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Postcard Corner! 
By Marvin Goldman 
mmgoldman@rcn.com   

Air of Luxury in Postcards 
Since the earliest days of air travel, airlines have 
issued postcards to publicize luxurious interiors, 
elegant service and special new aircraft.  Among the 
first in Europe were Compagnie des Grands Express 
Aériens (C.G.E.A.), whose earliest flights were in 
1920 and through mergers evolved into Air Union 
and then Air France; and Imperial Airways, formed 
in 1924 through the merger of several British air-
lines that started up during 1919-1921.  They com-
peted, particularly on the London-Paris route, by 
offering seating and service that were “luxurious” 
measured against the typically austere standards of 
the time. 

C.G.E.A. 13-seat Farman Goliath interior, airline issue (‘A/I’), 
sepia. The message on back is dated 28 April 1921. The passen-
ger wrote, “This plane rides like a Pullman Car [a compliment in 
those days]...We are just crossing the Channel and the boats 
look like flies.”  Raphael Tuck & Sons, London, printer. 

Imperial Airways Armstrong-Whitworth Argosy ‘City of Glasgow’, 
utilized for deluxe ‘Silver Wing’ service between London and 
Paris.  Probably A/I; about 1926; black and white (‘B&W’). 

‘Saloon’ Interior of Imperial Airways Argosy, highlighting ‘Silver 
Wing’ service.  Probably A/I; about 1926; B&W. 
 
U.S.-style ‘luxury’ started to appear with flying 
boats.  In 1931, Pan American introduced the 
‘Clipper’ series of aircraft with the 38-seat Sikorsky 
S-40, the largest aircraft of its time, featuring a spa-
cious interior. 
 

Sikorsky S-40 interior, hand-colored.  Published by Sunny 
Scenes, Winter Park, Florida, early 1930s. 
 
Operators of land planes countered with aircraft 
fitted with sleeping berths, ideal for the long dura-
tion of many trips in those days. 

American Airlines Curtiss Condor with 12 full length berths,  
introduced 1934.  A/I; B&W. 
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American Airlines Douglas DC-3 DST (Douglas Sleeper Transport) 

‘Flagship Skysleeper’ berths. Card postmarked 14 May 1939.  

A/I no. A-245-F; B&W. 

 

Meanwhile, Pan American continued to expand its 
‘Clipper’ flying boats with larger, more grandiose 
models, culminating with the 74-seat Boeing 314. 

Pan Am Boeing 314, NC18605 (‘Dixie Clipper’), A/I, back in Eng-

lish and Spanish, issued about 1939. 

 

Pan Am Boeing 314 spacious flight deck. La Guardia Field se-

ries, Henry H. Baumann, New York, no. E-6207. 

 

Imperial Airways’ entrant in the luxury flying boat 
field was the Short S.23 ‘Empire’ class. 

Imperial Airways Short S.23, center photo shows G-ADUU 

‘Cavalier’. Raphael Tuck & Son, England. B&W. 

 

Not to be outdone, TWA introduced the first pres-
surized airliner, the 33-passenger Boeing 307, in 
1940. 

 

Interior of TWA Boeing 307 ‘Stratoliner’, with ‘appointments that 

set new high standards for air travel’, according to the card 

back.  A/I, about 1940/41. American Colortype, Chicago. 
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In the 1950s, with the introduction of larger propel-
ler and turboprop landplanes, lounges became a 
featured service. 

Continental Airlines Douglas DC-7B club lounge, 1957.  A/I.  
Curteichcolor no. 7C-K1398 

Western Airlines Lockheed Electra lounge, card postmarked 17 
August 1959.  A/I. 
 
The arrival of the jet age, including especially the 
jumbo Boeing 747 in 1970, allowed airlines to 
dream up many luxurious configurations.  Ameri-
can Airlines’ first 747s not only had a first class 
lounge, it even featured this spacious one for coach 
travelers!  Northwest and others also included 
lounges in their 747s.  Unfortunately, these didn’t 
last long. 

(Previous Column) American 747 coach lounge, A/I, about 1970.  
Oversize card.  No card number. William Demarest collection. 

Northwest Orient 747 with interior photos.  A/I no. 241-AD-659 
BE.  15 x 21cm. 
 
The dream of supersonic air transport became a re-
ality with the Aérospatiale-BAC Concorde which en-
tered commercial service in 1976. Although seating 
was relatively tight, service was in the luxury class, 
and one could fly from London or Paris to New York 
in just under 3.5 hours.  
 
 

MGM Grand Air DC-8-62 Seating Chart via Richard Silagi 
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British Airways Concorde, with livery in use 1984-1997.  A/I 
BA1265 PC-04. 
 

Artist impression of Concorde in Braniff International livery.  A/I.  
Braniff operated a Concorde interchange service with British 
Airways and Air France during 1979-80, but no Concorde was 
actually painted in the Braniff livery. 
 
After 1978 when airlines in the U.S. were deregu-
lated, some U.S. startups tried an all first-class ap-
proach.  Examples include Regent Air, which offered 
the luxury of a private jet in its three Boeing 727-
100s, but lasted only from 1983-86, and MGM 
Grand Air which operated from 1987-94 with differ-
ent aircraft types including 727s fitted with Regent 
Air’s interiors. 

Regent Air 727-100 interior, 1983-86. A/I no. 196.999, H. W. 
Singleton Co., Los Angeles. 

MGM Grand Air, A/I.   
 
A very special faster way to reach the airport is by 
helicopter. For a few years in the 1980s helicopters 
with Pan Am titles operated from the Pan Am build-
ing in Manhattan to the airline’s terminal at JFK. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pan Am Westland 30 over Manhattan. Issued by Westland. 
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For first and business class passengers, and special 
frequent fliers, most major airlines have introduced 
comfortable lounges at airports. This unusual card, 
issued by Cathay Pacific to publicize a then-new 
first class lounge at Kai Tak airport in Hong Kong, 
actually shows an artist’s rendition of an old Cathay 
Pacific lounge overlooking a more modern Kai Tak 
scene. 

 
Cathay Pacific painting of historical first class lounge overlooking 
modern Kai Tak airport ramp.  A/I, 15x21cm. 
 
Turning to today, airlines are particularly competing 
for the first class and business traveler, enticing 
them with continually improved luxurious seats.  
Here is a selection of some recent cards on the sub-
ject. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emirates Airbus A330-200 business class seating. 
 A/I, 13x18cm. 

 
Singapore Airlines business class ‘Spacebed’.  A/I, Madrid office, 
text on back in Spanish. 

 
Of course, you can also select a hammock.  Singa-
pore Airlines Airbus A345 nonstop service between 
Singapore and Los Angeles.  A/I. 
 

ANA (All Nippon Airways) first class seat/bed.  A/I, issued in 
Germany. (Bill Baird collection) 
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Airbus A380 suggested interiors. Issued by Airbus.  (Doug Bastin 
collection). 
 

Then there is the new Airbus A380.  To sell them, 
Airbus issued some postcards with grandiose sug-
gestions for luxurious interiors.  Here is one exam-
ple.  I’m still waiting to experience this, but it might 
only happen if one flies on a privately-owned A380. 

I hope you have experienced, or will someday enjoy, 
some of these luxury aircraft or interiors as shown 
on postcards.  In the meantime, we have our collec-
tions to savor. 
 
Notes:  Original postcards of the above are, except 
as noted, in color, in standard or continental size, 
and from the author’s collection.  I estimate the 
availability of these cards as-- Rare: first ten cards 
shown, from the CGEA Goliath to the TWA B307; 
Uncommon: Continental, Western, American and 
Northwest lounges, Regent interior, Pan Am West-
land, QANTAS lounge, and A380 interior.  The rest 
are fairly common. 
 
References:  Davies, R.E.G., British Airways: An Air-
line and its Aircraft, Volume 1: 1919-1939, The Im-
perial Years, Paladwr Press (2005), and Airlines of 
the United States since 1914, Smithsonian Institu-
tion Press (1972); Norwood, Tom W., Deregulation 
Knockouts, Round One, Airways (1996). 
 
Until next time, Happy Collecting!   Marvin. 

The Golden Era of Air Travel! Northeast Airlines (1933-1972) Convair 880 circa 1960s. 

Airline Issued Postcard - William Demarest Collection 
























