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United Airlines DC-8-61, N8097U, at SFO December 1972. Photo via www.air72.com Collection.
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United Airlines DC-8-54F, N8045U, April 1978. Photograph by Jon Proctor via www.air72.com Collection

United Airlines DC-10-10, N1816U, at Miami, September 1976. Photograph courtesy of Jay Selman.
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UNITED AIRLINES — The Story of Airway One

Joop Gerritsma
Captain’s Log Features Editor

f27f28@hotmail.com

United Air Lines Boeing 247A at Boeing Field. (Boeing)

Eighty years old, United Airlines is the proud holder of U.S. Air Certificate Number One, the nation’s first coast-
to-coast airline. Starting in 1926 with rickety underpowered biplanes for a pilot and a few mail pouches, today
it is the world’s second-largest airline by revenue, operating more than 2,330 flights a day to 139 destinations
in 26 countries around the world. The fleet includes more than 400 Boeing and Airbus jets.

United Airlines has posted several firsts along the
way. A small selection includes: first in the world
with female flight attendants (stewardesses, 1930),
first in the world with a modern all-metal airliner
(Boeing 247, 1933), first domestic U.S. airline with
a four-engine airliner (DC-4, 1939), first all-cargo
service in the U.S. (1940), first with non-stop New
York-California flights (DC-7, 1953), first in the U.S.
with pure-jet short-haul aircraft (Caravelle, 1961),
first in the world with the stretch DC-8-61 (1967)
and first in the U.S. with the Boeing 737 (1968).

United grew out of four pioneer airlines of the
1920s: Varney Air Lines, Pacific Air Transport, Boe-
ing Air Transport and National Air Transport. Along
the way, Stout Air Lines was bought.

Varney began service on Contract Air Mail Route 5
(CAM 5) from Pasco (Washington) to Boise (Idaho)

and Elko (Nevada), 460 miles, with a Swallow bi-
plane on April 6, 1926. The flight is considered the
beginning of United. It connected the Pacific North-
west (at Pasco on the Northern Pacific Railroad) with
the New York-Chicago-San Francisco air mail ser-
vice running through Elko.

But the Swallow was underpowered for reliable
flight across the mountains between Boise and Elko
and on April 8, flying was suspended for two
months. Service resumed on June 8 with three
Ryan M-1 monoplanes. Salt Lake City, Utah re-
placed Elko in 1927 and in 1928 Walter Varney
bought five Stearman Speedmails for the service. In
1929 Varney also began Pasco-Seattle and Pasco-
Spokane service.

Pacific Air Transport, founded at Portland, Oregon
by Vern Gorst, began Seattle-Los Angeles service
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In 1928 BAT had introduced Boeing 80 trimotor
cabin biplanes for 12-passengers between San
Francisco and Chicago, connecting at Chicago with
the NAT (ex-Stout) Tri-Motors to and from New
York. But the biggest improvement was the intro-
duction of the all-metal, twin-engine, 10-passenger,
170-mph Boeing 247 in the Spring of 1933. It flew
coast-to-coast in 20 hours. New York-Chicago took
less than five, and by July 1 eleven daily roundtrips
were flown between the two cities. United ordered
59 Boeings for its airlines and one 247A as an
executive and flight research aircraft for United Air-
craft. Under the contract Boeing could not supply
247s to other airlines before all 60 had been deliv-
ered. Jack Frye of TWA saw his transcontinental
passengers desert his Fords for UAL’s 247, but Boe-
ing refused an order from TWA and Frye looked
elsewhere. Donald Douglas responded with the
DC-2 and the rest is history. The DC-2 outclassed
the 247, but United with its ties to Boeing, never
bought it. Instead, it bought 12 improved, faster
247D models, all delivered in 1934. They were still
inferior to the DC-2.

On Feb. 9, 1934 all air mail contracts were can-
celled in the wake of the “Air Mail Scandal” and the
Army began a disastrous period of flying the mail.
The four airlines in the United group continued
passenger services only. After several fatal army
mail flight accidents, President Roosevelt cancelled

air mail flying on March 10, and on March 30 the
post office advertised for new bids. On May 1 United
Air Lines Inc. became an operating company sepa-
rate of the Boeing Company and the names of its
four separate airlines disappeared. It regained CAM
17 New York (Newark)-Chicago, CAM 18, Chicago-
San Francisco (Oakland), as well as Seattle-San
Diego and Seattle-Salt Lake City, but Chicago-
Dallas went to Braniff. CAM 17 and 18 were com-
bined as CAM 1 in 1935, issued to United Air Lines.

Freed of ties to Boeing, United ordered five DC-3
day planes and ten DST sleeper models in 1935.
They entered transcontinental service in December
1936, cutting the time to 16 hours. DC-3 service
San Francisco-Los Angeles began on Jan. 1, 1937.
New York-Chicago “Sky Lounge” luxury service was
inaugurated on Jan. 19 with DC-3s seating only 14
passengers in swivel chairs. Overnight coast-to-
coast DST sleeper service started in July. The Chey-
enne-Denver route was bought from Wyoming Air
Services. The CAB refused a merger of UAL and
Western Air Express, but it did approve a UAL-WAE
Los Angeles-New York interchange sleeper service
via Salt Lake City.

The 247 and DC-3 had to make several stops on the
coast-to-coast service and Patterson invited TWA,
Pan American, Eastern and American in 1936 to
take part in sponsoring the four-engine long-range

F T

Post-WW-2 Douglas DC-3 (United Airlines)
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Douglas DC-8-11 (United Airlines)

tended wing tips for better performance. Several
were upgraded to -51 models in the 1960s. On July
5, 1960 the first of 29 medium-range Boeing 720s
entered service on the Chicago-Denver-Los Angeles
route.

“DC-8-to-the-Fiftieth-State” New York-San Fran-
cisco-Honolulu service in nine hours and 53 min-
utes was launched on Feb. 18, 1960 and Honolulu-
Chicago nonstop on Feb. 22. The first of 29 Boeing
720s for medium haul routes was handed over to
United on April 28, 1960 and went on the Los
Angeles-Denver-Chicago service on July 5.

Boeing 720. (United Airlines)

On June 1, 1961 United became the largest airline
in the Western world when it took over Capital Air-
lines. It gave it an Eastern U.S. network and 41 of
Capital’s Viscounts. They operated them on the
former Capital network until March 1968.

The first of 20 short-range Caravelle jets from
France entered service on July 14, 1961 between
New York and Chicago. Chicago-California DC-8F
all-cargo services began in March 1964 and New

York was added in April. The Boeing 727-22 went
on the San Francisco-Salt Lake City-Denver route
on Feb. 6, 1964. Eventually they replaced the
Caravelle and Boeing 720 on all short and medium
services. United would buy 129 B727-22 and 104
B727-222. None remain in service today.

Sud Aviation Caravelle. (United Airlines)

The stretched DC-8-61 joined United on Feb. 24,
1967, and 1968 saw the introduction of the 727-
222 and 737-222. That year United took delivery of
40 B737-222, ten used DC-8-32, 19 DC-8-61, 19
B727-222, eight B727-22QC and six DC-8F. Two
DC-8s were assigned to military Vietnam charters
and two to Caribbean charters.

Ex-Capital Viscount 745. (United Airlines)

Ten long-range DC-8-62s entered service in 1969,
mainly to Honolulu direct from Midwestern and
Eastern cities. At its peak, the DC-8 fleet included
114 aircraft. The first of 40 (later increased to 65)
747s inaugurated New York-Los Angeles-Honolulu
“747 Friendship Service” on July 23, 1970. Thirty
DC-10-10 trijets were ordered on April 25, 1968 for
services that did not require the 747, with options
on another 30. The first entered service between
San Francisco and Washington, DC, on Aug. 14,
1971.

UNITED AIRLINES

In September 1974, United Air Lines officially be-
came United Airlines and the “Flying U” tail logo
was adopted. New services were added the next ten
years and in October 1984 United became the first
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Playing Cards

topflite@olympus.net

United Airlines
Playing Cards

United Airlines started issuing cards in the 1930s,
showing its DC-3s (Figures 1, 2, & 3) but, after the
early days, it has limited its playing cards to only a
few designs which are also quite plain. Every de-
sign was also used for long periods. This was very
much unlike the many colorful designs from its rival
TWA (see The Captain's Log, Summer, 2001). The
DC-3 decks are now hard to find and can fetch over
$100 each.

To my knowledge, only one design (Figure 4) was
used in the 1950s and 1960s. Then it was followed
by a few very plain designs beginning in the 1970s
and going well into the 1990s. Figures 5, 6, 7, & 8
show some of these cards. Occasionally, United
packaged the deck in Figure 6 in a more colorful
box (Figure 9), much to the confusion of some col-
lectors. The plain decks are plentiful and they can
be found for $1 or $2 each, if you even need to pay
for them.

In some very rare instances, United has issued play-
ing cards in limited quantities to mark special occa-
sions, such as its Commuter Service (Figure 10), a
San Francisco Giants game (Figure 11), and ten
years of service to Argentina (Figure 12). These
limited issue decks are quite rare and are usually
sold for about $30 each.

For some unexplained reason, the two most recent
issues (Figures 13 & 14) are also very difficult to
find and can command high prices although they
have just been issued in the last couple of years.
Maybe a few more copies will show up in the future.

Interestingly, the only deck issued by TED is one of
the most unusual decks that have been distributed
by an airline (Figure 15). It is made of transparent
plastic and the suit and rank of the card are printed
behind an opaque strip (so as not to give away a
winning poker hand).

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

10
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It's time to fly.

Figure 13

W/ UNITED

AIRLINES

Figure 14
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Back Issues of
The Captain’s Log
Available For Sale

TWA - Trans World Airlines
SOLD oUT!

US Airways Memorabilia

Latin American Airlines

Commuter & Regional Airlines

27-1 Airlines of Canada

27-2 European Charter Airlines

27-3 The Convair Twins

27-4 Airlines of Africa

28-1 South Pacific Adventure

28-2 Airlines of Scandinavia

28-3 Eastern Air Lines

28-4 Douglas DC-7

29-1 Airlines of California

29-2 Airlines of the Middle East

29-3 The Boeing 727

29-4 Airlines of Alaska

30-1 Milwaukee and Upper Midwest
Airlines

30-2 Meet The Fokkers!

30-3 The Airlines of Hawaii

30-4 A Capital Experience

31-1 British Airways

31-2 Airlines of Japan

31-3 India and her Airlines

31-4 The Lockheed Constellation

32-1 EL AL Israel Airlines

32-2 The Mighty DC-10

26-1

26-2
26-3
26-4

Update your collection by adding
copies of The Captain’s Log to your
library! Single issues are available for:

$5.00 USD - Domestic US First Class
$7.50 USD - Canada, Air Mail
$10.00 USD - Worldwide, Air Mail

Send your check or money order to:

World Airline Historical Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 489
Ocoee, FL 34761 USA

Payments accepted via PayPal.com by
using:
membership@WAHSOnline.com
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Timetables

By David Keller

dkeller@airlinetimetables.com

United’s Schedule History

In the history of commercial aviation in the United
States, United Airlines holds a place as one of the
pioneer airlines that helped to shape the industry.
Like other airlines considered to be trailblazers,
United has made numerous contributions to air
travel over the years.

United Air Lines was created in 1931, as a subsidi-
ary of United Aircraft & Transport Corporation,
which was largely controlled by Boeing, the Seattle-
based aircraft manufacturer. Four companies
(Boeing Air Transport, National Air Transport, Pa-
cific Air Transport and Varney Air Lines) were all
brought under the banner of the new carrier, creat-
ing the "World's Largest Air Transport System".

Varney Air Lines operated between Salt Lake City
and Seattle. This company's first flight on its air
mail contract route between Pasco, Washington and
Elko, Nevada took place on April 6, 1926, which is
considered to be the beginning of United.

National Air Transport operated New York - Chicago
and Chicago - Dallas routes. In the timetable dated
December 1, 1930, passenger service was being op-
erated only on the Chicago - New York route (with
stops in Cleveland and Toledo). Service to Dallas
was air mail only, and is shown on the route map
but not in the schedules.

Boeing Air Transport operated a route between Chi-
cago and San Francisco. In combination with the
other airlines' networks, this route allowed United
to be a transcontinental airline. The carrier's un-
dated timetable contains the schedules for both
Boeing and Pacific Air Transport, and shows that
the two carriers were already part of United Aircraft
and Transport Corporation.

Pacific Air Transport, which (as previously men-
tioned) was already part of the Boeing System before
being merged into United, operated along the West
Coast, between San Diego and Seattle. The illus-
trated timetable for Pacific Air Transport is dated
February 1, 1928.

The United timetable dated July 15, 1931 is one of
the first to show the four airlines operating under
the United Air Lines banner. Those individual sub-
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SYSTEM

NEW YORK
CHICAGO
SAN FRANCISCO
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TACOMA
PORTLAND

OAKLAND
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Boeing Air Transport, Undated Timetable (Image via Craig Morris)

sidiaries were identified both on the cover as well as
in the schedules inside. It also appears that United
printed different versions of the timetable for its
various destinations, as I have seen other timeta-
bles for this same date which have a biplane de-
picted on the cover, and a different list of destina-
tions above the route map.
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One of United's earliest innovations was the intro-
duction of the Boeing 247, which is often referred to
as the "First Modern Airliner".” This aircraft went
into service with United in March of 1933, and is
depicted on the cover of the timetable dated June
20, 1938. By this point, the 247's were operating
the majority of the airline's flights.

United's close relationship to Boeing, allowed the
airline to secure delivery of the first 60 247's to be
produced. Rather than stand in line behind United,
TWA requested proposals from several other manu-
facturer for an aircraft that would be superior to the
Boeing, and received such a proposal from Douglas
Aircraft. The unintended result of United being
controlled by Boeing was the development of the DC
(Douglas Commercial) commercial line of aircraft
that began with the DC-2 as the first production
model. Customers lined up for the DC-2, and the
rest is history. Douglas would build thousands of
DC transports, dominating the industry for the next
several decades. (By contrast, only a handful of
247's were built beyond the 70 that eventually went
to United, and Boeing did not reemerge as a major
manufacturer of airliners until the development of
the 707.)

In early 1934, the government cancelled all air mail
contracts. Following a failed attempt to have the
army carry the mail, new contracts were awarded
later that year. However, one stipulation was that
the new contracts should not go to any firm that
was both an aircraft manufacturer and operator,
which forced Boeing to dissolve United Aircraft &
Transport Corporation. The airline was reincorpo-
rated as United Air Lines, and was awarded con-
tracts on the majority of the routes it had previously
been serving. (Most notably, the route to Dallas was
no longer part of United's system.)

Douglas was in the process of capitalizing on the
success of the DC-2, and proceeded to develop the
Douglas Sleeper Transport (DST), also known as the
DC-3 when fitted with seats rather than sleeping
berths. United was quick to realize the increasing
competitive disadvantage of its Boeing 247 fleet, and
in 1937 became the second airline to place the DC-3
into service. The carrier dubbed the type
"Mainliners", and would refer to their aircraft as
such for many years to follow. The timetable dated
March 1, 1937 finds the DC-3 in service between
Chicago and New York as well as between Los Ange-
les and San Francisco.

Prior to the United States' entry into World War II,
United was working with Douglas on specifications
for the next generation of airliner, the DC-4. The
design was pushed into wartime production and did
not see service with the airlines until the war had
ended. The United timetable dated March 1, 1946,
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shows the first "Mainliner 230" (DC-4) services, New
York to San Francisco with only 2 stops (Chicago
and Denver).

The DC-4's time as the flagship of United's fleet was
short, as the larger, pressurized DC-6 entered ser-
vice just over a year later. The timetable dated June
1, 1947 promotes the New "Mainliner 300", which
was operating transcontinental services with only a
single stop. The Six was also flying on the carrier's
recently added route from San Francisco to Hawaii.

Among the more unusual services flown by United
was its operation to several cities in northern Ne-
vada, including Elko, the original southern termi-
nus for Varney Air Lines. Until early 1970, DC-6's
operated a San Francisco - Reno - Elko - Ely - Salt
Lake City roundtrip service. However, United
wanted to phase out the last of its propeller aircraft,
but the airports at Ely and Elko weren't suitable for
jet service. The solution was a lease arrangement
with Frontier Airlines to fly the route with Convair
580's beginning March 1, 1970. The timetable
dated January 15, 1970 is the first to show the
flights being operated by Frontier. (This is a revised
edition of the January 15th timetable, possibly cre-
ated specifically for this change.) This was also the
only issue to indicate that the flights were indeed
operated by Frontier, as the "double plus sign" sym-
bol and accompanying footnote does not appear in
subsequent timetables. The cover of this timetable
also displays the modified titles introduced with
some paint scheme modifications in 1969. These
colors were dubbed "stars and bars".

In 1974 United Airlines unveiled a completely new
image, including the "Double U" logo which, despite
several additional image changes, is still in use
today. The illustrated timetable dated September 9,
1974 is another instance of United issuing 2 timeta-
bles for the same date. The original issue for this
date had a different cover photo with the old colors
and titles.

Over the years, United has certainly contributed
numerous innovations to the industry. One of the
most significant was stewardess service, a concept
that was introduced on May 15, 1930 by predeces-
sor Boeing Air Transport. The timetable dated April
27, 1980 commemorates the 8 women who became
the first flight attendants some 50 years earlier, cre-
ating a new profession in the process.

United Airlines was the first airline to operate a
number of aircraft types, such as the DC-8 and
Boeing 720. The September 9, 1982 timetable pro-
motes one of United's "firsts", the introduction of
the Boeing 767.
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Dining Service
By R. R. “Dick” Wallin

rrwallin@aol.com

United Airlines

United was an early user of ceramic dinnerware and
over the years had many nice and attractive pat-
terns. In the late 1990s, I am told that they used
three different patterns at the same time (the silver
mesh, the pink and gray, and the gray loop). In
some cases, you might have two patterns on the
same flight. In others, only one depending on
whether the flight was domestic or international and
whether the aircraft was configured for two or three
class service.

This light blue plastic ware was embossed with a
variant of United’s shield logo with ribbing on the
sides and a star in the center. It is believed to have
been introduced in the late 1940s and was still used
into the early 1960s. There are also some examples
of this design found in light yellow color pattern.

(Figure 2) This very lightweight pale yellow ware is
believed to be from the 1930s. Only the two size
plates and cup and saucer are known to exist. See
Figure 3 for marking detail.

(Figure 3) Close-up of the markings in black on the
piece shown in Figure 2. The banner below the
shield says “Coast to Coast”.
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Known as the “Mainliner” pattern, this china fea-
tures dark blue markings. It is made by Shenango
China Co. which did not use date coding at this
point. Research into printed United's materials
would seem to indicate that the lettering style is
consistent with that used in the 1939-1940 time
period. This is a very rare china pattern. Two differ-
ent size plates and a pedestal cup are the only
known pieces to exist. United did have red and blue
salt and pepper shakers marked like this, but they
were made of cardboard, and a couple of small
sauce cups marked likewise were made of a wax
coated paper material.

Two variations of United’s shield logo are featured
on these two sets. On the left, the set is in silver
with no manufacturer’s marks. At right is the at-
tractive Syracuse China pattern known as Debonair
Silhouette with gold markings and a ripple design.
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Jr. Wings
By Stan Baumwald

stanwing@bellsouth.net

United Junior Wings

When I look at airlines like United, I am reminded of
an adage that my professor in Advertising 101 said:
“Advertising pays for itself”. How true and United
Airlines followed that up with lots of Junior Crew
wings. I count 29 different junior wings that the air-
line put out and then we have a few more put out by
cereal boxes, gift shops, etc.

The first juniors that I have were made of pot metal
and there were a great variety of the first issue. [ am
showing (Fig. 1) a “Future Pilot” wing and this had
the logo painted on but shortly after, the airline
went to a decal for the logo as I am sure that was
less expensive. But this style was made in gold and
silver and for Junior Pilots and Junior Steward-
esses. Some had a scalloped shield and others had
small lettering.

Then the company changed over to a slim looking
wing (Fig. 2) that was one each for the “Junior Pilot”
and another for the “Junior Stewardess”, a system
they maintained for quite some time until they went
generic and started with “Future Pilot” later on.

The next issue had the “Future Pilot” (Fig. 3) and
though this was still the UAL logo in color, they
then put out two more issues but these were not
colored and all in a blackish metal color. With that,
they ended up the metal wings and started plastic.
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The first was a “Future Pilot” (Fig. 4) standing alone
as this was the only one made of this series but
they shortly followed with two similar wings but
changed the name bar to include one for the
“Ruture Stewardess” and another for “Future Flight
Attendant” (Fig. 5). These were the last of the pin
backs and the airline switched to stick-on (Fig. 6)
which were never popular with collectors. And there
are several varieties of this type of wing.

Of the half a dozen other junior wings that were
produced by various companies, my favorite is the
one that is an exact replica of a UAL hat badge
(Fig. 7).

United has not put out a junior wing for some time
now but that does not mean that juniors are not
happening elsewhere. Recently, I came across two
different new juniors and would like to share them
with you. One is from Hawaiian Airlines (Fig. 8) and
this I picked up at the recent collectible show in At-
lanta. It is about 3%” wide and a stick back. A very,
very pretty wing.

(Continued on page 24)

AIRLINES

HAWAIIAN
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Many of you have heard of and possibly flown on
Westjet Airlines of Calgary, Canada. Westjet has for
the last decade used an embroidered wing on the
leather jacket and dress jacket. One collector
claimed the wing was a crappy thing. Well, the air-
line now has a metal wing, a simple, and yet, I
think, an attractive piece. I had to borrow this
badge from a pilot, who followed me to the copy ma-
chine, and when I had this picture in my hand, he
pinned the wing back on his jacket and I never saw
him again. Maybe one day I will have an example of
this wing in my collection. Do you have any ques-
tions? Or any answers?

Ken

(Continued from page 22)

MIDWEST

Fig. 9

Then a friend of mine at Midwest Airlines (Fig. 9)
was kind enough to send me the latest issue from
this great airline. I have never heard anything bad
from anybody who ever flew Midwest and that in
itself is a great compliment. The junior is a Stoffel
style but has a patent number on the reverse and a
PIN BACK. It comes in a plastic bag with an insert
that says “Junior Pilot” and a space for the name of
the junior. This was a promotional item with Mid-
west and Pepsi.

Happy Collecting,

Stan

World’s Largest Airline Collectibles Show and Sale!

AIRLINERS INTERNATIONAL 2008 - Dallas/Fort Worth

4440 W. John Carpenter Freeway, Irving, TX 75063
(972) 929-8400 or (800) 345-5251 for room reservations — Special show rate $89.00 available July 6 through July 14,2008.
Book early but no later than i/( ; )June 21st to qualify. Complimentary shuttle from/to DFW terminals.

Timetables - Safety Cards - Models

) A . ‘\\ <{_>\
e = pﬁ;mmomﬂ“'{ >

Exclusive Thursday 10:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. — Three day registration required — see website for details

Friday — 10:00 a.m. —6:00 p.m.— Admission $5.00 .
SPECIAL SHOW FEATURES
Thursday Poolside Welcome Party, Model Airplane and Photo Contest, Saturday Night Banquet Dinner with Noted Guest
Speaker, Aviation related Tours starting July 8th

For Show information visit: WWW.AI20080FW.COM
and for more information contact:
Craig Morris (209) 745-4539 or E-mail: cmorris@softcom.net
or for Table Reservations contact: Tony Trapp - AI2008 DFW - 5343 Teak Wood Dr. Naples, FL 34119
(239) 352-0216, or E-mail: ttetexpress@earthlink.net

~ T-Shirts - China - Playing Cards - Postcards
- Crew Wings - P

Slides - Labels - Books

Saturday 9:00 am. - 4:00 p.m. — Admission $5.00
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Wings! Badges!
By Charles F. Dolan

wingcobda@yahoo.com

United Airlines

Over the years, the insignia used by United Airlines
have had a consistency about them. The center of
the insignia, whether wing or cap badge, was a
three color shield. There were wings on either side
of the shield and in most cases, there were four
stars above the shield. There is also a three bladed
propeller behind the shield. The one major depar-
ture from this format came about in the early 1960s
when UAL introduced jet aircraft. In an attempt to
show the changing times, the propeller was removed
from the insignia. This change was met by near mu-
tiny by the employees and before too long, the pro-
peller was restored and remains part of United’s
insignia today.

The first wing and cap badge shown here are of bul-
lion thread and a center device which had curved
lines between the colors of the shield. The next is-
sue had the same layout, but there were straight
lines between the colors of the shield. In the late
1940’s, United began service with four engine trans-
ports needing flight engineers. I have a wing made
of silver bullion thread, which has only the outline
of the wing feathers in silver bullion. I was under
the impression that this wing was worn by flight
engineers. The wings with the feathers filled in with
bullion thread were those worn by pilots. Recently a
wing appeared on eBay which had the feathers
“unfilled” and I sent a message to the seller telling
him that it was a flight engineer wing. He responded
and said that it had been issued to him when he
began a career with UAL as a pilot. If anyone can
verify that this wing was used by pilots, and indi-
cate at which point the feathers were filled in, I
would appreciate that information.

The pilot wing and cap badge used by United Air
Lines today are like a cat, having multiple lives.
They were first used in 1952, replacing the bullion
thread on black wool issue. In the mid-1960s, the
propeller disappeared and was later restored. The
base metal went from silver to gold when the United
Air Lines pilots were dressed in brown uniforms.
Today, even while the pilot uniform has become
dark blue, the insignia are still gold.

During World War II, airline pilots did yeoman ser-
vice by assisting the military in moving aircraft from
point A to point B. To prevent these men being
treated as spies in the event of being forced down in
enemy territory, they were placed into the uniform
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of the Air Transport Command. I have included im-
ages of an ATC/United Air Lines pilot ID badge and
the insignia worn by ATC crews. If you want to go
on a trip down memory lane, rent the John Wayne
movie “Island in the Sky”. It is based on an exploit
involving ATC crews. All of the airlines flying for
ATC used the same basic badges and wings.

And now for the reason behind the brevity of this
article. We are in the midst of preparations for our
return to the United States after a five year tour of
duty in Bermuda. We will be relocating to The Vil-
lages, Florida where I will have to learn to refer to
that unpleasantness in the 1860s as “The War of
Northern Aggression”. Our new address is listed on
the page 2 editor listing.

Have a great holiday season and a fantastic New
Year.

r
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UAL Pilot Wing 1937-1945

This is a clutch back wing composed of silver bullion
thread and a silver tape just at the inner upper edges
of the wings, next to the shield. The shield is of a sil-
ver metal with red enamel at the top and blue enamel
at the bottom. The words “AIR LINES” are black
enamel. There is a deep curve to the silver band be-
tween the red and blue parts of the shield. There is a
brass plate within the black wool background of the
bullion thread and shield and the back of the wing.

UAL Pilot Wing 1945-1952

This wing is of similar construction, but with a pin
back. It seems only a few grams lighter than the pre-
vious issue. The silver band between the red and
blue enamel now has straight edges and the words
and star have been relocated. “UNITED” is now in
blue enamel. This wing has a shiny label which
bears the name “GEMSCO” above the words “NEW
YORK, N.Y.” “GEMSCO” also appears within a
wreath at the left side of the label
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Early UAL Captain’s Cap
The cap is of blue/grey material with the cap badge
attached to the head band of the cap. The words
“UNITED AIR LINES” are embroidered into the head-
band. This form of identifying the air carrier was also
used by American Airways, American Airlines and
Northeast Airlines in their early days.

United’s ATC Presence During World War II

United ATC Cap Badge

The badge is bronze in color and has two screw
posts, one on each wing, to attach it to the cap. There
is no hallmark.

ATC Pilot Wing

The wing shown is the basic pilot wing, higher rat-
ings had the addition of a star and a star within a
wreath as one became a senior and command pilot.

United ATC Crew ID Badge

The badge is an aluminum shield with a red back-
ground and black lettering. There is a plastic film
over the paper .

Back of the ID badge has an alligator clip to fasten it
to the outer garment.

Additional United Airlines Insignia
Dr. Charles Quarles Collection

The following United Airlines wing and badge insig-
nia information comes from WAHS member and
noted wing and uniform collector, Dr. Charles
Quarles. Thank you for sharing this information
with us! We always welcome contributions from
WAHS members.

The Early Years

Boeing Air Transport Pilot Wing
Sterling; pinback
No manufacturer hallmark

National Air Transport
Pilot Hat Badge

Bullion badge (gold bullion with red and blue coloring
in the "NAT" and "arrow") with attached elastic hat
headband.
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Flight Attendant Wings

United Flight Attendant Wing (1937-1941)
No Bar

Sterling, pinback with additional single small screw
post; hallmarked "Robbins Attleboro". Used 1937-41
as a jacket wing and 1941-54 as a hat pin (it was
used on the hat with two different wings on the
jacket - the half wing which had "Mainliner Service"
on it and then in 1952 the small double wing).

United Flight Attendant Wing (1937-1 941)

This is the 1937-41 wing with a very rare
"Stewardess" bar attached to it. Although all these
wings had a small screwpost on the reverse, I have
only seen two of these with the "STEWARDESS" bar
attached and only one photo with a group of about
five Stewardesses wearing this wing. It could have
been a "Chief Stewardess" or "Supervisor” wing
maybe. Not common at all as are the ones without
it. The next picture will show the reverse side.

This is the reverse showing how the STEWARDESS"
bar is attached.

United Courier Wing 1940

In 1940 United hired three male flight attendants
known as "Couriers” to work the DC-3 DST sleeper
airplanes (they deemed it too difficult work for the
Stewardesses to handle the berths on these air-
planes). This sterling insignia was used by the
United Couriers for one year only. It was later used
1950-51 for one year by the Hawaiian Stewards on
flights from the west coast to Hawaii before being
replaced by a wing similar to the metal pilot wings.

United Flight Attendant Wing (1951-1957)

Stewardess jacket wing. Pinback; union hallmarked;
seen in both sterling and non-sterling versions.

United Flight Attendant Hat Pin (1954-1 957)

Stewardess hat pin. Pinback; sterling.

United Flight Attendant Wing (1 990-Current)

This is the seven diamond version representing 40
years of service.
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Ten United stewardesses grace its new Boeing 247,
B&W, AI #4085, 1933.

DC-3 interior, B&W, Al back title “Mainliner Comfort
Aloft”, probably late 1930s.

Boeing 247 on United local San Francisco office Al
dark blue print, imprinted on back of a standard U.S.
postal card, postmarked 4 February 1935.

The introduction of the superior Douglas DC-3 in
1936, however, spelled the end of the 247 as a lead-
ing airliner. By 1937 United started operating the
DC-3s as its main aircraft in coast-to-coast service:

DC-3 at Reno, Nevada, B&W, real photo by Alexan-
der J. “Zan” Stark, #T-478, probably in 1940s. Chris
Slimmer in his guest postcard column of The Cap-
tain’s Log Winter 2000/2001 issue calls this one of
his all-time favorite rare airport cards.
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Sleeper berth in one of United’s sleeper DC-3s, B&W,
Al back title “Sleeper Type Mainliner”, probably late
1930s.

United opened the first airline flight kitchen in
1936, and later started to issue numerous meal
menu postcards, some of which are quite rare:

PN

Navy Oick

Oct, 26-Nov. 1, 1941

United menu postcard
for “Navy Week: Oct.

Grapefruit Maraschino Cocktail 26-Nov. 1, 1941 ”: red-

white-and-blue  print,

"’;": CA':“"”‘ M°;"""" Al The back says “The

e i Nation Salutes the

Cloverleaf Rolls NaUy & Shortly therea_f'
Hearts of Lettuce

ter, Dec. 7, 1941, the
U.S. Navy was attacked
by Japanese fighter
planes at Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii.

Roquefort Cheese Dressing

Mocha Cream Puff

or
Cheese and Crackers

Coffee Tea Milk

Mints
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United DC-8. The back text promotes Los Angeles
International as “the major western jet age terminal”,
Colourpicture, Boston, #P31751, published during
1959-63.

In 1961 United introduced the Caravelle twin-jet
built by Sud Aviation of France and the first with
rear engines. Although the Caravelle developed a
fine service record internationally, United proved to
be the only passenger operator of the type in the
U.S.

Caravelle VI-R, N1010U, at Minneapolis-St. Paul,
Curteich #3DK-75, about 1961-63.

During the 1960s through 1980s, United operated
many different jet aircraft built by Boeing and
Douglas. Here are a few selections:

(Previous Column) Boeing 737-200 “City of Toledo” at
Toledo, Ohio, Dexter Press #45080-C, published by
Photo-Lect Co., Toledo, 1968.

Boeing 727-200 at Cleveland, Ohio, Curteich 7DK-
302, distributed by George W. Klein News Co., Cleve-
land, 1960s.

Douglas DC-10, Al, about 1 971.

Boeing 767-200, N603UA, Published by Aviation
World, Inc. #B-023, 78605-D, with imprinted
response message to United regarding an invitation
to board a United preview flight, 1980s.
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Boeing 777-200 in United’s current livery, AI by
United’s Bangkok, Thailand office, 2006.

Notes: Except as noted, original postcards of the
above are in color and are from the author’s collec-
tion. The first two Boeing 80A cards were acquired
from Allan Van Wickler, and the Navy Week menu
card from Randy Lieberman, several years ago. My
estimate of the availability of the cards shown:
Rare: the Boeing 80A, 247, DC-3 and menu cards
shown; Uncommon: DC-6B at O’Hare, Viscount at
Moline, DC-8 card when it has the “Jet” lettering;
737 at Toledo, 727 at Cleveland, 747 in Spanish
and Portuguese; the rest are fairly common.

References: Cearly, George W., United: The Main
Line Airway (self-published, 1989); Davies, R. E. G.,
Airlines of the United States since 1914
(Smithsonian Institution Press, 1972); Forty, Simon,
United Airlines (Ian Allan Publishing, 1997); Garvey,
William & Fisher, David, The Age of Flight, A History
of America’s Pioneering Airline (Pace Communica-
tions, Inc., 2002).

If you ever have suggestions or other comments on
our postcard articles, please let me know. Until
next time, Happy Collecting! Marvin.

Airbus A320 postcard issued by Airbus Industrie. United never
flew A320s in this color scheme. (William Demarest Collection)
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Editor’s Favorite UAL Postcards

As a former United employee, and an avid postcard
collector, I couldn’t resist adding a few more post-
cards to Marvin’s article. I hope you enjoy these
United postcards as well. Bill Demarest

MAZI:HAM-' -
LA BER/ 4 OF1 parIKS

A little known fact is that United controlled the Mexican carrier

LAMSA between 1943 and 1952 to have a presence in the Mexi-

can market. Notice the color scheme on this DC-3!

NARITA ATRPORT

This *Tokyo airport postcard captures in beautiful color with a
rainbow one of United’s L-1011s acquired from Pan Am. Another
NRT postcard exists with the same photo but a different border.

Buffet style dining on a United Boeing 377 Stratocruiser! The
elegance of air travel has now returned with the introduction of
the massive Airbus A380 into service.
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costs during the program development. Cost shar-
ing was discussed as taxpayers, Boeing, and
passengers were expected to put money up-front to
assure that future orders would offset the develop-
ment costs. By September 1965 twenty-one airlines
and a leasing firm had reserved delivery positions at
$100,000 each.

United had reserved options on six aircraft. In 1967
Pan Am and 10 other airlines also pledged $1 mil-
lion each for the American SST for a total of $52
million committed from the airlines. In April 1967
President Johnson announced that two prototypes
would be built at a cost of $1.44 billion. One can
see there’s quite a difference between a $52 million
investment and costs of $1.44 billion. Both the
escalating costs and the problem with the sonic
boom finally led to the program’s cancellation. On
May 18th, 1971 the U.S. Senate put the final nail in
the coffin of the American SST project by voting to
end project payments in a 58-37 vote.

I first built this model as a preteen in the early
1970’s. I thought it pretty neat with it looking fast,
being in a small scale, not having too many parts,
and working swing wings. I’'m certain it was never
painted or decaled and was used as a toy for a few
years. Nowadays the kits can still be found on eBay
or from used kit sellers. Prices aren’t cheap but
more reasonable than the legendary Otaki Tristar
that often seems to sell for close to $100 on eBay.
My friend Bill Abbott gave me this kit a few years
back. The clear coat on the decals had yellowed a
little so I bleached them in a sunny window. I did
manage to get most of the yellow out and also ended
up cutting out the yellow between the United letters
on the titles. This time I primed the model with
Tamiya white primer, and painted it with Pure
White and Gloss Aluminum Tamiya paints. The
stand is pretty neat as well. It did need some putty
and sanding to look nice. I used a black Sharpie
marker to highlight the Boeing SST title on the
stand.

So here are my two United jet models that are
worlds apart from each other. I also have a % fin-
ished 777 kit as well as quite a few unbuilt DC-6s,
720s, and DC-8s in my stash. United is a great air-
line and there are many opportunities to make mod-
els of United aircraft. I've also snuck in a photo of
my KLM DC-10 that was supposed to be finished for
the last issue of The Captain’s Log.

Happy Modeling!

Ken

The Monogram box art photographs are from Box
Art Den at www.boxart.com.

Monogram Boeing SST

Mosyn|

e
BOEING

Monogram Boeing SST released in 1968.
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17400 Scale Mode! Wit

B L R

Monogram Boeing SST re-released in 1973.

KLM Royal Dutch DC-10 model mentioned
in the previous issue of The Captain’s Log, 32-2.
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HOW TO OPERATE EMERGENCY GROUND SLIDE

After door is open, pull off cover plate =
and discard. Emergency slide 1 packed 1 Siaep'bers ss Inclicated mad pufl. This
nte celling compartment immediately action unlocks cailing compartment.

in front of doors.

Place bar ynder retainer hooks located
on either side of door at the cabin floor
fovel.

Maintain grasp on bar as calling panel
opens and siide packet drops to floor,
A push will drop slide out cabin door,

To inflate shide pull cord-tab hanging When using slides it is important that
from valve In air hosa about shoulder (adies ramove high heels Lo avoid punc.
turing slida, The correct procedure is

helght as indicated
to sit in slide as (llustrated,

Fig. 2 Fig. 3

PATHS OF ESCAPE AND
RAFT BOARDING POINTS

Mtﬁb.

mmmmm emergency
u.nmmmmwmmm Move to the exits
Awmwmmtmtm-amm)umm

infrequent, can be savere. When seat beit sign is lighted in-fiight, please
wmmmnmmmmtw-‘w
mwuwwwumuﬂmwmmnmm
wign is hghted.

(Left) Fig. 4 (Above) Fig. 5

Fig. 6
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Overwater

If you are sitting in an exit row
and you cannot understand this
card or cannot see well enough
to follow these instructions,
please tell a crew member.
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Fig. 9

United Air Lines Convair 340 “Mainliner . Photo dated Aug. 11, 1955 by Convair via Jim Striplin.
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AMsrhe leading edge all-color international monthly magazine devoted to the
multi-faceted airline world, including the operators, the aircraft, the technology, the
manufacturers, the airports and destinations, the people, and the airways.

Truly ‘A Global Review of Commercial Flight’, over more than 100 issues Airways has
gained a reputation for its authoritative and often-provocative articles, insider knowledge,
international outlook, and the wide scope of its coverage always complemented by first-
class photography.

Airways also recalls the past with nostalgic features, and entertains with some of the
finest contemporary aviation writing.

Call: +1 208 263 2098 ¢ _1 800 440 5166 (USA and Canada only) or
www.alrwaysmag.com
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U.S. Airline Industry Museum Foundation, Inc.
: +  P.O.Box 144
Zellwood, FL 32798-0144

www.airlinemuseum.org
Contact Bob Patton, mrbob1925@centurytel.net
Phone: (334) 702-1010

Great things can happen when people pull together for a common cause. The common cause that is long past due is a
museum dedicated to the air transport industry. The daily loss of artifacts, older aircraft and other items of historical
value, could cause a rich heritage to be lost and forgotten forever. The “Golden Age” of the airline industry must be pre-
served and this must be started as soon as possible as the losses are occurring on a daily basis. You can see this loss at
airport scrap yards, flea markets, garage sales, internet auction sites, and so the list goes on. You can join in this effort to
preserve this heritage. As a matter of fact there are several ways you can help make this preservation and future world
class museum happen!

The USAIMEF is currently accepting an offer of a parcel of land in Central Florida and funds are urgently needed
now for planning and later construction. Your generous tax deductible donation will help us finally achieve
success in this long endeavor. Help us make our mission statement a reality!

Contact us today for more information and to join our organization.
USAIMEF is a 501(¢)(3) not-for-profit corporation. All donations are tax deductible.

WAHS Logo Items

Proudly Show Your Support
Wherever You Go!

ex= |lorid Alrine
= Historical
Soclety

We now have available WAHS hats, shirts, jackets, stickers and name pins available for purchase. A
limited edition poster with all 30 Airliners International show logos is available for $10. Please see
the ‘Sales’ section of our website http://www.WAHSOnline.com for additional photos, pricing and
ordering information.
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UPCOMING AIRLINE COLLECTIBLE SHOWS!!

The World Airline Historical Society is not responsible for the accuracy of the following show listings. See WAHSOnline.com for a
complete show listing. Always check with the individual show promoter to insure the event is still scheduled as stated before mak-
ing your travel plans.

LOS ANGELES AIRLINE MEMORABILIA SHOW & SALE

Saturday, January 26, 2008. Los Angeles, CA. Hacienda Hotel, 525 N. Sepulveda Blvd., El Segundo, CA 90245. Show hours 9am
until 3pm. Admission $5.00. Free shuttle from LAX. Special room rate of $69/single and $79/double available by calling 1-800-
421-5900. For more info, please contact Dave Cherkis (702) 360-3615 or Marshall Pumphrey (562) 987-1904.

LUTON AIRCRAFT ETHUSIAST’S FAIR

Saturday, March 1, 2008. Vauxhall Recreation Club, Gipsy Lane, Luton BEDS LU1 3JH, England. Show hours: 10.30 am until
3:30 pm. Opposite Luton Airport Parkway Station. Contact: Keith Manning +44 01372 725063 (evenings) or via email at london-
ers657@ukonline.co.uk or see http:/ /www.aircraftenthusiastsfa.irs.co.uk

SAN FRANCISCO AIRLINE MEMORABILIA SHOW
Saturday, March 8, 2008. Best Western Grosvenor Hotel, 380 South Airport Blvd, South San Francisco, CA 94080. Phone (650)
873-3200. Show hours 9 am to 3 pm. Admission $5. Special room rate of $89 by mentioning Airline Memorabilia Show when con-
tacting hotel. For further information, see www.SFOAirlineShow.com or contact Mike Chew, SFOAirlineShow@juno.com, P.O. Box
25494, San Mateo, CA 94402 or Tom Vance, (408) 504-8345 Galaxie@garlic.com.

CHICAGO AIRLINE COLLECTIBLE SHOW
Saturday, April 19, 2008. Chicago-O’Hare Airport. Holiday Inn - Elk Grove Village, IL. For information, contact Steve
Mazanek, P.O. Box 31344, Chicago, IL 60631. Phone: (773) 594-1906. Email: s.mazanek@comcast.net

HEATHROW AIRCRAFT ENTHUSIAST’S FAIR

Saturday, May 11, 2008. Kempton Park Racecourse, Staines Road East, Sunbury-On-Thames, TW16 5AQ. Show hours: 10.30
am until 3:30 pm. Contact: Keith Manning +44 01372 725063 (evenings) or via email at londoners657@ukonline.co.uk or see
http:/ /www.aircraftenthusiastsfairs.co.uk

LOS ANGELES AIRLINE MEMORABILIA SHOW & SALE

Saturday, June 21, 2008. Los Angeles, CA. Hacienda Hotel, 525 N. Sepulveda Blvd., El Segundo, CA 90245. Show hours 9am
until 3pm. Admission $5.00. Free shuttle from LAX. Special room rate of $69/single and $79/double available by calling 1-800-
421-5900. For more info, please contact Dave Cherkis (702) 360-3615 or Marshall Pumphrey (562) 987-1904.

AIRLINERS INTERNATIONAL 2008

July 10-12, 2008. Dallas, TX, Sheraton Grand Hotel at DFW. Contact: Tony Trapp at TTETexpress@earthlink.net (See the show
advertisement on page 41 for complete information!) )

NEWARK AIRLINE SHOW

Saturday, September 13, 2008. Newark, NJ. Holiday Inn Newark Airport 160 Frontage Rd. Newark NJ 07114. Show hours: 9 am
to 4 pm. Admission $10 with free parking $2 off with WAHS membership card. Free shuttle from Newark airport and Howard
Johnson. Show is sponsored by the Airplane Shop. For information, contact Jeff Matera at NewarkShow@aol.com.

SAN FRANCISCO AIRLINE MEMORABILIA SHOW
Saturday, September 27, 2008. Best Western Grosvenor Hotel, 380 South Airport Blvd, South San Francisco, CA 94080. Phone
(650) 873-3200. Show hours 9 am to 3 pm. Admission $5. Special room rate of $89 by mentioning Airline Memorabilia Show when
contacting hotel. For further information, see www.SFOAirlineShow.com or contact Mike Chew, SFOAirlineShow@juno.com, P.O.
Box 25494, San Mateo, CA 94402 or Tom Vance, (408) 504-8345 Galaxie@garlic.com.

SEATTLE MUSEUM OF FLIGHT
Saturday, October 11, 2008. Museum of Flight, Boeing Field, Seattle, WA. For more information, contact Greg Mattocks, P.O. Box
1455, Bothel, WA 98041 (425) 485-8780. Mattocks@verizon.net or www.seattleairlineshow.com

NEW YORK CITY AIRLINE COLLECTIBLE SHOW

Saturday, November 8, 2008. LaGuardia Airport, New York. Courtyard by Marriott Hotel. Contact: Basilios Pipinos, apipi-
nos@aol.com.
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United Airlines Boeing 747SP. Photograph courtesy of United Airlines via Joop Gerritsma Collection.

United Airlines Lockheed L-1011-500 N510PA at San Francisco. Photograph courtesy of Jay Selman.




