nd Place 
Wally Wilson 
Alexandria, Virginia 
A Continental 737 rolls out after its evening landing 
on runway 1 at DCA. 
 
3rd Place 
Ken Miller 
Campbell, California 
British Airways Connection Twin Otter, Glasgow, 
Scotland 
 
Air 
1st Place   
Stephen Griffin    
Palos Verdes Estates, California 
Everts Air Cargo DC-6 landing at Anchorage Airport 
– one of 4 DC-6s based there for Everts. 
 
2nd Place 
Brandon Lukas 
Arlington Heights, Illinois 
 
A United 747-400 climbing out runway 32L at ORD. 
 
3rd Pace 
Ken Miller 
Campbell, California 
 
Columbia Boeing 107 Helicopter at Summit Fire / 
San Martin, California Airport. 
 
Spirit of Flight – Best of Show 
Mike Chew (Displayed on inside front cover) 
Belmont, California 
 
A TED A320 with reflection SFO, United San Fran-
cisco Maintenance Center for new paint scheme  
unveiling. 

Winner - 2nd Place Ground, Wally Wilson 

Winner - 3rd Place Ground , Ken Miller 

Winner - 2nd Place Air, Brandon Lukas 
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Airliners International 2009 
Model Contest Winners 

Contest Coordinator: Ken Miller 
 
Youth 
1st. 1/200 SAS DC9 “Agne Viking” 
 Billy Wilt 
       
Small Jet Twin Engine Split 
1st. 1/400 ANA 777    
 Doug Reynolds 
       
2nd. 1/400 JAL 777    
 Doug Reynolds 
 
3rd. 1/200 Casino Express 737-200  
 Robert Campbell 
       
Small Jet More Than Two Engines Split 
1st. 1/400 Virgin Atlantic A340   
 Doug Reynolds 
2nd. 1/200 Continental DC10   
 Robert Campbell 
3rd. 1/200 Braniff Calder 727   
 Robert Campbell 
 
Medium Jet 
1st. 1/144 DHL DC8-73    
 Doug Reynolds 
2nd. 1/144 Braniff BAC111   
 Bob Venditti 
3rd. 1/144 Delta DC8-71    
 Doug Reynolds 
 
Major Conversion 
1st. 1/144 Braniff DC8-62  
 Doug Reynolds 

Youth Category Winner - SAS DC-9 

First Place - Small Jet Twin Engine Split - ANA Boeing 777 

First Place - Small Jet More Than Two Engines Split 
Virgin Atlantic Airbus A340 

First Place - Medium Jet - DHL DC-8-73 

First Place - Major Conversion - Braniff DC-8-62 
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AIRLINERS INTERNATIONAL 2008 TRIVIA QUIZ 

Sponsored by Jim “JET” Thompson 
 and Mainliner Books 

1. What did American Airlines call their fleet of Douglas 
    DC-3s? 
A) Flagships B) Pacemakers C) Mainliners D) Executives          
E) Clippers 
 
2. Where in Mississippi is _______ - Evers International Airport? 
A) Vicksburg B) Biloxi C) Meridian D) Jackson E) Pascagoula 
 
3. In February 2004 Singapore Airlines began flying the A340-
541 to Singapore from what city on what was then the longest 
non-stop route? 
A) San Francisco B) Chicago C) New York D) Vancouver           
E) Los Angeles 
 
4. In regards to the question above, how many hours long was 
that flight? 
A) 16 hours B) 17-1/2 hours C) 18-1/2 hours D) 19 hours      
E) 19-3/4 hours 
 
5. Which of the following was not a 1960s Local Service airline 
executive? 
A) L.B. Maytag B) Lamar Muse C) Robert Peach D) Croil Hunter 
E) Nick Bez 
 
6. How many airports suffered a major crash involving flight 
#191? 
A) One B) Two C) Three D) Four E) Five 
 
7. Where was the original location of the commercial airport for 
New Orleans? 
A) Harahan B) Kenner C) Lake Front D) St. Bernard Parish      
E) Metaire 
 
8. January 12, 1979 is noteworthy in Braniff International’s 
history for what? 
A) Introduced the Dallas Cowboy special livery 
B) Rolled out the Calder 727 aircraft 
C) Began joint Concorde service to Washington-Dulles 
D) Retired the Boeing 720 
E) Began flying from Dallas to London-Gatwick (LGW) 
 
9. What airline provided Dallas with its first Jet Powered     
Service? 
 
A) Trans Texas B) Braniff c) Delta d) American e) Continental 
 
10. How many years was Great Southwest Airport (GSW) in 
used for scheduled airline service? 
A) 10 B) 13 C) 15 D) 19 E) 25 
 
Tie-Breakers: 
 
1. What was the construction number of the last passenger 
version of the 727-200 built (N779AL)? 
 
2. How many active aircraft are listed for American Airlines in 
the 2005/2006 issue of JP Airline Fleets International? This 
does not count aircraft in storage or on order. 
 
Answers: 
1. A-Flagships. B was Piedmont, C was United, D was         
Allegheny and E was Pan American. 
2. D-Jackson – the Jackson-Evers International Airport 
3. E-Los Angeles 
4. C-18-1/2 hours 
5. D-Croil Hunter was with Northwest. Bud Maytag was with 
Frontier, Lamar Muse was with Central, Bob Peach with Mo-
hawk, and Nick Bez with West Coast. 
6. B-2. ORD with American 191 DC-10-10 and DFW with Delta 

191 L-1011 
7. A-Harahan in the 1920s. Lake Front in the 1930s. Kenner 
from 1946 onward. 
8. C – Began joint Concorde service with British Airways and 
Air France. 
9. E-Continental in 1959 with Viscount service. 
10. C-15 – from 1953 as Amon Carter Field to 1968 as GSW. 
 
Tie-Breakers: 
 
1. 23052 a 727-270 built for Iraqi Airways but never delivered 
to them, instead delivered to USAir on April 6, 1983. 
2. 708. MD-82/83s, 737-823s, 757-200s, 767-223s & 323s, 
A300-605Rs, and 777-223s 
 
Winners: 
3rd place with six correct answers - Joe Wolf 
2nd place with seven correct answers - Steve Jacobson 
1st place with seven correct answers based on tie-breaker - Bill 
Demarest 
And in last place who gave it their best overall effort with one 
correct answer - Al Minich 

Photo Contest Winners (Continued) 

Winner - 3rd Place Air, Ken Miller 

More AI 2008 Photos! 

Saturday’s banquet dinner allowed us to renew friendships and 
make new ones with enthusiasts from all over the world. 
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The World of Cargo Airlines 
 

Joop Gerritsma, 
Captain’s Log Features Editor 

F27f28@hotmail.com 

The carriage of cargo by air is as old as commercial aviation itself. Before the Second World War it was called 
Air Express and involved mostly small parcels, as distinct from letters. But especially in North America trans-
porting letters over great distances, such as coast-to-coast, faster than surface transport, had priority. To this 
end, the U.S. Aerial Mail Service started operations on May 15, 1918. 

Today there are dozens of large and small general 
and specialized cargo airlines around the world and 
most major passenger airlines have cargo divisions. 
You can’t open a new issue of any of the major air-
liner magazines without seeing news or a photo-
graph of yet another new all-cargo carrier starting 
up somewhere in the world. 
 
Federal Express (FedEx) and United Parcel Service 
(UPS) are the undisputed giants of today’s cargo and 
small package industry. Also coming up strong are 
relatively new Russian carriers with Volga-Dnepr 
Airlines setting the tone in the area of outsize cargo. 
 
A short history  
In the U.S., National Air Transport began Chicago -  
New York and Chicago - Dallas express cargo ser-
vices on September 1, 1927. Other airlines followed 
and by 1936 there was a nationwide air express 
system in operation.   
 
On December 23, 1940 United Air Lines started New 
York - Chicago all-cargo service via Cleveland. The 

service operated westbound only and lasted until 
May 13, 1941. UAL also operated a short-lived cargo 
service New York – Salt Lake City in 1942-43 and 
New York - San Francisco and later also Los Ange-
les. 
 
In Europe the pre-war situation was different. The 
main cities are relatively close together and were 
linked by an excellent and extensive rail and road 
network. These also connected most small commu-
nities to the larger centers and as a result there was 
less need for air cargo services than in the U.S., 
with two exceptions. Cargo to and from Britain had 
to be transferred from rail or road to ship, and back 
again at some point. Sweden and Norway are a long 
way by surface transport from Western Europe, re-
quiring travel around the Baltic Sea through Ger-
many, Poland, the -then- Soviet Union and Finland, 
or a long trip by sea. Many of the major airlines 
therefore had a small cargo division. KLM of Hol-
land, for instance, did a booming business flying 
fresh cut flowers to Britain and Sweden. Most of 
this light but voluminous cargo was transported in 

Slick Airways Curtiss C-46 being marshaled into its parking spot at San Antonio. (Zintgraff Photographs) 
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the small cargo holds of its aircraft and by 1927 an 
average of 20% of the payload of the KLM passenger 
fleet was taken up by cargo. Boxes with flowers, 
light bulbs or even one-day old chicks often had to 
be placed in the cabin, the latter much to the an-
noyance of the passengers. KLM therefore converted 
two F.7a to all-cargo operations and in 1927 com-
missioned the construction of the single-engine 
“Jumbo,” one of the first specialized all-cargo air-
craft. Unfortunately, the Depression of the early 
1930s left the “Jumbo” serving most of its time in-
structing pilots in night flying. 
 
In the 1930s the major airlines in Europe estab-
lished an extensive night air mail network. 
 
Air cargo as we know it today really took off with the 
start of the Second World War. Airlines were drafted 
and together with the military flew millions of tons 
of goods to far-away battlefields. Cargo flying be-
came a world-wide undertaking.  
 
After the war 
American Airlines began a regular DC-3 transconti-
nental cargo service on October 15, 1944. TWA fol-
lowed on July 1, 1945. Soon a free-for-all developed 
in the air transport industry, particularly in the 
U.S. and Britain. 
 
In the U.S. hundreds of former military pilots 
started their own “airlines,” several specializing in 
cargo operations. Many operated only intrastate ser-
vices on state certificates and were not subject to 
CAB control. It would go too far to mention all these 
here. For thumbnail sketches of their operations I 
refer you to “Forgotten Flights” by John T. Corpen-
ing (1988, 2000, 2003). Even then, the available 
space allows us to touch in detail only on the main 
players.   
 
Globe Freight Airline of Hartford, CT and U.S. Air-
lines of St. Petersburg, FL were the first to file for 
CAB certification. Neither lasted long after a vicious 
rate war. Globe operated DC-3s , C-46s and DC-4s 
and went under in 1948. U.S. Airlines began irregu-
lar charter cargo operations in 1944. The fleet 
quickly included  C-46s, C-47s and Lockheed L-18s. 
In October 1946 it became the first non-scheduled 
carrier to be granted an operating permit by the 
CAB. In 1952 a leased Constellation operated low-
fare scheduled passenger services between New 
York and Miami. In 1954 the carrier merged with 
California Eastern, another early post-war airline. 
CE had started infrequent, low-fare coast-to-coast 
DC-4 passenger services in 1946 but transformed 
itself into a scheduled cargo carrier. The assets were 
sold to Slick Airways  in 1948, but operations were 
restarted in 1950 with military cargo and passenger 
charters using Lockheed Super Constellations.  
Convair 880s and Viscount 800s were on order 

when it merged with U.S. Airlines in 1954. Sched-
uled authority was withdrawn in April 1955 and all 
operations ceased shortly thereafter. 
 
The first 14 
Fourteen cargo carriers received temporary CAB 
certificates in 1947, but only six were still operating 
at the end of 1948, including The Flying Tiger Line, 
Slick Airways, U.S. Airlines, Riddle Airlines, Willis 
Air Service and Seaboard & Western. Willis closed 
down in 1950. It had operated cargo and short-lived 
low-fare infrequent passenger services between New 
York, Miami and San Juan with DC-3 and DC-4. 
Martin 2-0-2s Cargoliners were on order. 
 
On April 24, 1949 the CAB granted experimental 
five-year scheduled all-freight certificates to four all-
cargo airlines: U.S. Airlines, Airnews, Slick Airlines 
and The Flying Tiger Line. Today none of them is 
still an operating airline. Airnews operated two DC-
3s in Texas, carrying mainly newspapers, but aban-
doned its certificate in 1951. 
 
U.S. Airlines suspended operations in the wake of 
the rate war and didn’t restart until the CAB im-
posed a minimum rate in 1948. The company filed 
for bankruptcy after a fatal crash of a C-46 into the 
residential section of Jamaica, New York, in March 
1952. Operations continued until the merger with 
California Eastern in 1954. 
 
Among the survivors, Slick Airways was founded in 
January 1946 by Earl F. Slick. Other early and suc-
cessful pioneers include Robert Prescott of The Fly-
ing Tiger Line, Raymond Norden of Seaboard & 
Western and John Riddle of Riddle Airlines. 
 
Slick Airways 
Slick started operations from San Antonio, Texas, to 
Newark in 1946 with Curtiss C-46 Commandos. 
Transcontinental contract services followed. Despite 
losing five C-46 in accidents in 1947-48, the airline 
was certified by the CAB in 1949. It was then the 
nation’s largest all-cargo airline, with 22 C-46 (12 
leased). In 1950 another 15 C-46 were leased from 
the USAF. It flew to 22 cities and eight more com-
munities were serviced by trucks. During its first 
year, Slick transported a record 7.2 million ton-
miles of cargo. 
 
In 1951 Slick was the first airline to operate the DC-
6A, a cargo version of the DC-6B, only five days af-
ter the first DC-6B had entered passenger service 
with United Air Lines. 
 
When the passenger airlines, especially American 
Airlines, Delta and Braniff expanded into cargo, 
Slick sought a merger with Flying Tiger in 1953. The 
merger became undone the following year after a 
major drop in military contracts at the end of the 
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Korean War. Slick stopped all scheduled services in 
February 1958. Contract operations continued and 
six Canadair CL-44 swing tail propjet freighters 
were ordered for military contract work. All military 
operations were transferred to Airlift International 
in 1966 and Slick ceased to be an operating airline.  

 
The Flying Tiger Line 
By far the best-known of the early all-cargo pioneer-
ing all-cargo airlines, The Flying Tiger Line was 
founded as National Skyway Freight Corporation 
(NSFC) on June 25, 1947 by Robert Prescott, a for-
mer “Hump” pilot with the American Volunteer 
Group the Flying Tigers in China during the war. It 
planned to operate domestic services only, but grew 
into the largest international freight operator in the 
world prior to its take over by Federal Express in 
1989. 
 
Services started with 14 U.S. Navy surplus Budd RB
-1 Conestogas. They had the cockpit on top of the 
fuselage and a nose wheel, giving an uninterrupted 
level cargo floor. Only 25 were completed out of a 
Navy order for 200. NSFC operated its first service 
with the Budd in July 1945 flying grapes from Cali-
fornia to Georgia. Regular coast-to-coast service 
started on August 21. 
 
In February 1947 the name was changed to The Fly-
ing Tiger Line and C-47 Dakotas replaced the 
Budds. At this time the shark’s mouth was intro-
duced as part of the color scheme. C-54 Skymasters 
followed. On June 1950 Flying Tiger became the 
first  civilian airline to make an aircraft available to 
the Military Air Transport Service when a DC-4 flew 
from California to Japan only 24 hours after the in-
vasion of South Korea by Communist China. In 
1951 the fleet included 35 aircraft. On February 13, 
1955 overnight transcontinental cargo service was 
inaugurated with new DC-6A freighters and on May 
2 Flying Tiger became the first  all-cargo carrier to 
fly U.S. Mail under a special CAB exemption. Dur-
ing the summer it entered the passenger group 
charter business and in September an order was 
placed for ten (later 12) Super Constellation freight-
ers. In 1967 the fleet included 14 CL-44D and six 
leased 707-349C. Nearly 2,100 people were em-
ployed. Two 747-123SF were bought from American 
Airlines in 1974 and at the end of 1977 the carrier 
operated to 53 destinations. Three DC-8-63CF were 
added. 
 
In 1979 Flying Tigers bought Seaboard World Air-
lines and obtained its transatlantic services. With it 
came four 747 freighters. Several DC-8-63CFs were 
surplus now and Flying Tiger launched Metro Inter-
national Airways for European and Caribbean pas-
senger charters. The recession of the early 1980s 
resulted in slumping passenger charters and Metro 
ceased operations in 1983 as Flying Tigers renewed 

its focus on cargo. Also, two new competitors ap-
peared, UPS and Emery Worldwide, which until 
then had only been freight forwarders, not carriers. 
In 1988 scheduled cargo services began to the Far 
East and when the 20th 747 freighter was placed 
into service in September, Flying Tigers was operat-
ing one-quarter of the Jumbo jet freighter fleet in 
the world. 
 
The airline had become a desirable takeover target 
and in January 1989 it was bought for $880 million 
by Federal Express. The official merger took place in 
August and the name Flying Tigers was no more. 
 
Riddle Airlines 
During the war, John Riddle had operated regular 
contract flights between Florida and Brazil. He 
started Riddle Airlines in May 1945, flying passen-
gers and cargo between New York and Puerto Rico. 
The CAB ordered the services halted in August 
1947, but in early 1951 Riddle received a temporary 
freight certificate for service to Puerto Rico from New 
York. Authority from Boston, Detroit and Chicago to 
Florida followed in 1956 and by 1958, 34 C-46s and 
two DC-4s were in service. The following year four 
new Armstrong Whitworth Argosy freighters were 
ordered in England. Powered by four Rolls Royce 
Dart propjets, the Argosy was a twin-tail boom air-
craft with doors in the nose and the end of the fuse-
lage. With the cockpit on top, long cargo items could 
be loaded. Riddle intended to operate them on 
scheduled military LOGAIR services across the U.S. 
But the carrier, in financial trouble, lost the 
LOGAIR contract. It was reinstated in 1960 and the 
Argosy order was increased to seven. By 1961 Rid-
dle also had seven DC-7CF in operation for sched-
uled Far East services. In 1963 two DC-8Fs were 
leased from Douglas. The scheduled services contin-
ued to lose money and on June 30, 1962 they were 
suspended and the Argosies were returned to the 
manufacturer.   
 
Following a restructuring, the company was re-
named Airlift International in 1964.  
 
Airlift International 
Under contract to Alitalia, Airlift began scheduled 
all-cargo service from New York to Rome and Milan. 
In 1966 the assets and military contracts of the 
Slick Corporation were purchased. In 1974 the fleet 
included five DC-8-63CF and one Boeing 727. A de-
posit for a U.S. supersonic transport had been 
placed. 
 
Scheduled cargo services within the U.S. and to 
Puerto Rico were augmented by world wide passen-
ger and freight charters, but in 1981 the carrier 
filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy. Under a trustee, 
operations continued and several short DC-8s were 
leased on an hourly basis. In the spring of 1989 one 
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DC-8-54F was operating for Emery Air Freight and 
six Fairchild F-27s flew gamblers to the Bahamas. 
In January 1992 Chapter 7 liquidation was filed 
and owner George Batchelor allowed the carrier to 
fold.    

Seaboard & Western 
  
Seaboard & Western was founded by Arthur and 
Richard Norden to operate transatlantic services. 
Operations began in May 1947 with a DC-4 between 
New York and Luxembourg. Following CAB certifica-
tion as a “Large Irregular” carrier in July the com-
pany grew rapidly, partly as a result of contracts 
with the International Relief Organization with a 
fleet of 12 DC-4s. Beginning in 1949 the it was per-
mitted to carry U.S. students to Europe and dis-
placed Europeans to the U.S. The fleet was ex-
panded with three C-46 leased from the USAF and 
four Super Constellations were ordered. 
 
On June 18, 1952, Seaboard was granted unlimited 
landing rights in Luxembourg for the next 21 years. 
The number of European destinations was ex-
panded, and the fleet of Super Constellations grew 
to eleven. Several were leased out at times to BOAC 
and Eastern Air Lines. In 1959 five Canadair        
CL-44D were ordered. In April 1961 the company 
became Seaboard World Airlines and in 1962 it re-
corded its first profit in six years. Under interline 
agreements BOAC, Lufthansa and Swissair  booked 
space on Seaboard flights. In 1965 the fleet in-
cluded three CL-44D and three DC-8-63F, with an-
other DC-8-63F on order. Seaboard now was Amer-
ica’s second-largest cargo airline. By 1970 the fleet 
was all-jet with 14 DC-8-63F and two leased 707-
320CF, even though military contracts were on the 
decline. The first of three 747-245F was delivered on 
July 31, 1974. They carried containers on the main 
deck and passengers on the upper deck. Passenger 
charters almost completely disappeared in the 
1970s and financial losses accumulated. On Oct. 1, 
1980 Seaboard was bought by The Flying Tiger Line 
and disappeared from the scene.    

Berlin Airlift 
When the Soviets blocked all surface access to West
-Berlin in 1948, the three Western powers, the U.S., 
Britain and France, established an airlift to supply 
the inhabitants with food and other necessities of 
life, from food to mail, clothing and coal. Civil air-
lines served alongside the military and the airlift, 
lasting into 1949, was a fine example of what cargo 
carriers could accomplish. 
 

Federal Express 
FedEx was founded in June 1971 by Fred Smith, 
heir to his family’s Greyhound bus business. But it 
did not take to the air until April 1973, offering an 
overnight small-package delivery service with a fleet 
of twin-prop Cessna 310 and Dassault Falcon busi-
ness jets out of Burbank, Los Angeles and San 
Diego. The Falcons were fitted with 74” x 60” cargo 
doors.   
 

In November 1977 U.S. cargo operations were de-
regulated and FedEx began to buy Boeing 727s to 
convert into freighters. A central hub was estab-
lished at Memphis, Tennessee. The 727s started 
service to Europe and Asia in 1984. DC-10s fol-
lowed and later the MD-11, the largest type in the 
current fleet. 
 

In 1981 The Flying Tiger Line was taken over and 
with it came South American and transpacific ac-
cess. A large number of small airlines are con-
tracted as feeders to the main FedEx hubs with 
small aircraft such as the Cessna 208. Today, 
FedEx itself operates more than 360 aircraft, rang-
ing from the ATR 42 to the MD-11. 15 Boeing 777 
freighters are on order. 
 

United Parcel Service 
Started as a freight forwarder, UPS began opera-
tions with its own aircraft flown under contract by 
others. It started its own airline service on February 
1, 1988 and is now the world’s largest package-
delivery service. It serves 400 U.S. and nearly 380 
international airports with a fleet of more than 250 
aircraft from the 727 to the MD-11F. Ten Airbus     
A380 are on order, as are 27 767 in addition of the 
32 already in service. Passenger services were oper-
ated between 1997 and 2001. In the spring of 2008, 
UPS operated more than 1.070 domestic and more 
than 765 international flights each day.    
 

There are many more past and current all-cargo 
carriers that are worth mentioning, but there simply 
is not enough space in the Captain’s Log. 
 

The author gratefully acknowledges having used  the following 
publications as his main source material: The Airline Encyclope-

dia (Myron J. Smith, 2002); Cargo Airlines (Alan J. Wright, 2000); 
United, the main line airway (George W. Cearley Jr., 1989); 
Flight International World Airline Directory (2008); Airlines of 

the United States since 1914 (R.E.G. Davies, 1972);  “Forgotten 

Flights” (John T. Corpening (1988, 2000, 2003).  

Seaboard World 747F “Containership,”  
only “slightly” larger than the DC-4. (Author’s collection) 
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Flying Stamps 
By Jim Edwards 

This time around we’re focusing on postal stamps 
featuring cargo aircraft and airlines - and plenty 

The Marshall Islands issued this 
First Day Cover in 1998 to highlight 
their drought relief efforts with an 
International Cargo AN-124. 

Air Afrique’s DC-8F JetTrader was featured on this First Day 
Cover from Senegal in 1966. 

Top Right - Luxembourg’s national air freight carrier CARGOLUX 
Boeing 747F aircraft was depicted on this stamp issued in 1981. 

Middle - Viet Nam issued a series of postal stamps in 1992 fea-
turing international airlines. This issue shows Martinair’d 
MD11F. 

Bottom - Also from Viet Nam is this Japan Air Lines Cargo Boeing 
747 issued in 1996. 
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Playing Cards 
By Fred Chan 
topflite@olympus.net 

Figure 4 - Seaboard World 

Cargo Airlines 
Shipping With A Full Deck 

 
Obviously, playing cards issued by the cargo       
carriers are for marketing purposes and not for   
inflight entertainment.  For this reason, a much 
smaller number of copies are distributed and they 
are therefore somewhat difficult to obtain.  For this 
discussion, I have divided cargo airline cards into 
four categories:  (1) very rare, (2) cargo carrier     
issues, (3) cards from the cargo divisions of passen-
ger airlines, and (4)  passenger airline decks with a 
cargo box or cover card. 

Two of the very rare cargo cards were issued by 
California Eastern before it was acquired by Flying 
Tigers and the Slick Airways issue when they were 
acquired by Tigers.  These are shown in Figures 1 
and 2, respectively.  Only one deck of each is      
believed to exist in the major collections and even 
single cards are very difficult to obtain. 
 
Many cargo carriers have issued cards over the 
years.  Some examples are shown in Figures 3 
through 14.  In general, the older decks are priced 
from $25 to $40.  Even the new decks from the    
larger carriers can fetch $15-20. 
 
The cards from the cargo divisions of some passen-
ger carriers are shown in Figures 15 through 24.  
Except for the JAL Cargo and Southwest Cargo 
decks, these are difficult to find and can range from 
$25 to $40 in price, if they can be found at all. 

Figure 1 - California Eastern 

          Figure 2 - Flying Tiger          Figure 3 - Seaboard & Western 

Figures 5 - Atlas Air   Figure 6 - Polar Air Cargo 
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Figures 7 & 8 - FedEx 

Figure 11 - USAir Freight Inc. Figure  12 - Burlington Air Express 

Figure 9 - Nippon Cargo            Figure 10 - Airborne Express 

Figure 13 - Flying Tiger                      Figure 14 - UPS Figure 14 - Singapore Airlines           Figure 15 - Nigeria Airways 
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Figure 16 - British Airways            Figure 17 - Cathay Pacific Figure 18 - Purolator 

Figure 19 - AeroMexico  
Figure 20 - Lufthansa                     Figure 21 - Japan Air Lines 

Figure 22 - KLM Royal Dutch           Figure 23 - Southwest Figure 24 - American Airlines 
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Timetables 
By David Keller 
dkeller@airlinetimetables.com 

Cargo Airlines And More 
 
 
While transportation of cargo has certainly played a 
large role in the development of the airline industry, 
airlines that have solely dedicated themselves to 
that task are relatively few and far between.  Addi-
tionally, due to the nature of air cargo, shippers 
don’t care when flights are scheduled to depart or 
arrive, only when the shipment will show up at their 
door or be ready for pickup at the depot.  This 
means that timetables printed for public consump-
tion by the cargo airlines are fairly scarce, and in 
many cases, non-existent.  (Certainly these compa-
nies had a flight schedule, but anything printed 
would have been an internal document.) 
 
Like many aspects of commercial aviation, the all-
cargo industry was largely born in the aftermath of 
World War II.  Numerous airlines were established, 
most of them failing as a result of the rate wars that 
ensued as the established passenger carriers fought 
to protect their turf.  One company that survived 
those early battles was Seaboard World Airlines, 
which began service in 1947 as Seaboard & Western 
Airlines.  The timetable dated May 2, 1976 shows 
services with DC-8’s and 747’s. (Figures 1) As is of-
ten the case with Air Freight schedules, a number of 
the connections may actually involve surface trans-
port, which may or may not be specified in the time-
table.  Seaboard World was acquired by Flying Ti-
gers in 1980. 
 
Of all the cargo carriers born in the postwar 1940’s, 
Flying Tigers was the most successful.  Founded in 
1945 as National Skyway Freight Corporation, in 
1947 the company became known as The Flying Ti-
ger Line, later shortened to simply “Flying Tigers”.  
Tigers operated a number of types, including CL-44 
“swing tails”, 707’s, DC-8’s, and in 1974 became 
one of the first operators of 747F’s which had been 
converted from passenger service.  The timetable 
dated April 27, 1980, shows 747’s and DC-8’s in 
service on domestic and Pacific routes, as well as 
several DC-6 flights from Chicago (obviously oper-
ated by a contract carrier).  (Figure 2) The acquisi-
tion of Seaboard World later in the year added 
Trans-Atlantic routes to the network, and made Fly-
ing Tigers the world’s largest air cargo carrier, sur-
passing Pan Am.  In 1989, the airline was merged 
into Federal Express. 
 

Smaller carriers attempted to carve out niches in 
the market, often by operating regionally, or cater-
ing to a specific industry.  (One example of serving a 
specific industry was Zantop International, which at 
one point had a large fleet of DC-8’s, Electras, DC-
6’s and Convair 640’s, largely dedicated to the 
transport of items needed for automobile manufac-
turing.  Unfortunately, I have never seen a timetable 
for this carrier.) 
 
Summit Airlines was another such small carrier, 
serving dozens of communities in the Eastern US.  
Rules on aircraft size had been relaxed in the late 
1970’s, and Summit took the opportunity to acquire 
some used Convair 580’s from Allegheny.  This is 
another example of an airline that did expedited 
ground connections, and it is difficult to distinguish 
between air and ground services in this schedule, 
which is dated April 1, 1983. (Figure 3) 
 
A few “cargo commuters” have sprung up over the 
years.  Los Angeles-based North Continent Airlines 
was one example, operating Twin Otters and Beech 
Westwind III’s to a half-dozen destinations in the 
timetable dated May 1, 1985.  The timetable itself is 
a photocopy of a computer-printed sheet enclosed in 
the promotional sleeve.  (That promotional piece 
mentions that the airline had acquired a Shorts 
330, but it does not appear in the schedules.) 
(Figure 4) 

Figure 1                                              Figure 2 
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Figure 3 

Figure 4 Figure 5 Figure 6 

Figure 7 

Figure 8 

Figure 9 

Figure 11 

Figure 10 (Left) 
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Cargo has always been an important part of the air-
line scene in Alaska, and a long time participant in 
this industry is Northern Air Cargo, based in An-
chorage.  This airline’s history spans over 50 years, 
and in the timetable dated May 15, 1994, a fleet of 
14 DC-6’s was operating throughout the state. 
(Figure 5) Obviously the Six is the right aircraft for 
the job, as the carrier’s website indicates that a 
number of them are still in service, now supple-
mented by a handful of 737’s. 
 
There are also all-cargo airlines outside the US, two 
of the enduring carriers being Trans-Mediterranean 
Airways and Cargolux.  As with the US carriers, 
timetables are difficult (albeit not impossible) to find 
for these carriers as well. 
 
Much of the cargo that travels by air has tradition-
ally been carried by the passenger airlines, either on 
their passenger services, or on dedicated all-cargo 
aircraft.  One of the earliest (if not the earliest) all 
freight service was operated by United Airlines be-
ginning in late 1940.  This was a westbound-only 
New York to Chicago flight that departed New York 
at 11:30pm, and arrived in Chicago at 2:55 in the 
morning.  The timetable dated April 27, 1941 shows 
flight 15 designated as “Mail Express and Freight 
only”.  (Figures 6 & 7) United discontinued the ser-
vice at the end of May, but started service on several 
other routes, eventually beginning transcontinental 
operations in 1943. 
 
Another early all-cargo service was a transcontinen-
tal service operated by American’s DC-3’s.  These 
flights had also been operated as “Mail Express”, 
but with a separate set of rates set up for cargo, be-
gan operating as “Cargo only” in late 1944, as 
shown in the December 1, 1944 timetable. (Figures 
8 & 9) 
 
Another strategy to combat the new startups was 
carrying freight on passenger flights.  One of the 
more unique methods this was accomplished was 
through the use of a “Speedpack”, which was at-
tached to the belly of Lockheed Constellations to 
provide extra freight capacity.  The Speedpack was 
not carried on all flights, and in the Chicago and 
Southern Air Lines timetable dated September 1, 
1952, those flights are shown in their own table. 
(Figures 10 & 11) 
 
During the 50’s, a few airlines ordered aircraft spe-
cifically for freight service, one such case being 
American’s purchase of DC-6A’s.  Most chose to 
convert passenger aircraft that were surplus due to 
the arrival of newer types.  DC-3’s and DC-4’s were 
popular candidates for second careers as freighters.  
By the early 1960’s, the piston-engine types were 
rapidly being replaced by jets.  Super Constellations 
and DC-7’s, which had been the pride of their fleets 

only a few years before, had been supplanted by 
707’s and DC-8’s.  A small number of these aircraft 
had their journey to the scrap yard delayed for a few 
years by virtue of being converted for freight duty. 
 
In TWA’s timetable dated October 29, 1961, all 
Trans-Atlantic passenger services were being oper-
ated by 707’s, and the once-proud Jetstream Con-
stellations were hauling cargo.  Their reprieve was 
short-lived, as they would be phased out in favor of 
707 freighters in less than 3 years. (Figures 12 & 
13) 
 
In the 60’s, Boeing came up with the idea of the QC 
(“Quick Change”) aircraft, that could be readily con-
verted to cargo use at night, and back to passenger 
service during the day.  A number of carriers pur-
chased 727QC’s, although not all used the type in 
all-cargo configuration.  Several airlines that did use 
them as freighters were Braniff, Eastern and United.  
In 1970, Braniff converted its all-cargo services from 
707’s to the 727QC’s.  The timetable for Summer 
1973 (effective July 15, 1973) shows these services, 
which would be discontinued by year’s end.   
(Figures 14 & 15) (Despite the fact that these 
727QC’s did not see a lot of cargo use with their 
original owners, they became hot commodities when 
Federal Express, UPS and others began building up 
large fleets for small package services beginning in 
the late 1970’s.) 
 
While most of the focus on carrying freight was with 
the trunkline carriers, some of the local service air-
lines dabbled with dedicated cargo flights as well.  
While DC-3’s were used in several instances, Ozark 
Airlines used one of their relatively new FH227B’s to 
operate between St. Louis and Chicago as adver-
tised on the back of the October 29, 1972 timetable. 
(Figures 16 & 17) 
 
As the capacity available on passenger aircraft in-
creased, a number of airlines chose to eliminate 
their freighter fleets altogether.  However, a few air-
lines were reluctant to give up any of the market, 
and continued to pursue additional opportunities.  
In the early 1970’s, the economic downtown and 
Aral Oil Embargo resulting in the grounding and/or 
sale of a number of 747’s.  American Airlines took 
the opportunity to convert several of its 747’s to 
freighters, and 747F’s are shown operating along-
side 707F’s in the timetable dated February 23, 
1975. (Figures 18 & 19) 
 
The rules that previously prohibited ground for-
warders from owning aircraft were liberalized in the 
70’s and 80’s, allowing companies such as Federal 
Express, UPS, DHL and Airborne to operate their 
own fleets in lieu of paying for the established air-
lines to move packages.  One of the more interesting 
services to emanate from the rise of the small pack-



20 

Figure 12 Figure 13 Figure 14 

Figure 15 

Figure 16 
Figure 17 



21 

age forwarders was Eastern Airlines’ Moonlight Spe-
cial.  Rather then operate its own aircraft, one of the 
smaller forwarders contracted with Eastern Airlines 
to operate overnight services with A300’s from 9 cit-
ies, using Houston as a hub.  The forwarder covered 
the cost to operate the flights, and in return re-
ceived the aircraft’s lower holds as dedicated space.  
Any passengers Eastern could entice onto those 
flights would be pure profit, and coast-to-coast fares 
were set at $98 for those not minding a stopover (or 
connection) in Houston at approximately 3am.  The 
timetable dated April 1, 1985 shows the cover pro-
motion for the inauguration of these flights. (Figure 
20) 
 
Another trend that has been increasingly popular in 
the last 20 years or so has been the use of combina-
tion (Combi) aircraft.  These aircraft carry both pas-
sengers and freight on the upper deck, and the air-
craft most widely used in this capacity is the 747.  
(Wien Consolidated used the combi approach on 
their 737’s back in the 70’s, and had 3 or 4 different 
configurations they could use depending on the bal-
ance between passengers and freight.) 
 
The transportation of freight by air has undergone 
numerous changes over the past 60 years or so, 
particularly in the US.  The US passenger airlines 
fought to keep the cargo business to themselves, 
and while many passenger airlines from Europe and 
the Pacific Rim nations still maintain freighter 
fleets, Northwest Airlines is now the only US pas-
senger airline that does so.  Meanwhile, the small 
package forwarders such as Federal Express and 
UPS have fleets numbering in the hundreds. 

Figure 18 

Figure 19 

Figure 20 (Left) 
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Label Time 
By Daniel Kusrow 
dkusrow@us.net 
www.airlinebaggagelabels.com 

World of Cargo Airlines in 
Labels & Stickers 

 
We’re delighted to welcome Daniel Kusrow onboard 
as our new Label Editor. Daniel brings an extensive 
knowledge of airline labels to share with us.  

Bill Demarest 
 
Air freight labels and stickers have been issued by 
airlines since the early days of commercial aviation.  
Beginning in the late 1920s and 1930s, passenger 
airlines issued these types of labels to advertise 
their cargo and freight services as well as to identify 
and properly route pieces of freight on their lines.  
Pure cargo airlines began to appear on the scene in 
earnest in the late 1940s and early 1950s, and is-
sued labels and later stickers to help advertise their 
new, dedicated express operations.  These cargo air-
lines were small and independent at first, but grew, 
merged, and blossomed into the modern carriers 
such as FedEx and UPS, all of which is reflected in 
the labels and stickers that they issued over the 
years.   
 
The reader will note the sub-theme of animals in the 
air cargo labels and stickers depicted here --either 
shown as agents of cargo carriage for the airlines or 
enjoying cargo passenger services of the regular and 
cargo airlines.  This appeared to be a popular, color-
ful, humorous, but effective type of advertising tech-
nique for these carriers. 

01 Australian National Airways was founded in 
1930 by Charles Kingsford Smith, a pioneering 
trans-Pacific pilot of the “Southern Cross.”  By the 

end of 1931 it was out of business, owing to crashes 
of two of its Avro 618 Ten aircraft (British licensed 
version of the Fokker F.VIIB/3m).  This colorful and 
dramatic Rare label dates to 1930. 

02 Air Express was a freight forwarding broker that 
partnered with Western Union Telegraph Company, 
for pickups by their motorcycle delivery vans and a 
pool of associated airlines.  The aircraft depicted is a 
Ford Tri-Motor, a staple of early American airlines.  
This Scarce label dates to the early 1930s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
03 Air Express Corporation of New York City was 
established in 1932 to provide the first exclusive 
coast-to-coast air freight service with a relay team of 
converted Lockheed Orion freighters. maintaining 
the transcontinental schedule in just under 14 
hours.  It inaugurated flights of live New England 
lobsters to Los Angeles and fresh flowers to New 
York before shutting down operations in 1933, de-
spite being way ahead of its time.  This Rare label 
dates to 1932. 
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04 General Air Express was set up in 1932 as a 
pool company by TWA, American Airways, Eastern 
Air Transport, Northwest Airways, Pennsylvania Air-
lines, Varney Air Lines, and National Air Transport 
with pick-ups and deliveries handled by the Postal 
Telegraph Company.  The plane depicted is a Ford 
Tri-Motor, which was operated by a number of the 
pool airlines.  It merged with larger rival Railway 
Express Agency in 1935.  This Common label dates 
to 1932. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
05 American Airlines commenced daily cargo 
flights with Douglas DC-3s from New York to Mexico 
City just before the end of World War II in Europe.  
This Common label dates to 1945. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
06 PANAGRA (Pan American-Grace Airways) was 
established in 1929 as a joint venture between Pan 
American Airways and W.R. Grace Corporation in 
South America.  Just after World War II, the airline 
started operating converted Douglas C-54 aircraft 
for passenger and air cargo operations. This Scarce 
label dates to 1946 and depicts a stork carrying 
PANAGRA’s air cargo instead it its usual infant. 

 

07 DNL (Norwegian Air Lines) was set up in 1927 
as Norway’s flag carrier.  Full post-World War II 
flight operations were continued independently until 
the airline became part of SAS in 1946.  The label 
features humorous images of air cargo and airmail 
with wings.  This Uncommon label dates to 1946. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
08 California Eastern Airways started in 1946 as a 
non-scheduled carrier offering irregular transconti-
nental cargo and passenger charter flights, but it 
was eventually forced to sell its C-47 and C-54 air-
craft to cargo carrier, Slick Airways, in 1948 after 
encountering financial difficulties.  This Scarce la-
bel dates to 1947. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
09 TWA (Trans World Airlines) under the control of 
Howard Hughes aggressively entered the trans-
Atlantic passenger and air cargo market in the im-
mediate post-World War II years.  A combination of 
Lockheed Constellations and Douglas DC-4s main-
tained the U.S. to Europe flight schedules, as well 
as onward services to the Middle East and India. 
This Uncommon French market label depicting a 
DC-4 dates to 1947. 
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10 Pan American World Airways started opera-
tions in 1927, and in the immediate post-World War 
II years, was using Douglas DC-4s (aircraft depicted 
on the label), Lockheed Constellations, and Curtiss 
C-46s Freighters to maintain its cargo operations.  
This Uncommon label dates to 1948 and indicates 
the airline carried all types of cargo from “Soup to 
Nuts” including cows and chickens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11 Flying Tiger Line, founded in 1945, was the 
longest surviving American all-cargo airline from the 
post-World War II years before its acquisition by 
Federal Express in 1989.  In the early years, it ran 
non-scheduled cargo operations and chartered pas-
senger flights using primarily Douglas C-47 and C-
54 aircraft.  The Flying Tiger name derived from the 
American Volunteer Group in China.  In the sum-
mer of 1950, two C-54s were leased out over three 
months to fly 250 cows and bulls, 35 horses, 1,000 
pigs, 110 goats, 4,000 chickens and turkeys, 1,600 
sheep, and 50 sheep dogs to Bogota.  This Scarce 
label dates to 1950 and vividly evokes the memory 
of this charter job. 
 
12 TEAL (Tasman Empire Airways) was jointly  
established in 1940 by New Zealand, Australia, and 
the United Kingdom.  In the immediate Post World 
War II years, Douglas DC-4s were used to maintain 
passenger and air cargo services to Sydney and 
along the Coral Route to Tahiti.  This Scarce label 
with very strong modernist graphics dates to 1951. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 United Air Lines had been carrying express and 
cargo since the early 1930s, but it introduced Doug-
las DC-6A Cargoliner service between New York and 
San Francisco via Chicago at the end of April 1956.  
This is a clear example of where a major line took 
an aging front-line class of passenger aircraft and 
converted it to purely cargo use once the new pas-
senger model, the DC-7, had started service.  This 
aircraft saw service into the 1960s as a freighter. 
This Uncommon label dates to 1956 and features a 
clean graphic design with an interesting and busy 
ramp perspective. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 TEAL (Tasman Empire Airways)  

14 BOAC (British Overseas Airways Corporation) 
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14 (Previous Page) BOAC (British Overseas Air-
ways Corporation) This label features a humorous 
cartoon of a tropical fish wearing a scarf to reinforce 
the real cargo transport requirement of keeping 
tropical fish warm at high cold altitudes.  This 
Scarce label dates to 1960. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15 Ethiopian Airlines initiated flight operations in 
1946 and by 1963 was using Boeing 720 aircraft.  
These are the Boeing Fan Jets referred to in the la-
bels.  This dark humored label also reflects the real-
ity of transporting rare animals from Africa by the 
airline.  This Uncommon label dates to 1965. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16 EL AL Israel Airlines initiated flight operations 
in 1948, and cargo transport has played a signifi-
cant chapter throughout the airline’s history.  Boe-
ing 747 Freighters were added to the fleet beginning 
in the late 1970s.  This Scarce label in Hebrew 
dates to 1980.  (Marvin Goldman Collection) 

 
17 DHL Airways was founded in 1969 to transport 
bills of lading by air between San Francisco and 
Honolulu. It fully entered the global air express 
market in 1983 in response to the rapid growth of 
Federal Express.  This Uncommon sticker depicting 
a Boeing 727F dates to 1995. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18 Lufthansa was the new post-Word War II Ger-
man carrier that started flight operations in 1954.  
One of the airline’s primary lines of cargo business 
has been the transportation of live animals. This 
Uncommon sticker dates to the early 1980s and is 
one of three airline stickers in a series featuring the 
transport of horses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19 FedEx (Federal Express) was founded in 1971 
and by the mid 1980s had inaugurated a five times 
weekly European overnight express cargo flight us-
ing a Boeing 727-100 from Memphis to New York to 
Brussels.  Today, FedEx is the largest cargo and ex-
press airline in the world, which still makes Mem-
phis Airport the busiest in the world in terms of 
cargo.  This Common sticker dates to 1985.  
(Marvin Goldman Collection) 

20 TNT Airways was established in 1999 at Liège 
as the Belgian cargo and express mail airline divi-
sion of TNT Express, primarily serving Europe, but 
also flying to the U.S. and other global destinations.  
In 2004 the airline launched passenger charter op-
erations.  It currently has a mixed fleet including its 
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launch aircraft BAe 146s (pictured on the sticker), 

Boeing 737-300 and Boeing 747-400 Freighters, 

and Airbus A300 Freighters.  TNT is Europe’s fast-
est growing express freight airline.  This Uncom-
mon sticker dates to 2001.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

21 UPS (United Parcel Service) was founded in 

1934, but it was not until 1981 that it established 

its own airline, UPS Airlines, in response to Federal 
Express’ dramatic growth over the previous decade.  

Prior to this, UPS had been contracting with a vari-

ety of passenger and cargo airlines to carry its air 

freight and express. Early on UPS Airlines made 

strong use of the Douglas DC-8-73F, and by the 

mid 1980s, it was operating the largest DC-8 fleet in 
the world.  This Scarce sticker dates to 1985.  
(Marvin Goldman Collection) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22 Cargolux launched global all cargo operations in 

1970 from the Duchy of Luxembourg with Loftleider 
Icelandic Airlines as one if its founders.  By the mid 

1970s, the airline was operating a mix of Douglas 

DC-8 and Boeing 707 freighter aircraft.  It added 

Boeing 747 Freighters into its fleet in 1979.  This 

impressionistic Uncommon sticker dates to 1995 

and shows a Boeing 747 Freighter with its swing 
nose configuration for easy pallet loading. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
23 Emery Worldwide Airlines was started in 1946 

as Emery Air Freight.  In 1989, it was taken over by 

Consolidated Freightways, and global cargo opera-

tions were significantly expanded with its own fleet 

of mixed Boeing 727 and Douglas DC-8 Freighters.  
This Uncommon sticker dates to 1999 and depicts 

a Douglas DC-10F. 

 

As an aside from the baggage labels and stickers of 

cargo carriers, included are these three desktop / 

countertop airline flags or standards.  One is from 
airlines that had a baggage label featured: Car-
golux.  The other two are from KLM and Garuda 
Indonesia, and date to 1994 and the early 1990s 

respectively.  These types of airline collectibles have 

not received a lot of attention in mainstream collect-
ing circles.  (Henk Heiden Collection) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Notes: 

 

All labels and stickers are from the collection of the 

author, unless otherwise indicated, and all are air-

line issued. 

 
Sources: 

 
Smith, Myron J., Jr., The Airline Encyclopedia, 1909-2000, The 
Scarecrow Press (2002), 
Thomas, Don (ed.), Air Transport Label Catalog, A&ALCC and 

AFA (1991 & 1993), Thomas, Don, Nostalgia North Americana, 
(1990). 
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What is It? 
By Ken Taylor 
keebeetay@aol.com   

It’s hard to believe that Airliners International 2008 
has come and gone by already! Beth and I would 
like to extend our thanks to all concerned for a 
show well done! 

Now onto the latest list of “What is It?”! We have 
several answers to previous questions. Special 
thanks to Ed Powers, Mike Adkins, Charlie Dolan, 
and Stan Baumwald for providing the answers to 
past mystery wings and badges. The number on the 
image corresponds to the image shown in Issue 33-
1, Summer 2008, of The Captain’s Log.  

Figure 2 

Figure 2 has been identified as coming from a hotel 
gaming house in Las Vegas, no name, though. 

Figure 3 

This wing, Figure 3, is the corporate wing from Dol-
lar General Store, also referred to as Family Dollar 
Store. Which is correct? 

Ed Powers has a similar wing to Figure 4, only the 
letters on the top are ‘JDH’. Can any identify these 
wings, Logan and JDH? 

Figure 4 

Figure 5 

This wing, Figure 5, comes from Air Marshall      
Islands in the South Pacific. 

Figure 9 

This round emblem was reportedly used by Sunbird 
Airlines on the US East Coast, 1979-1987 (Figure 
9). 

Figure 10 

Figure 10 turns out to come from Golden West Air-
lines which operated along the US West Coast be-
tween 1969 and 1983.  

Figure 11 

This complex hat badge came from the short lived 
UltrAir, 1993-1994 (Figure 11). 
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And now our “What Is It?” questions for this issue! 

Figure 12 

This unusually shaped cap emblem came from    

Private Jet Expeditions, based in Atlanta, which   

operated between 1989-1995 (Figure 12). 

Figure 13 

Figure 14. Who is ‘Maverick’? Gold wing, white 

background, and a red horse’s head. 

Figure 14. This gold wing features a white flag with 

a blue line from upper left to lower right. Any 

thoughts on this one? 

 

As always, we would like to hear from you with your 

answers to our mystery wings for this issue! 

 

Ken & Beth Taylor 
keebeetay@aol.com 
 

Figure 4 

Figure 5 

Figure 5 

Figure 7 

 

Keep it simple. Keep it legal. Stay away from restric-

tions and play it safe. Best of all, have fun and 

share these wonderful moments with our aviation 

community. Have a good winter everyone!  

 

Joe & EddyJoe & EddyJoe & EddyJoe & Eddy    

(Continued from page 29) 

  

(Continued from page 30) 

Figure 4 

Figure 6 



33 

Wings! Badges! 
By Charles F. Dolan 
wingcobda@yahoo.com 

Cargo Airlines 
“Déjà vu,all over again.” 

Y. Berra 
 

Or, a return to cargo carriers. 
 
When the list of upcoming topics was given by our 
editor, I knew that I was due for a trip down mem-
ory lane. The first article I submitted, after taking 
over the “Wings and Things” column from Dick Ko-
ran, was about cargo airlines. To make sure that I 
did not retrace old steps, I dug into my files (now all 
located in the same house) to see which insignia I 
had included in that first effort. 
 
A minor shock was experienced when I looked at the 
cover of Volume 22, Number 3 and noticed that I 
have been contributing my images and thoughts to 
the Captain’s Log for twelve years. There has been a 
lot of water over the dam and brass, silver and fab-
ric under the lens since then.  Other than some re-
current  heartburn caused by technical glitches, it 
has been a lot of fun producing forty articles to 
share with a group of outstanding hobbyists. 
 
The changes that have taken place over those twelve 
years have been significant. If you happen to have a 
copy of v22, no3 kicking around, just take a look at 
those photos and you can see right away what I 
mean. I had to retake some of those shots and 
apologize for the original images of 1996. I was just 
getting used to working with black and white film 
and along with that, my idea of good focus needed a 
reality check. Black and white film took a lot longer 
to be processed than color and it was a given that 
once the pictures came back, there would be “hot 
spots” with too much light or the focus would be 
WAY off. The result was another shoot, another long 
wait and then perhaps a good photograph. After the 
pictures were taken, I had to get them to the post 
office and send them and the copy to Joop         
Gerritsma in Welland, Ontario. This was usually 
done just before deadline, with the hope that the 
good folks at Canada Customs would allow the 
package to pass “without let or hindrance”. 
 
After a few issues were under my belt, Joop relented 
and allowed me to submit the photos in color. This 
cut the time between taking the photo and seeing 
the result, but often a re-shoot was necessary.  We 
were still tied to the postal system, but things were 
improving. My work with the 35mm camera was 

getting better, but the split image focus ring was not 
as exact as it could have been and my photos still 
were not great. Dick and Diane Koran sent me the 
camera stand which Dick had used for his work and 
that helped steady the images as well. 
 
The best development came when I got a digital 
camera. The film expense went out the window as I 
discovered the erase button on the new toy. I could 
see my image right away, make sure that there were 
no hot spots, magnify the image to really see how 
well it was focused and delete the images that did 
not measure up to expectations. 
 
My use of backing has evolved over the years as 
well. At first, I would take the photos with the wing 
or cap badge resting on cloth or poster board. That 
worked fairly well, but there were problems with in-
signia which had curved backs or had pin backs. 
Those would not set flush against the background 
and thus created shadows. I tried using backing 
which was fibrous or spongy, but after several screw 
posts or pins had been punched through, the mate-
rial deteriorated and the holes themselves would 
show up in the images. I have now started using 
model railroad track ballast as a background. It al-
lows the posts or pins to penetrate the granules and 
the item will settle onto the surface. This cuts the 
problem of shadows to a minimum. 
 
Worries about postal timing have been eliminated 
by the use of the computer and email. I have       
already sent the images (cropped and re-sized) to 
Bill Demarest and in a matter of minutes, I will copy 
this article to a memory stick, place that into an 
adapter in my other computer and it will be in Bill’s 
computer within seconds. That’s the plan. Let’s 
hope that these Florida thunderstorms allow the 
power to stay on for just the next five minutes. 
 
 Hope you enjoy the improvements. 

Ace Freighters (UK) 

Wing is of the sew-on variety. Gold bullion thread on a black 
fabric backing. The center of the wing is a black spade on a 
white oval. The spade and oval are edged in gold bullion. There 
are no tags or labels. This wing has no needle holes indicating 
that it was never sewn on to a jacket. 
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Aer Turas Teoranta  (ATT / QT)  (Ireland) 

The metal wing is made of brass and is clutch back. The center 
device is made up of four segments. The upper left segment is 
red enamel on brass, the lower left is a brass color harp on light 
green enamel, upper right has three brass color crowns on dark 
blue enamel and the lower right is split into a brass colored eagle 
on black enamel to the left and an arm holding an orb in brass 
color metal in a white enamel field. It is quite colorful. There are 
no hallmarks. 

Airlift International  (AIR / RD)  (USA) 

The wing is of silver metal with a satin finish. The letters 
“AIRLIFT” are polished. The wing is clutch back. It is hallmarked 
“sterling” and “B”. 
 
The cap badge is also silver metal with a satin finish on the 
lower surfaces. The higher surfaces are polished. The cap badge 
has a screw post and a single positioning pin. The hallmarks are 
the same as on the wing. 

Amerijet International  (AJT / JH)  (USA) 

The round cap badge is of gold color metal with a brushed finish 
on the lower surfaces and polished latitude and longitude lines. 
The letters “Amerijet” are in medium blue enamel with a red 
enamel line in the right leg of the “A”. The badge has a single 
screw post. There is no hallmark. 
 
The second variety cap badge is also of gold color metal with 
satin finish on lower surfaces and upper surfaces highly       
polished. The coloring in “Amerijet” is the same as the other cap 

badge and “INTERNATIONAL” is in red enamel. The badge has 
one screw post and one positioning pin. There is no hallmark. 
 
The captain wing is of gold color metal with a satin finish other 
than the highest part of the wing which is highly polished. The 
wing is clutch back and hallmarked  “Chambers Group Tampa 
Florida”. The center of the disk is white enamel with the silver, 
red and blue logo. 
 

Amerijet International 
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Atlas Air  (GTI / 5Y)  (USA) 
The cap badge and wings are of gold color metal with satin fin-
ish over all except for the top part of the wing and the letters 
“ATLAS” which are highly polished. The center disc is highly 
polished gold color metal with dark blue enamel. The cap badge 
has one screw post and a single positioning pin. There is no hall-
mark. Both wings are clutch back. The wing with the star is hall-
marked “Chambers Group Tampa Florida”. 

Centurion Cargo  (USA) 
The wing and cap badge are of gold color metal with a satin fin-
ish on the lower surfaces and high polish on the higher surfaces. 
The wing is clutch back. The cap badge has a single screw post 
and two positioning  pins. There are no hallmarks. 
 

Challenge Air Cargo (CWC / WE)  (USA) 
These insignia are of the same style and construction as those of 
Centurion Cargo. 

DHL (USA / Germany) 
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DHL  (DHL / ER)  (USA) 
The earlier style cap badge and wing are of gold color metal with 
a satin finish and maroon enamel behind the letters “DHL”. The 
cap badge has a single screw post and the wing is clutch back. 
Neither has a hallmark. 
 
The later  style cap badge and wing are of silver color metal with 
satin finish. The letters “DHL” are of maroon enamel. The cap 
badge has a single screw post and the wing is clutch back. Nei-
ther has a hallmark. 

Federal Express  (FDE / FM)  (USA) 

The first style wing  is of silver color metal with a flat finish. It 
appears to be a stamping. It is clutch back and has no hallmark. 
 
The cap badge is also a stamping of silver color metal with a dull 
finish.  The cap badge has a single screw post with two position-
ing pins. There is no hallmark. 

Flying Tiger  (FTL / FT)  (USA) 

The first style Flying Tiger wing  is of the sew-on variety with 
gold bullion thread on black fabric. The center disc is of silver 
color metal with dark blue enamel background. The shark’s 
mouth is of red enamel and the eye and outline of the mouth are 
in white enamel. There is a paper tag on the back reading            
“S. APPEL & CO  EST 1856  MADE IN USA”. 

The second style Flying Tiger Line insignia were of silver metal 
with blue and red enamel. The wing (not shown) is pin back with 
no hallmark. The cap badge has a screw post with no hallmark 
and no positioning pins. 

The third style Flying Tiger insignia are of silver color metal with 
a satin finish. The cap badge (not shown) has a screw post and 
two positioning pins. There is no hallmark. It has a high shoulder 
to match the curve of the hat. The wing is clutch back and has no 
hallmark.  
 
There are several versions of the third style Flying Tiger insignia. 
The more detailed style shows an arrow designed into the “T”. 
The less detailed style simply has a “T” in the center disc. The 
less detailed style is also very flat compared to the slight shoul-
der of the more detailed version. 

Type four (the last) set is of silver color metal with a satin finish. 

The cap badge has a screw post with two positioning pins and 
no hallmark.  

The wings are clutch back with no hallmarks. 
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Interstate Airlines  (INT)  (USA) 

The first style wing is of silver color metal with very fine detail in 
the feathering of the wings. The center disc is white enamel with 
black lower case letters  “ia”. The wing is clutch back with no 
hallmark. 
 
The second style insignia are also of silver color metal with satin 
finish except for the top segment of each wing which are highly 
polished. The center disc is of white enamel with a red “I” and a 
blue “A”.  
 
The cap badge (not shown) has a single screw post with no posi-
tioning pin and no hallmark. The wing is clutch back with no 
hallmark. 

Kitty Hawk Air Cargo  (KHA / KR)  (USA) 

The wing is of gold color metal with a satin finish overall except 
for the top segment of the wing and the high surfaces of the cen-
ter disc. The wing is clutch back with no hallmark. 

The cap badge has two screw posts and no hallmark. The wing 
is pin back with no hallmark. 

Seaboard and Western  (SW)  (USA) 

This second style cap badge is of silver color metal with red, 
white and grey enamel. 

Zantop Air Transport  (ZAN / VK)  (USA) 

The cap badge is of polished silver metal with black and red 
enamel. The badge has a screw post and two positioning pins. It 
is hallmarked “GEMSCO N Y  STERLING”. 
 
The captain’s wing is pin back and similarly hallmarked. 
 
I have two first officer wings. One is clutchback with the 
“GEMSCO” hallmark. The second is pin back with no hallmark.  

Volga-Dnepr Airlines  (VLA / G6)  (Russia) 

The wing is of gold color metal with a textured finish. The back-
ground of the center disc is blue and the flashes on the inside 
part of the wing are from top to bottom  - white, blue and red. 
There is one screw post and no hallmark. 
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Postcard Corner! 
By Marvin Goldman 
mmgoldman@rcn.com   

Air Cargo Postcards 
Through airline postcards we can picture how air 
cargo evolved from the earliest days, when small 
parcels were carried to supplement mail and pas-
senger revenue, to the modern era featuring dedi-
cated giant cargo airlines and aircraft. 
 
Let’s start with one of the first airlines to carry 
cargo (in addition to mail) -- Instone Air Line of 
Great Britain which began public service in 1920, 
including transport of merchandise.  In 1922 it even 
became the first to transport a racehorse by air.  In 
1924 Instone merged with a few other British air-
lines to form Imperial Airways. 

Instone Air Line Vickers Vimy Commercial G-EASI ‘City of Lon-
don’, loading mail and cargo in London for Paris.  Airline issue 
(‘A/I’), probably in 1922.  Black & White photo (‘B&W’).  Norfolk 
Printing Plant, London.  (Daniel Kusrow collection) 
 
Possibly the earliest airline primarily dedicated to 
cargo transport was Guinea Airways of Australia 
which operated mainly to serve gold mining opera-
tions in New Guinea.  In the 1930s Guinea Airways 
became one of the largest air transport operators in 
the world, carrying more freight by air than the rest 
of the world's airlines combined. 
 
Silver City Airways of the UK started the world’s 
first vehicle ferry service in 1948, utilizing the Bris-
tol 170 short-haul utility freighter whose develop-
ment was finalized just after World War II.  Silver 
City became well known for transporting cars and 
passengers across the English Channel between 
England and France.   
 

Silver City Airways Bristol 170 ‘Superfreighter’.  A/I.  Real photo 
S.C.19, B&W.  Each aircraft normally carried three cars and 12 
passengers in separate compartments. 
 
After World War II, several new airlines were formed 
expressly for cargo service.  The Flying Tiger Line 
(1945-1989) operated the longest during the post-
war era, and was the largest transporter of air 
freight (measured by freight ton kilometers flown) 
prior to its being acquired by FedEx.   

Flying Tiger Line DC-6A, an all-cargo version of the DC-6, oper-
ated by Flying Tiger starting 1951.  Back of card has imprint 
with ‘Thank you’ message by Flying Tiger sales representative.  
A/I.  Lithochrome Press, Los Angeles. 

Guinea Airways Junkers G31go, VH-UOW, in New Guinea (at 
either Wau or Lae) serving the goldfields, early 1930s.  Publisher 
Kunstverlag Carl Friedrich Fangmaier, Magdeburg, Germany.  
Real photo, B&W. 
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Flying Tiger Line revolutionary swing-tail Canadair CL-44D-4 
freighter, a modified version of the Bristol Britannia, first deliv-
ered to the airline in 1961.  A/I.   
 
Here are postcard examples of other airlines primar-
ily devoted to cargo operations: 

Slick Airways L1049H Constellation, N76937C, 1960.  Publisher 
Flight-Line Fotocards, FLF-020.  This is the very aircraft acquired 
by the ‘Save-a-Connie’ enthusiasts group.  Many participants in 
WAHS’ Airliners International 2007 convention in Kansas City 
viewed it, beautifully restored in TWA colors with the name ‘Star 
of America’, at the Airline History Museum in Kansas City. 
 

HeavyLift Cargo Airlines Canadair CL-44-0 ‘Guppy’ (a conversion 
of the CL-44-D-4), early 1980s.  Publisher Charles Skilton & Fry 
Ltd. no. 432. 
 

IPEC Aviation (Interstate Parcel Express Company, an Australian 
freight operator) Armstrong Whitworth 650 Argosy-101, VH-BBA, 
pre-1983.  Publisher Aeronautica, N.S.W., Australia, PC-009. 

 
Skyfreighters (an affiliate of Kitty Hawk Air Cargo) DC-3, 
N307SF, at Ft. Worth-Meacham Field, June 1989.  Udo Schaefer 
Publications no. 178, Cologne, Germany. 
 

Southern Air Transport (1946-1998) Lockheed L-100 Hercules.  
A/I.  The Hercules was specially designed to transport outsized 
cargo such as oil rigs, helicopters, and mining equipment to re-
mote locations.  S.A.T. used to have the world’s largest fleet of 
this aircraft type, and at times it operated covert flights for gov-
ernment agencies, including the U.S. CIA. 
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Emery Worldwide (1989-2001), DC-8F at its European hub in 
Maastricht, Holland.  A/I. 
 

 
 
Seaboard World Airlines (1961 to 1980 when it was merged into 
Flying Tiger Line), B-747F (operated 1974-1980) at Malpensa 
Airport, Milan, Italy.  A/I.  Publisher Giovara Tecnifoto, Gallarate, 
Italy.  (Leonardo Pinzauti collection) 
 

 
Gemini Air Cargo (founded 1995 in the U.S.) DC-10-30F, its first 
aircraft type.  A/I.     

 
Cargolux Airlines International of Luxembourg, 747-200s, at Lux-
embourg Airport/Findel.  A/I. 
 
Many noted passenger airlines have operated all-
cargo aircraft in addition to carrying substantial 
cargo on their passenger flights.  Here are some ex-
amples: 
 

Ansett Air Cargo Lockheed Electra L188, VH-RMB (served as a 
freighter with Ansett, 1972-1984).  Published by Mike Cornwall 
Postcards, Fourcolour Productions Ltd. FCV 3004. 

Air Algerie Cargo 737-200.  A/I, September 1976. 
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Air France Cargo, poster ad postcard.  A/I by New York cargo 
sales office.  The back, postmarked January 1962, has a typed 
sales message and also offers a free poster of the same picture.  
I found this card a year ago in a used book shop in New Jersey, 
the only time I’ve ever seen it.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Air France Cargo, poster ad postcard.  Collection du Musée Air 
France, Paris, issued in 1983 as no. 10 of a 17-card set.  Repro-
duces a 1958 poster of artist Guy Georget.  Air France is noted 
for its marvelous artistic posters over the years.  4-1/4 x 6-
1/4” (11 x 17cm). 

 
Aeroflot Russian International Airlines Ilyushin IL-76TD, 
RA76484 (built 1986), designed for large-capacity freight opera-
tions from short, unprepared airstrips.  A/I. 

Lufthansa 747F at Hannover, featuring the open nose for carry-
ing large loads.  Publisher Schmori & v. Seefeld Nachf.,         
Hannover. 
 
 

 
TWA Cargo MD-80 Stylized Ad Postcard.  A/I.  Oversized, 6 x 
9” (15 x 22cm). 
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In the last two decades several companies have 
dedicated themselves mainly to transporting parcels 
on an expedited basis, with many developing flour-
ishing air operations.  Here is a sampling. 

 
Airborne Express (now known as ABX Air), Aerospatiale 
Caravelle SE-210 VI R, N907MW.  International Airline World 
Publishing Co., Springfield Ohio, no. HC283, printed October 
1985.  A companion Airborne Express Caravelle (N902MW) is on 
display at the New England Air Museum, Bradley International 
Airport, Windsor Locks, Connecticut. 

European Air Transport (EAT), founded in 1971 and based in 
Brussels, shown operating a B727-100F on behalf of DHL, 
probably in 1990s.  A/I. 

(Previous Column) Federal Express (FedEx; founded 1971) MD-
11F.  A/I, Feb. 2002, by FedEx Prague, Czech Republic office.  
FedEx and Cargolux are the two leading issuers of postcards 
among all-cargo airlines. 

United Parcel Service 747-100F, N9675, at Ontario, California.  
U.S.Publications no. 10, Cologne, Germany. 
 

Notes:  Original postcards of the above are, except 
as noted, in color, in standard or continental size, 
and from the author’s collection.  I estimate the 
availability of these cards as-- Rare: the Instone and 
Guinea Airways cards and the Air France New York 
cargo sales office card.  Uncommon: the Silver City, 
Flying Tiger and Seaboard cards.  The rest are fairly 
common. 
 

References:  Smith Jr., Myron J., The Airline Ency-
clopedia: 1909-2000, 3 vols. (Scarecrow Press, 
2002); Wikipedia website ‘wikipedia.org/wiki/
Cargo_airline’ which contains links to their writeups 
on numerous cargo airlines. 
 

I hope you enjoyed this picture postcard tour of air 
cargo operations.  If you ever have suggestions or 
comments on past or future air postcard articles, 
please do not hesitate to e-mail me. 
 

Until next time, Happy Collecting!   Marvin. 
Editor’s Addition -  William Demarest Collection 

Delta Air Lines  L-100 Hercules, Oversized, A/I 
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Aircraft Modeling 
By Ken Miller 
ozmiller@sbcglobal.net 

Revell Flying Tigers DC-8-61 
There are only four models I can think of that come 
with freighter markings.  One of Minicraft’s 727 re-
leases is in United States Postal Service markings, 
the Williams Brothers Curtis C46 has Flying Tigers 
markings, Revell’s Bae146 in TNT markings, as well 
as Revell/Lodelas last release of the stretch DC-8 
kit also in Flying Tigers markings.   Possibly fitting 
into the freighter category Heller has also released 
their DC6 and Canadair CL215 and CL415 kits in 
French Securite Civile firefighting markings and  
also Minicraft’s DC-6 in Conair markings.   Out of 
the box freighter models are pretty limited but there 
are still many aftermarket decals available. 
 
For this issue of the Log I pulled out my Revell Fly-
ing Tigers DC-8-61F/63F from my “box of shame” 
full of half-built models.  I started the model in the 
summer of 2005 and it got to the sanding/priming 
stage before ending up in the “box”.  I’ve been plug-
ging away at it for the past few months but it’s still 
not completed.  It’s at the top of my production line 
and will be next to be finished.  I’ve yet to learn 
when the Revell stretch DC-8 model was first re-
leased but have heard it was just after the time the 
real DC-8-61 first flew.  Terry Waddington’s Douglas 
DC-8 book states that the first DC-8-61 made its 
first flight in March of 1966 so that’s a ballpark time 
for the kit.  For its time the kit looks very good.  I 
thought it would be fun to finish a Revell kit and 

compare it to the recent Minicraft kit.  We’re still 
waiting for Minicraft to complete the JT3-D engines 
so one can built a -50 or -61 with their kit.  In the 
meantime one could use the engines from a Revell 
kit or possibly find some aftermarket resin ones.   
 
The Revell kit box is pretty interesting.  The box is 
labeled Revell/Lodela and there’s also a sticker say-
ing distributed by Modelcraft Canada.  It’s not that 
old as I bought it less than ten years ago.  I’m al-
most certain it’was the last release of a Revell DC-8 
kit.  The box art is painted and I just noticed it’s 
signed by Mike Machat.  Revell has had a habit of 
marketing their early airliners (707’s and DC-8’s) as 
different versions even thought the kit plastic may 
not depict the type modeled.  The Flying Tigers     
DC-8 is no exception.   Just as on Revell’s African 
Safari release the box art shows a DC-8-63 and the 
plastic inside depicts a DC-8-61 with the earlier en-
gine cowls/pylons of the -50 and -61 versions.  The 
instructions are the typical Revell, 2 pages for the 
kit but are in Spanish.  Even though I don’t read 
Spanish I doubt if there’s any attempt in the in-
structions to differentiate between the -61 and -63 
versions.   
 
There are two decal choices with one having an ear-
lier tail with a T in red circle and the other with 
white Flying Tigers text on the tail.  Each decal has 
a different registration.  The one on the box with the 
T in the circle is a DC-8-63 while the other decal 
and registration N760FT is for a -61.   Doing a little 
more research on Airliners.net I found a photo of 
N760FT.  I found that the -61’s had a white upper 
fuselage instead of an all bare-metal fuselage of the 
-63’s.  As I said earlier no mention of the different 
engines or color schemes by Revell. 

Revell Flying Tiger DC-8-61 box art 



44 

The kit has gone together rather well.  The engrav-
ing on the wings and stabilizers is nicely done.  A 
nice treat with the Revell DC-8 kits are the airstair 
sets that come with the kits.  I’d also forgotten that 
Revell did the dreaded ½ filled windows on the fuse-
lage.  I got myself into a bit of a mess first trying to 
fill the holes with putty and having problems with 
pinholes and then switching to super glue and hav-
ing the superglue dry harder than the plastic and 
causing some sanding difficulties.  A big difference 
between the Revell and Minicraft kits are the land-
ing gears.  The Minicraft kit is quite well detailed 
with the wheels, struts, doors, and gear bays.  The 
Revell kit is pretty simple and doesn’t have much of 
gear bays represented.    I’ve heard the Revell kit 
wheels described as “cart wheels” and after compar-
ing the two I can agree with the statement.  No real 
comparison between the two kits but the Revell kit 
is still very buildable.  We’re fortunate to the have 
the choice of two different kits.   

My model is in the middle of painting.  I just painted 
the white upper fuselage.  Next will be the bare 
metal wings, stabs, and lower fuselage.  The “carpet 
monster” paid its regular visit and I managed to lose 
two of the landing gear doors within 15 minutes.  I 
lost one main gear door on the floor and the other 
nose door pretty much just disappeared from the 
sprue.  It was there one second and gone the next.  
Both doors will be easy enough to make from a 
piece of sheet styrene.  Frank Duarte’s photo shows 
a black radome too.  The engines look to have a 
darker bare-metal band in the middle as well as a 
dark exhaust section.  Decaling will be a bear as the 
fuselage stripes are 9 separate stripes per side.  The 
box art doesn’t show windows but the Airliners.net 
photo does so that will be more even more decals to 
add and line up.  The fuselage Flying Tigers kit de-
cals have breaks in the letters but the Airliners.net 
photo and others show solid letters.   I may use 
them as is or try to patch the breaks using extra 
decal parts. 
 
Doing research on the 1/1 aircraft for paint/
registration information I learned some interesting 
information.  The plane is msn 45938 ln 331 -61CF 
and was delivered to Transamerica on 2/2/68.  It 
was registered to Transamerica up to 1974 and was 
leased to different airlines including Loftleidir Ice-

landic Airlines from May 1973 to October 1974.  
After 1974 it went to Flying Tigers.  I’m guessing but 
assume that the plane left Flying Tigers/Federal Ex-
press after the merger.  The plane was re-engined 
with CFM56 engines and converted to a -71.  It’s 
currently flying for United Parcel Service (UPS) as 
N701UP.  This summer for a short time UPS was 
flying a DC-8 into San Jose and it turns out that 
one of the planes was N701UP Doh!!!!  I wish I’d 
made the extra effort to get a photo of it.  My friends 
Manas Barooh and Ben Wang managed to capture 
N701UP on film, though. 
 
Overall the Revell kit should be a fun build.  For its 
age the kit has held up quite well.  Not bad for a 
model that is almost as old as myself.  After paint-
ing the white upper fuselage I’ve noticed/decided 
that there are some pretty big boo-boo’s on the top 
needing more work.  Bring on more sand paper, 
putty and spray paint.  Two steps forward and one 
step back.  Think good thoughts for me as well 
when I’m doing the decals.  Very good too that the 
1/1 plane is still soldiering on 40 years after first 
being delivered.  WOW!!!!!! 

Flying Tigers Douglas DC-8-61 
Photograph courtesy of Frank Duarte. 

UPS Douglas DC-8-71F 
Photography courtesy of Ben Wang 

Revell kit decals 
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Safety Cards 
By Fons Schaefers 
f.schaefers@planet.nl 

Freighter Safety Cards 
 

Safety cards for cargo airlines? You may have 
thought that the safety card section would remain 
empty in this edition of The Captain’s Log. Cargo 
airlines carry freight and that does not need safety 
instructions, does it? Reality is different. Quite a few 
freighter aircraft operated by cargo airlines actually 
do carry safety cards. Not for the cargo, but for 
those who attend it, such as grooms and security 
staff guarding valuable cargo. In fact, some of these 
cards are quite interesting as they reveal escape 
systems that many ‘ordinary’ passengers are com-
pletely unaware of. 
 
The most common freighter type for many years has 
been the 747F. This airplane type, of course, offers 
an extra accommodation deck for cargo riders. In 
some stretched upper deck configurations the seat-
ing capacity can extend to 19. Many 747 freighter 
operators therefore have safety cards for this upper 
deck, some of which are quite extensive. Flying   
Tigers carried a large format, six panel card showing 
all the features that regular passenger cards have, 
including a detailed layout, bar seats, of the upper 
deck, Figures 1 and 2. 
 
Safety equipment on board 747 freighters is more 
complicated than on passenger airplanes. The 747 
cockpit has a top hatch with escape reels. Special, 
quite unflattering, garments are on board that must 
be donned and then attached to a reel to leave the 
airplane via this exit. These garments and reels are 
shown in varying degrees of clarity on the various 
cards, if shown at all, and appear also as an alter-
native means for slide-equipped exits in case of slide 
failure. I made a compilation of the renderings on 
cards by Air France, Atlas, Cargolux, KLM, and Sin-
gapore Airlines, so that you can compare, see Fig-
ures 3 through 7. 
 
Another interesting 747 freighter feature shown on 
various cards is the possibility to escape by rope at 
the left forward and aft exits (Figure 8). This is ap-
parently meant for grooms that, in spite of safety 
regulations, do stay with their animals (typically 
horses) on the main deck during take-off and land-
ing, for who else would be near the aft exit in those 
stages of flight? 
 
There is no legal requirement for safety cards for 
cargo riders and on smaller freighters with limited 
capacity for attendants, they are seldom carried. 

The pilots can brief those riders before the flight 
and, in an emergency, take them along. Yet, Luf-
thansa used safety cards for its full freighter 737’s 
in the 1980s. Their 737C ‘Safety instruction card for 
freight-/animal attendants’ gives instructions for 
when and how to enter and leave the cargo com-
partment, use of oxygen and a prohibition to sleep 
in the cargo compartment (Figure 9). 
 
An extremely interesting freighter airplane from a 
safety card point of view is the Antonov 124. This 
airplane type is a dedicated, special purpose 
freighter with extensive personnel accommodation 

Figures 1 and 2 
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Figure 3 - Atlas (by Aero Safety Graphics) 

Figure 4 - Air France 

Figure 6 - KLM 

Figure 5 - Cargolux 

                                                                      Figure 7a                   Singapore Airlines                                              Figure 7b 
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in two separate, unconnected, upper deck compart-
ments. The forward deck accommodates six, the aft 
20 plus an attendant. Either compartment has its 
dedicated safety card (Figures 10 & 11). Escape 
means consist of very tall escape slides at the end of 
the rear compartment to abridge the 7.5 meters to 
the ground. The forward escape means are less 
usual. The right exit folds down into a horizontal 
platform from which a rope ladder is deployed. On 
the left side, a floor hatch gives access to an inter-
nal toboggan towards the lower deck that reaches 
the main entrance door, from where the remaining 
distance to the ground is 3 meters. A rope assists 
the descent all the way from the top compartment. 
Other safety features shown on the cards are life 
vests and rafts. Interestingly, only the card for the 
rear compartment shows oxygen masks. This raises 
the question whether there is no oxygen supply at 
all in the forward compartment or that there are 
perhaps other means which for one reason or an-
other are not explained on the card. If any reader 
knows the answer, please drop me a note. 
 
Please contact me at f.schaefers@planet.nl 

Figure 9 (above) - 
Lufthansa 

Figure 8 (right) -  
Air France 

Figures 10 & 11 
(above) -  

Antonov 124 
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